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A HISTORICAL SKETOH OF WARRINGTON ACADEMY,
By Hanry 4. Bright, B.A.

(Bean 11t Wovemene, 1858

A few yenrs ago & parcel of poperd—-some letters, some memoermnda—
which had belonged to the Rev. J. Seddon, the founder of the Warrington
Academy, waa rescued from the hands of = Liverpool cheesemonger, who
was using them for the ordinary purposes of his shop. Among these
papers were several letters of Prisstley, of EKippis, and of Aikin. ‘There
wero others of men of lesser note, which were, however, not withoot
wn interest, inasmuch as they threw a mew light on the history of the
Warrington Academy.

From these papers, then, at tha request of the Council of the Historie
Becioty, T have compiled this brief sketch. In addition to the Seddon
papera I have made use of other materiala from the following sources :—

T—A volyme of unpablished papers concerning the Acedemy, collectsd
by Berjeant Heywood, who is not unknown ss the suthor of the  Viadi-
* gation of Fox’s History."

I1.—4A seriea of articles in tho ** Monthly Repositery™ on the Academy,
by the Bav. W. Turner. .

IT1.—The Lives of D, Pricatley, Dr. Aikin, and CGilbert Wakefield,
and Dr. Keodricks * Warrington Worthies. " :

IV.—Some interesiing manuscript lectures of Mr. Marsh of Warrington.

V.—Information for which 1 am indshted to Mr. Beamont of War-
rington, and Miss Lacy Aikin.

* Itis owing o the great kindness of Dr, Kendrick that this paper is illnseated with
ihie engravings of the Acodemy end the Tutors' honses.
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VI—The original minute books of the Academy, which were lant to
me by the Becretary of Manchester New College, the Rav, E. Brock
Aspland. E

If in the arrangement of this ample materiel T fail in exciting your
interest, the fault, T feel, will rest with me. The history of the
Warrington Acedemny must in iteclf always have a value for the
literary man, for the theologion, and for him to whom the histery of
Lancashire hag any interest. Af Waorrington Academy were collected
some of the npoblest literati of their duy. Here the free thought of the
English Preabyterians firat bagan to crpatallize into the Uritarian theolagy,
which they have since maintained. Hers for a time wes the centra of the
liberal politica, and the literary taste of the entire county, Am I exagge-
rating tho importance of this Academy? [ do not think 20, But if so,—
something, perhaps, may be excused to one who is descended from some
of the carliest supporters of the Academy, and who owes many of his own
highest views to the tenching, which his family first Jearnt from those old
Werrington tutors.

In the yoar 1753 the failure or deeay of the several Acadermies belonging
to the English Preshyterias body at Findern and Kendsl, and elsewhere,
cansed no inconsiderable anxisty to the more thoughtful and earnest
among the liberal dissenters. Whera were they to look for their future
pupply of ministers 7 Where rould these ministers bs educated in &
theology unshackled by ereed ond doctrive P On none did thess goestions
press with greater weight than on Johe Seddon, the young minister at
Warrington. The ides of foanding & new Academy took possession of
him, and the ides once formed waa never dropped until it had been earried
out in action. Well might the Rev. Philip Holland in after years bear
witness to “the concern which he had ever expressed for ita support,
“ honour, suecess ; the indefatipable pains which he book for this porpose ;
“the indifférence which ha shewed to fame or censure, to good or avil
“report, 50 that he mipght serve the geweral designs of the inatitation.”
Lying befors me is o large mass of Mr. Beddon’s correspondence relative
to the foundation of the Academy. How he worked, and wrote, and
explained, and begged! He is never discouraged, though his discourage:
ments are innumershle. He is never down-hearted, though his friends are
slwayn snggeating difficulties, and prophesying evil. Mr. Daniel Bayley
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of Manchester thinks the design teo large, and “should not Londen lay
* the foundation, and we be only supplemental,” and *is not so populous,
" so plepsurable, so divided, and so denr n place as Manchester very unfit
“for o seat of the Muoses." Mr. Peter Tonchet, of Manchester, thinks
that Warrington should not be mentioned as the site of the Academy.
Mr. John Mort, of Chowbent,—to whom Mrs, Barbanld addvessed soms
linea beginning * Happy old men|™ and whom she cheracterises as
“0 rude of spesch, yet rich in penoine worth,"—this Mr. Mort is afraid
* gur richer neighbours will not be over zealous io the affair.” Mr. John
Wilson, of Rivingten, will subaeribe the mumificent sum of five guiness if
necesaary, but thinks it would be hardly proper to subscribe before

. Lord Willoughby., Lo Willoughby of Parham, who afterwards became

firat Preaident of the Acsdemy, was, T supposs, the wmost important per-
eonsge among the English Presbyterigne of this date, end it is cmuos
ing emough to noties how respeotfullr, {mﬂ:l one exception,) all Mr.
Beddon's correspondents name him, % Pooy my doty to Lord Willoughby,
“if you think proper,” writes the Dlev. II. Godwin, of Clateacre. The
eminent D, Joha Taglor, of Rorwich, reeices that “ Lond Willoughby and
“ 50 many of Harry Hoghton's family have came dnto the subscription.”

