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PREFACE.

Tae frllowing work containg not a commentary on the on-
tire Book of Dacicl, bt an intcrpretation of the prophetic parte
found in chapters i vil, viil, iz, =i, xii, with particolar regard
to those presapes which sre supposed by many to predict the
personal advent of our Savier A, Tk 12340 There are also pro-
phecies in chapters iv, v, perigining to the kings of Bahylon
alone, but they need no explanation.  The narretive portions
which occupy the rewsinder of the Mook, requivs littds or oo
aid to be readily understond 5 and what difficolties exist in theen,
will generalty bo found soived in thows allusions to the Bures-
tivae parts, which on inlerpremion 6f the propbotie bos mode
II-H'I:?HEBIL!}'-

It tramy appear to 3ona w fholish and to others an unneccssa-
ry matter, b Dotice What i3 techoioslly cailed © Milierizo 7 for
the time i@ ot baod which will clleetonlly test its cuth or e
faleehood, Butsurely po Christiun, no serioas rman should leok
on with indiffercnce, when any portion of the popular mind is
egitated throughout, and swells and heaves tumultuously, fo cre-
ate what evil it may, aod theo die awny 08 it may, The admwo-
nition givan of otd, ® Eefiain from these men aod let them alone,
tor i’ this work be of men, it wiil coma w0 nought,*.~-is of walus
wo fir a2 the doty o refigin from ects of viclence iz concern-
ed, but ill appliea to the disciession of any troth, or the arrest
ofuny evil, Not o fow have adnpted Mr, Miller's views who
are pober-minded end diseerniog on every other subject, and
many more are sesrching the SBcriplures to see whether. these
things ara 20, and they ask for light. They have oot been ac-
customed to atudy the prophecies, and they see not why A. D
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1843 may not be the date as weil an 1866, ete. which heve bagh
fized on by others. They slsc feel that one great eloment of
truth is in the doctrine of the second advent, ag advocated by
Mr. Miller—

u ' The Lard will corme ! bt not the sme
Ap oncs in lowly form he came,
A gilent lamb to sfrughter led,
The bruisnl, thi eaffaring snd the dead.

The Lapd will gome | a dreadfial e
With wreath of Aame, sad robe of storm,
G eheral wings, and wings of wind,
Ancinted Judge of homan kind. "'

To this trath Mr. Miller nwes the greater part of his success
Possibly elso thia wlement of tnnh hes not recaived the stten-
tine in modern preaching it did in the primitive age, apd it
comes to the people now a: something comperatively Dew m
themn,  For mgwirers an this subject, it will not be B thankless
or upeless teek 1o have written.

Omly amel portions, howewer, of this work will be found de-
voted to the modern doctrines of the personal advent of our
Lord, A. Ih 1843, What i5 asid, iv said plaiols, and he who
rung may read that whatever else may be derived from Deniel,
the dovtrimes above meotioned canpot. Whoever wishes to
turn 10 thosa portions st ooce will find them chiafly or pages
90, 30, 42—44, 79, 73, 78—80, 84, £5, 140, 160, 161, 166, 167,
15, 212215, 220, The genersl ecope of the Interpretation will
throw ruere light than acy perticular parts of it.  But the pro-
phecies of Daciel contain vastly more then can be interesting
ooly to those who wish to see it satiefictorily shown that he
doss not predict the end of the world, A. T 1843 Tha
study of themn mekes it Decesaary 1o introduce much  historical
matter of great prectical valoe and of the deepest intereat, A
higher end still, and onoe which it iz the object of this Interpre-
tation to promote more than any other, is the impression which
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these prophecies make, that Jegua is the Cloist, the Bon of God,
whao shonld come into the world—an impression wihich the writer
has himeelf axperienced more deeply than before, unless he =
deceived, and which he would impart 10 othera.  Prophecy and
miracle have not yet done all they were desigred to do, and
chn do, in working with the teachings of our Lord aod his
spostles to produce & teeniguil, firm faith, and & righteous hife.

The order of strdy puwraued hes been fin the more foll
and expapded, end clear prophecics to the more brief, and com-
prehensive and diffienit. Tt 1= obviowe on o peoersl perusal,
aod # is schoowledged by all whe hove swudied these prophe-
cien, that the gencrul scope of ench prophecy or vision is the
pamne, or that they all tend to the same evente. It would ap-
pear therefore most proper to investigate the laner prophecies
firet, and espacially chap. 31 The prophecy next in clearncas
ig ehup. viii, and no one Aispuies that it i« extively punlle] with
chap. xi. Maving studied and aloscly wseertained the mesning
of these two ehapters, the next 1 order iR seen at onoe to be
chap, vii, which is para]llal with chap, viil, throngh the series of
kingdomes as far as to the anoouwncement of a new one to be set
up by the God of beaven, which seems to be its own unfoeld-
ing; and pursllcl eotitely with chap, vil, 8 chap. ii, at least in
its eventy, though diffrent b dessription. From these the
way I8 open to chapg. ix. aud xii, which contein the remainder
of the prophetic portivos.  The epponmuee of order in Com-
mentary, beginning with the first of the book to be interpreted
apd proceeding through to the luet, hee been eacrificed 10 what
has been judged to be at lewst i thie wnetance the true and
philosophical mode of iwvestigntion. The path by which the
nuthor hus reached his resoles, is vos by which he has chosen
to lead others.

