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PREFACE

Thiz collection of poems is a combination of
the recommendations of the Department of
Public Instruction of the state of Pennsvlvania
and the recommendations of the Education
Department of the state of New York.

There are for each grade many more seled-
tions than can be used in any one year. The
Pennaylvania Course of Study recommends
that ai least one selection be memeorized each
month. The New York Syllabus recommends
that at least six of the selections be memorized
during the year.

The compiler of these selections does not
veniure to advise as to the number that should
be memorized, but he does venture the convie-
tion that school children will understand, appre-
ciate and love these beautiful poems and that
! _-t]:teir lives will be made better and richer because
| they study themn early in life,
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NOTE '

Acknowledgement is hereby mdde to the
publishers of the poems printed in this book,

The poems of Bayard Taylor, Luey Larcom,
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Prank Dempster Sher-
man, Thomas Bailey Aldrich, Alice Cary, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, Celia Thaxter, Oliver
Wendell Holmes, James Russell Lowell, John
Greenleaf Whittier, and Nora Perry, are pub-
lished by arrangement with Messrs. Houghton,
Mifflin & Co.

The poems of William Cullen Bryant are
printed with the permission of I}, Appleton &
Co. The poems of Robert Louis Stevenson,
Eugene Field and H. C. Bunner are printed with
the permission and by arrangement with Charles
Scribner’s Sons.

The four poems by Christina Roszetti are
taken from "The Complete Poems of Christina
Rosetti'” published and copyrighted by Little,
Brown & Cao.

Acknowledgements for the use of other poems
are printed elsewhere in this book.
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Selected Memory Gems

FIRST GRADE

Bye, baby Bunting

Bye, Baby Bunting,

Father's gone a-hunting,

To get a little rabbit skin

To wrap the Baby Bunting in.

Rock-a-bye

Rock-a-bye, bahy,
Upon the tree top;
When the wind Bows
The eradle will rock;
When the bough breaks
The cradie will fall;
Down will come baby
And cradle and all.

Pat-a-cake

Pat-a-cake, pat-a-calke,
BRaker's man!
Do do I, master, as fast as I can.
Pat it, and prick it
And mark it with B,
And put in the oven
For baby and me.
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