But before Lord Willoughby had entered into the pelieme—which
important dste appeers to be Oetobor 11th, 1754—a long cireutar had
been sent round in July of the same year, signed by Daniol Bayley,
John Lees, afterwnrds Sir ‘Oaryll Woraler, and seven others. This
citoular gives as the snbseriptions slready promised—

Manchester . . . . . . .£B4 10 O
Liverpool . . . . . . . . 46 4 0
Birmingham . . . ., . . , 44 1% &
Wemingon . . . . . ., ., 8116 8

£2317 2 0

In the April of the next year the sabseription mounts up. Lord
Willoughby will give his ten guiness, Sir H. Hoghton's family * will
“goncourage us," says Mr. Seddon, “so that our present subseription
* amounts to about £300 per annum.” Dr Taylor of Norwich promises
subscriptions from his congregation, and Bristol and Exeter will probably
aid the causs. Leeds, however, locks coldly upon the plan, and thinks
“the Glasgow education” sufficient for their wants, Liverpool, too, as
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mey be gusssed from the smallness of her contribution, i3 somewhat
lukewarm. The fact was, that Liverpool regarded the whols affair asw
Manchestor scheme, and with that plensing epirit of jenlous rivalry which
has always exictad between the two towns, the Liverpool men insisted on
the site of the Aeaderay being Ormelitk imstead of Warrington. And so
& paper was drawn up at Liverpool, with seven excellsnt reasons for
preferring Ormskirk. These ressons, howevor, do not bring conviction to
the supporters of Warrington, and the Borv. R, Godwin, in a letter to
Mr. Beddon, obeerves that “ soma of thom are false, others dubons, and all,
“whether troe or not, trifling and dmpertinent.’*  And then comes a
rejoinder from **the pentlemen in BManchester,” and then o printed letter
from Bam. Angier, Benj. Heywood, Joseph Brooks, Wrm. TLightbody, and
other of “the gontlemen in Liverpool,” and then * Remarks on & letter
“from the gentlemon in Manchoster to the gentlewen in Liverpool, sub-
“pgeribers to the intended .!L;eademy. April 27th, 176%."  This last letter
shews, I regret to eay, that “the gentlemen in Liverpool” finding that
they are not powerful enongh to carry theic favourite, Ormekirk, lose their
tempor moat cotapletsly. Every fourlh word in this last lotter is italivised ;
and aftor much cutting sarcasm they indignanily domand of their eppo-
nonta, “are not soch gentlemen more properly the authors of contention
“and division?”

The 80th of Juae, 1757, was now appreaching, when the first gemeral
meeting of the supporters of the Aeademy was to be held. A stormy
meeting was evidently expected, end it wees mors than probable that the
whole scheme might founder jost a8 it was getting fairly under weigh.
Bome anonymous friend of the Academy thinks it well before the meeting
to distribute some printed *“ Rules proposed to be observed for the better
“ regulation of proceediogs in the affkirs of the Academy now depending.”
There are nine of these rules, referring chiefly to Proxies, and the necessity
of a good understanding between the Trastees, and Rule VI. rons thos :—
“To remove sll ground of emulation between Liverpool and Manchester
*{where it ia mostly fesred) in the choies of persons to carry on the Aca-
* damy, 1st Manchester have the nomiuation of one, and Liverpool ancther,

= In another Jetter, however, this same Mr. Godwin edmim that ® several are daily
. * compladning that the peoplo of Munchestor are for managing everything relative to the
“ Apademy, independent of others; that Liverpool is igeerant of afl their mewsares, and
" has mot ones been consulted Rpon any one oceszion,”
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“go.;" that “&e." expresses a good deal, and probably mesns (for these
rules evidently emanate from Livorpool) that Liverpool may fix on the site
of the Academy, and that Manchoster, porheps, may then bs sllowed to
provide an architect.