Those farmliar with the higtory of Commentacy, will see that
the general corrent of interpretation, which designates the fourth
kingdom as the Roman, hos not been parsved.  The author must
refer for all hie reasons to his hook, and would only bere say

i*
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that be could oot find the Roreen kingdom, except incidentally,
in chap, =i, which is parulle]l with chop. viii, and with the
firat part of the prophecies n chepters Iy, vil. But in his in-
terpretation, thowgh he came to it upeided by what others had
said, he finds himself sustined by some who kave written on
the wubject with much shility, ss for inetance iy the Christian
Beview, March Number, for this present year. The con-
timuance of the opinion that the turth kisgdom is the Ro-
maiy, in bumnhly éooceived to bo the wse it has served in the
oopiroveray ol Protastants with Homan Catholies, and the in-
fuepee of grost vemos like Ste Inose Newton, and perheps
the munney iy whick sp ool a3 man a3 Bishop Newton has
spoken of those who heve amnbraced the opporite opinicn, aa ba-
ing only nfuenced by a “fonduess of disputing shout the plainest
peinte” and ax pantsiningy the “strangs wild conceit of Gro-
ting," or eaking part with the infidel Forpbyry. There is aleo
the eomoulencs between the langunga of Danisl on the fourth
kingdom, sad of Jubn oo peczecativng after Christ; which has
scerned to ideatify them.  Bwe mnst cerpinly meny events dif-
Sorent m the New Testament fimm the Old, are yet described
ik the soe language.  And it is natursl that grest oppressors
&nd persecitors, who must in s0 many genersl points resemble
vach other, shoyld be deacribed in nearly the seme langhage.
Great bad men are norch elike, and hence g0 many very diversse
applications of the prophecies. But the prophecies cannot de-
peribe all the great bad men in the world, all the pevsecutora
of the auints. The wnfert must guides to the particular individ-
uals designated; and the context of Dhaniel by its apecifications
and dates, shows that be had pertinder individuels in view, and
pot o class. [t is the aim of this Interpretation, scropulously
and faithfully to obey this goide.

It remaine 1o make o few remarks on the Book of Daniel it-
self  The histary of the holy man whose name it bears, is given
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8o fully in connexion with bis prophecies, 88 to oeed no noties
bere. He uttered his first prophecy soon after be was intro-
duced to the court of the king, and when he could not have
beem more then twenty-three or four vears of age. His fivet
vision was reveuled to him lorly-eipht years oiter hig St pro-
pheey ; bis finaf viejor, tn the thied year of Cyrus—which moet
heve been near the close of his Lk, for he wes then st least
ninety or ninety-five years of age, and we hear no more of him
afterward,

The Book kears thronghont the impression of one end the
same hand.  The chief appearance of diversity is that from veres
fourth of chapter second to the end of chapter sevemth, it is writ-
ten in the Chaldee language, but the remaimder is in Hebrew.
Thie is & pecolisrity worthy to be aoticed, but it affects oot the
question whether the whole is the werk of one individual, if that
individual undetstoed bath languages—and there ecannot be =
doubt that Daniel understond them both, Wiy be thes wrote,
it may mow he impossible to be spcertaioed 3 omly mqjac.m]'a
can s0pply the reasope, Al that is written in Cheldes, related
particulorly to the Chaldean Linge or people, sxeept ehapter
second in part, and alse chapter seventh inpart It was i thet
the Chaldeans should have thesa events, and alao the whale
of the vision of tha =eries of kingdomrs;, In their own Deofive lan-
guage. 'There were grest ohjects to be gaived by the influence
which Daniel should exert over the pation that conquered his
people; and we can see from the periad of Webuchednezzar's
dreams and onward, how = divirte Providence vrdered ]l things
g0 that Daniel might throw his protection over his countrymen,
meliorate their captivity, und parhaps secora the decree for their
vestoration. ‘The existence of these records in the Chaldee lan-
guage, would of course further thie infueoce, and in this is an
adequate resson for a part of'theze propheciez being found in that
language. Perhaps, ton, as the Bebrew lamguage beceme at that
time groatly corrupted, many of his countrymen born in Chal-
dea would understand the Chaldee better thun the Hehrew.



