A GAME AT LOVE;
AND OTHER PLAYS.
[NEW YORK-1906]



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649039722

A Game at Love; And Other Plays. [New York-1906] by George Sylvester Viereck

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK

A GAME AT LOVE;
AND OTHER PLAYS.
[NEW YORK-1906]

ﬁTrieste






A GAME AT LOVE

AND OTHER PLAYS
BY
GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK

NEW YORK
BRENTANO'S
1gob

MVR



CONTENTS
PREFACE
A GLM.E AT LOVE
THE MOOD OF A MOMENT
FROM DEATH'S OWN EYES
A QUESTION OF FIDELITY
THE BUTTERFLY: A MORALITY

OPINIONS AND NOTICES

Il

39
57
73
95






PREFACE

THESE plays are unplayable. They were not,
at least, written with an eye to the mtlE:
The last I have called a Morallr_y, a name that
could hardly, with propriety, be a gp]wd to the
others, They point out no moral, they teach no
lesson, and the reader may feel assumd that the
obvious interpretation is in no case the author’s
own. Certain truths, as T have seen them, are here
set down, but I decline to be held responsible for
anything that my charafters may say or do.

I have taken the climafteric moments of imagi-
nary novels and have embodied them in dramatic
sketches. This method constitutes = rebellion
against that species of psychological fiction which,
in six hundred pages, succeeds in telling us no-
thing. For as lnteﬁ%:&ual intercourse between na-
tions becomes more intimate, and the body of lit-
erature of each country is augmented by that of
the others, it will inevitably become a requirement
that the individual work of art shall be diminished
in bulk. Homer could write a poem in twenty-
four books with impunity. Not so the modern
artist. Nor is there any legitimate reason why we
should take up twice twenty-four hours of a read-
er's time with a story that could be told no less
effetively in ten minutes,

I have laid some stress upon the fac that men
and women communicate with each other not by
articulate speech alone, but by a quiver of the eye-
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lid or a curl of the lip. And I have left nothing
unexpressed that seemed to contribute to a de-
sired effe@, even at the risk of offending such as
would close’ the mouth of the Muse with that
muzzle which, if applied at all, should be con-
fined to that many-headed monster—the press.
The expressions, Man-Animal and Woman-Ani-
mal, may jar on sensitive souls,who rather than con-
front a problem of erotics would follow the time-
honoured policy of the ostrich; but I know of no
combination of words equally decisive and indica-
tive of my meaning.

It may be charged against the dialogue that it is
at times unnatural, and that no one of normal sanity
would ever dream of speaking the language of the
persons in these plays. This may be true or not.
Certain it is, that such is the language they show/d
have used, and wherever their vocabulary did not
suffice, it was the good fortune of the present
writer to be able to assist them.

Grorge Svivester ViErReck
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CHARACTERS
Crarence (forsy)
IRENE (between thirty and forty)
Eva (somewhar younger)