There are two thin old vellom-covered volumess, which contein the
Minntes of the Warrington Academy. The second volame is only about
one-half flllad, for the hopes of the Trustoes wers but partially reslized,
and the Arademy was closed in 1786, after & useful but precarions exis-
tence of nine-and-twenty years. It wns on the 30th Jume, 1757, (a8 we
find from these minutss) that the first meeting of "Frustees was held, and
Warrington was after all the place of meeting. Twentyflve Trustces were
present. Two wers from Bimﬁn.ﬁham, and gight from Manchester. The
Ministers of Gateacro and Boltom, Mr. Mort of Chowbent, and from
Liverpool, Artlinr and Bemjamin” Heywood, Dr. Angier, Richerd Savage,
Thomas Wharton, Thomas Bantley and James Parcival were also present.
Warrington iteelf was represented by the indefatigable Mr. Seddom, Mr.
Elias Bent (who now lies buried in the Cairo Bireat Chapel grave-yard) and
three othar laymen, © After reading the ' proposals for ¢arrying into execu-
“ton & plan for the liberal adncation of yoath,” a long list of resulutions
were proposed and carried. Mr. Seddon, in whobe handwriting the early
minotes seem to be, appears, as well he might be, astonished at the una-
nimity which after all the meeting showed, snd writes, * resolutiona in all
“ which the whole assembly was perfectly unsnimous.” Perhaps, the
gentlemen of the rival towns were tired of guarrelling ; perhaps, they
adopted the soggestion of dividing betwesn them the patronage and
appointments; perheps, and most probably, the more important resolutions
were modified at the time, 50 as to meet the wishes of all, Be this as it
may, Lord Willoaghby ia eppointed President, Mr, John Lees of Man-
chester, Viee-President, Mr. Arthuc Heywood of Liverpool, Treasurer, and
Mr. Beddon, Secrstary. Local Tressurers in the large towns are then
appointed, The subscription list is ascertained to amount to £46% Ss., and
the benafactiona to £148 11a. Four Tutors ave recognised as necessary to
render the design complete, but ot preeent it is more prudent to appoing
three only, Dr. Taylor of Norwich is to be Tutor in Divinity ; Mr. Holt
of Kirkdals, to ba Tutor in Natural Philosophy; and Mr. Dyer of London,
to be Tuator in Languages and Polite Literature, and for the present in
Moral Philosophy. Each of these tutors is to baye £100 per annum from
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the fund, and “with respect to dwelling-houses, are to be at their own
" gxpenags,”  Poor stndents are exempted from payment of fees, but richer
ones must pay £2 s, yearly to each of the tutors. And then comes the
resolution over which Munchester and Liverpool bad already quarrelled in
anticipation, and which was evidently drawn up with the most diplomatic
care :-—" That for the present, and az & tomporary settlement, Warrington
“ia the most convenient sitwation for the Academy, and thet Messrs. Hart,
% Bent, Leigh, Turncr end Seddon are hersby empowered to contract for
* housey immediately.” A monaging committes is then appointed, certain
regulations respecting their functions are passed, and it is declared thet &
general meeting of trustees must be held every year. And thus the new
Academy was started. -

On the 20th October, in this szme year, s letter is sent by the Com-
mittes to the varions subscribers, Houses switable for the Academy have
been engaged © for seven years owly.” Dir. Taylor end Mr. Holt are
lready setiled st Werrington, and (a8 for some uncxplained reason Mr.
Dyer is not settled) they have prowised to divide botween them the Lan-
gusges end Polite Literatare, und Moral Philozophy. The # Tuotors will
take boarders inte their bouses at £15 per annum for thoge who hed two
months’ vacation, and £12 per annuny B those whe had no vacadon ; thees
terms, however, arg exelmsive of “ten, weshihg, fire and candles.,” Three
studonts have already arrived.

Thea chaice of & third tutor was matter of difficulty. Dr. Tuylor recom-
mended Mr. Scott of Norwich ; Dr. Benscn of London snggested the Rer,
Mr. Priestley of Neadbam Murket; others think Mr. Aikin of Kibworth
would ba the best man, snd tho Rev. My, Jenking of Montgomeryshire hus
his supporiers. At last the cholen falls on Mr. (afterwards Dr.) Aikin, and
a long, long letter from Mr. Seddon, dated Mareh 11th, 1758, and pre-
served in the minutes of the Academy, informs him of the fact. I will
not trouble you by the snumerstion of Mr. Aikin's virtues, and the names
of the trustees who recommended bim, which take up a great part of this
latter. Ono passage, however, is eurions enough, as showing what tmvelling
in England was just one hundred years ago.

* “ They knew bewer than to usurp the title of Professers, as a0 many do in these
" dlays from ignorance or presumption; only a chartered hody can give Professorships.”—
Letter from Mims Alkin.



