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AN OPEN-EYED CONSPIRACY:

A BARATOGA TDAW'L.

Tae day had been very ot ander the fall trees
which cvervwhore cnbwwer umel stite Saratorn, for
thev shnt oot the ar as well as the snn g and aficr tea
(thev still have an carly Jdinner at all te olels o Sare-
slogm, il e s flae dast aent of e dien] T ostrolled
over e the prelty Comgress Pack, o the hope of oe-
ting a byeath of cootness there, et Marelr proferped
to dake the chanees on e veranda of sor pleasant Ti-
e Tiotel, where T left ber with the ather badies, forty
fanning like s, a8 they rocked {0 and fro nnder the
voof lifted to the thivd stoey iy those lefty shafts pe-
culiar to the Saratoen architecture. As far as coalness
wis copeerned [thonzle she was wise sfter | reacled
the park, for I fonad none of 8 there, 1 tefed St a
chair in 1he .‘l'l'.‘-'L]IL'HIi_III_' p.'u'i]inu (L eall i Hl'HI:'k'H'Jlil'l in
ddespair; iomight very well be Swissy it i elaming, ot

.
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wll events), anel stlicd o Jdeceive tyself with the
frosi-looking ebinllicion of the spring u the vas trliiss
Lowls your goblots are seeved from (gl sy e s
proonpeedd, aned artiticially ageated); bae afler s fow -
maents dhis wonlid wot doy awd 1 went out Lo o benely,
of the rows beside the smvelod wallks, 1o was no Lei-
taer there; ot 1 fanchinl 0 wonld be better an the Bittle
isle 10 fhe little lake, whore the fonntain was Hingring
a sheal of spray inio the dell i, Thiz looked cven
conler thao the bobliing speiey inothe glass vases, aml
it smammled vasthy conler, There woull Ta eI TR
thore, of comrse, T almiived i the dedvae T bl with
wvsetl belore T deeided o ke expediment of the
place, sl e event proved me vighs, There were

certaimly scine mosgaitos 1o the Gresian weaple (iF it

i5 oot 2 Torkisle Liesk ;. perbaps we Ll butter eoni-
pronuise, s ] calb it n Goreeinn kivsl), which von veach
b a foot-beidme tron the mainkod, ood there was a
daean in the ade whicl wigbt pass for conlness, There
wiere three or Tone people standing sueuety abont io
the Kiosk o Lot ey Gadbe mind fixed Dself npon soyonng
Freneli-Canadian mother of low degioe, who sat, with
biov sall Bowy, cn Wb vierges of the pavement near the
water,  She seolded Diw o their parlwoee for havinge

wot himself #o dirty, and then sle mnncked his poor,
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filthy httle Bonds, with o frown of superior virtue,
thongeh T did not find her so very mnels elesner herself
I oemmer, g elddlven Loeaten williont s heart-nela, anid
1 continped o enfier for this sieall weetch even after
e had gvenged SiweselD Ty entdng a Giwdnl of peanet
sholls, whibelh would Te s toodlisneree with hitg ol
mike Bis mother more tronbde.  To facn T eaperienced
no redief (il his wether, having speat her insensato
passion, cathersd b op o with soflivient tenderness,
aid carrded Lim away, Then, for the fiest time, 1
noticid awiel sitting in g claie just ontside the kiossk,
and showing o grmeelul vonuy ficure o sbe partly
tirned 1o look afier tle depostiog mothee al her
child,  When she turned semin amed glanerd dnouy
direetion, ut 1le avise 1 made in plcine my chadr, T
conld see dwo t-hiug:-«—lhn%- sl had s el 1'.-1:*41111.}' HE
srrsiee, and il she was disappintad inome, The -
ter facd dil oot wound e, for 1 telt it proafouwd -
personaiity, [ was now wrong in mysell: 1was simply
wrong in being an ehleely wan withoa gy beand in-
stoad of tie hslsome shape awd phase of voeth which
her own youug eandy bad o right to in my place, |
was not only nol wonnded, Tt I was ot serry not 1o
b that shape and phase of vouth, exeept as T Late to

disappaotnl any one.
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Her face was very beantiful ; it was quite pecfeetly
beastiful, and of sueh classic monld that she might well
have lwen the tutelary godidess of that temple (if it
wag a tewple, and not o kiosk), in the white dock cos-
tume which the roddesses wera wearing that summer,
Her features were Groek, hot ber looks were Aoemican ;
gl she was noue the less n goddess, T deeided, beeanse
of that air of semething cxseiing, of not quite satisfied,
which wade e more and more willing to be clderly
and prav-bearded, T at lesst shieuld wot be expeeted
to supply the worship necessary fo keep sueh 2 wod-
dess in ol hnmor,

T do not koew jast how 1 ean aeconnt for a strain
of ranpassion which admgled wiils Alis sease of re-
sponsibility ju me: perhaps it was oy feeling of we-
cariey that attwwel me o pity; but certsinly 1 did not
look ab thiz voung wirl bonge withoul Bewinnimge o
ricve for her, and to weave about her s web of possi-
Bilities, which grew closer and firmer in texture when
she was joined Ly oa couple whe Lad apparently not
left her a great while before, aml whe speke, witlout
ollerwise saluting her, s L]u'll.-' gat down on either side
of her, T instantly interpreced Tiee friends to Le the
youung wite and middle-aged hesband of o seeorm] mar-

riggee; for they were evidendly man and wite, aud he
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must have been nearly twice as old s she. I person
L tendded to the weight which expresses sottled pros

perity, amd 31 oevertain solidification of Lt rament add

character: as to s face, it was kind, aod 10 was srther
linmorans, in =pite of beitge o litle elow i L cast of

fle wore an iltrl]-;_j'r'ﬂ}-' i om

melnd it sumoeste
his cheeks and ehin, but he bad s streng upper lip

clean shaven ; sonwt draps of perspivation slood wpon
it, and npon his forchead, which ehowed tsell well up
towand iz crown under the daup sirings of lLis scanty
hair.  ITe Jooked at the young gobiess ju white duck
with a sort of Leonble in bis Triendly connlenanee, aud
liis wile (if it was his wike) seemed to share his eon-
cern, though she smiled, whilee Twe et the eorners of
hig stradght mouth droop. She wag smalior Uhae the
youny girly amd T thoughi. alinose as young ; and she
Lzl b i of being somehow responsible for her, and
eowed by her, though the word savs rather mome e
Tean.  She was not so well dressed s that iz, not se
stylishly, though doufdless her costume was more ex-
pensive, 16 scemed the inspiration of & village dress-
pekers amd her husband's Jow-eur waisteoat, and his
expansc of phited shivt-front, betrayed a provineial
ideal whieh she wonll never deery-—whiel she wonld

perhaps wever fod different from the most worldly.



