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PREFACE.

THE prescnt serics of documents extends over a period of nearly
scven months of pre-cminent importance in the history of Europe.
It was then that the weak and shallow Frederick placed on his head
the Crown of Bohemis only to discover that neither in himself nor

" in the people over which he hoped to reign were the elements of
strength to be found. It was then that the politic Maximilian wove
the political and military web in which the feet of his rivel were
entangled, When the Diet met for the election of Ferdinand the
cauge of the Catholic States, if not so hopeless as it had appeared
a year before, searcely hung cvenly in the balance.- When the
meeting of the Electors and Princes broke up at Miihlhausen,
the Duke of Bavaria was virtually the chicf of Catholic Europe,
and had secured the neutrality of the great majority of the Protes-
tant States in Gurmany., Yet of all this scarcely a trace is to
be found jn the communications between English diplomatists
and statesmen. Whilst the fortunes of Europe were being decided
in the cabinets of Munich and Madrid, James practically with-
drew from the scene of action. For the great issucs which were
involved in the quarrel he had no adequate sense. In one respect
indeed his views were larger than those entertained by the majority
of his subjects. Fle saw, as fully s it will one day be scen when-
ever the logend of the Thirty Years' War gives way to its true his-
tory, that the danger of anarchy in Germany was as great aa the
danger of religious persccution. But he had no clear ides of the
way in which the double object of his aversion was to be met ; and,
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vi PREFACE.

ns his manner was, he turned sside from the contemplation of reali-
tiea to the disentanglement of the hopeless puzzle of constitutional
law; and found in his lengthy cxamination of the dry arguments
presented to him by Dohna or Sanchez an excuse for the innction
which he loved. |

These papera therefore are chicfly valuable 2s affording materiala
for a study of Jumes's character, under a great variety of lights.
Englishmen, Germans, Dutchmen, Spaniards, and ‘Ttalians appesr
by turns, to give account of the result of their intercourse with him;
whilst the reports of English ambassadors abroad become compara-
tively meagre. Doneaster's embassy, which had begun as a political
mission, is suddenly converted into a complimentary visit, whilst the
interesting letters of Nethersole and of Conway and Weston, which
throw such light upon the scemes of war and diplomacy, do not
commence till later in the year. Nor can any of Gondomar's
despatches be included in the volume, as he only entered London on
the 8th of March. On the other hand I have been able to introduce

several letters of Sir Edward Herbert, which will probably be read

with interest; and the selections from the correspondence between
Philip IIL and the Archduke Albert, though not strictly coming
within the limits indicated by my title, have been inserted as serv-
ing to remind the reader that whilst James was talking others were
acting.

I Tegret that an undated paper, No, XXXII, has been inad-
vertently placed too late. Tt must have heen written about the
third weck in September.

I have only to add that since the copies were taken of such of
Sir Edward Herbert’s letters as are contained in his letter-book
(Add. MSS. 7082), the- foliation of the volume has been altered, and
the references are therefore to the old numbers, which are still to
e found at the top of the page. ’



