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PREFACQCE.

Tuesr Lessons are intended aa a practical drill-book for the
beginner in Latin. They aim to make him familiar with the
ordinary Latin inflections and the simpler prineiples of Latin
syntax ; to teach him ma many words and expressions from
Cwsar's Commentaries ss he con learn with profif, sand thus
prepare him for the suceessful study of that work

References are made to six of our beat Latin grammars, with
any one of which the book may be uwsed. In the part devoted
to inflection, the learner's attention is directed, as far as thought
practivable, to the elements of words declined and conjngated,
—to stems, endings, signs, and connecting vowels. The roob
and formation of stems are not refwrred to; thess subjects e
long more properly to a later stage of the study., In syntax,
the principal rules only are introduced, and these are illustrated
by numercus examples, Of the latter, translations are given
which the learner may imitate in rendering the parallel exer-
cises that follow ; these exercises are taken chiefly from the
Commentaries and sccompanied by explanatory notes. English
exercises to be turned into Latin are also added ; these are 8o
formed that the Latin sentences immedistely preceding furnish
models for their construction,
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A few pages of fables and selections from early Roman his-
tory, together with the necessary annotations, follow the lessona.
Complete vocabularies are added; in the Latin-English part,
such derivations of Latin words sa can be most readily under-
stood are given, and also some English derivatives, Of these
others will sugpest themselves, 'With neither, however, should
the mind of the beginner be muoch burdenmed. Their main use
gt this time is to aid him in fixing the meanings of wonds.
The chief work of the first year in Latin is to master the inflec-
tions and build up & vocabulory,

The order of the grammars has not been followed. The verb
is introduced carly and madse to alternate with the declensions,
8o a8 fo give greater variety to the character of the sentences,
No effort has been made to adapt the length of the lessons to
the capacity of all clasees ; such an attempt woald be futile,
It will often be found necessary to devote two or more recita-
tions to a singls lesson. Some teachers may think it expedient
to omit a few sentences from many of the exercises, To in-
sure a good proparation for Coesar, however, nothing should be
omitted. Tt is believed that for classes in general the hook con-
taine matter sufficient for a year's labor,

The usa of blackboords sufficiently extensive for an entire
cluss cannot be too urgently recommended. The practice of
requiring infleetions snd. translations to be writton ewery day
upon the blackboard, and subjected to the eriticism of the elass,
is moat excellent, It not only adds great interest to the recita-
tion, but alse secuves an accuracy and readinecss which cannot be
as easily attained, perhaps, by any other mesns

The plan of the book was formed for the most part during a
saven years' experience with beginners. It does not seem to me
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necessary to give a list of the introductory hocks, grammar, edi-
tions of Ceeear, and lexicons — Ameriean, Englich, and German
—which have been consulted in its preparation, Sowe things
which appear to be common property bave been adopted without
credit. [ may hers express my sincers thanks to kind fiiends
for encouragement and practical suggestions ; to the Tniversity
Pross of Cambridge for great patience and pains in secoring typo-
graphical excellence ; and especially to my publishers, Messrs.,
8. C. Griggs & Co, of Chicago, for aparing no expense to produce
a school-book unsurpassed in mechanics] execution,

These Lessons are offered to the public with much besitation,
but with the hope that they may prove servicealble to some
teachers and beginners.

EL1SHA JONES.

Unrveesrry oF Mionican, August, 1377.
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