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INTRODUCTION.

WiraTN the last ten years the method of investi-
gation in the medical sciences, by means of experi-
ments on snimals, has been, on seversl oecasions,
the object of etrenuouns attacks on the ground of
its inhumanity. The opponents of the practice
glzo allege that it is needless for the sbguisition
of knowledge; that its results are generally unim-
portant; snd that it is uscless, or éven decepiive,

a8 & means of discovery und improvement. These
allegations emanate from non-professional sources,
and are made by men who are wnscquainted both
with the objeet of physivlogical experiments, the
manner in which they are eonducted, and the
history of progress in the medical sciences, Tt is
unnecesaary to offer to the medical profession any
defence of experimental investigations, since their
value i3 notorious {o all who are comversant with
the subject. But the edneated publie, who have
not turned their attention 4o medical matters,
cannot be cxpected to know the facts of the ease
without some direct statement in regard fo ik
The recent attacks upon the method of experiment
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iv _ INTRODOCTION,

bave sometimes beem made in extremely violent
and denunciatory language, caloulated rather to
excite the feelings than to give any intelligent or
impartial expression of the truih, It hes even
been declared, by one of the most active agitatora
in this field, that * even though these living dissec-
tions were productive of all that their advocatea
claim for them, mankind have no right to the
knowledge thus aequired;” und demands have
been made, from the same quarter, for legislation
which ghould put a stop to * these wicked contri-
butions to human knowledge, which mankind
would be-all the better off for never knowing.™*
It is evident, therefors, that the aggressive move-
ment againgt experimental investigation is both
unreasoning and persistent. It i liable at any
time to resume ita activiiy, and to endanger, both
in the State of New Tork and eclsewhere, the
progress and improvement of physiclogical medi-
cine. For these reasons it has been thought de-
girable to present in & condensed form the most
important facls in regard to the character, the
necessity, and the results of experimentation wpon
onimals for scientific purposes, together with the
testimony of the medical profession ss to its
value,

* In the New York Frening Posf, Beptember 4th and
12th, 1874
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CHAFPTER 1I.
ITE CHARACTER.

Tnr - charge of inhumanity, as bronght
against the practice of experimentation on
animals, seems to ignore in great measure the
motive and object of such investigations.
Cruclty iz the wanton destruction of life or
infliction of pain, either for the gratification
of a morbid feroeity, or for an unthinking
amusement which disrcgards the suffering it
may cause, Neither of these fanlts ean be
charged upon scientific investipation. Its ob-
jeet is solely the acquisition of a kind of
knowledge which bas been shown to be infe-
rior to none in its importanee for the welfare
of mankind. It is also at the farthest possible
remove from a earcless or trifling oeenpation.
Bcientific knowledge is simply a knowledge
which is definite and precise, which has been
attained by kmown means, and which iz capa-



