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NaTore or Brnis.

Bills, or amendments, to establish & |sboratory to study the crimi-
nal, pauper, and defective classes have been introduced 1n Congress
by Senators Hoar, Nelson, Bacon, McComas, Quay, Penrose, Money,
and Pettigrew, aod by Representatives Bay (New York) and Heory
e f these bills 1 d scientific

e general purpose of ¢ ills is a sociologic and scientific st
of thegnhnarmﬁl Tﬁm, it heing uudarstuodog]tﬁnt such study ;};d{
development of work already begun under the Federal Government.

The term **laboratory ™ is employed in the broadest sense, not only
including the use of instruments of precision, but the gathering of
sociological data, especially as found In institutions for abnormal
classes; also investigations of anarchistic criminals, mob influence, and
like phenomena; that espacially the causes of social evils shall be songht
out, with a view to lessening or preventing them; that these results
and those of similar work shall be published from time to time.

At present our State institutions gather more or lesa data annually,
but little use is made of them. It is pro to combine and sum-
marize these resulls, to encourage uniformity of method in collecting
data, making the work more useful to the country at large.
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STUDY OF MAN,

EThﬂ reatest of all studies is that of man himself as he is to-day. A
acientific inveatigation of man must be based primarily upon the indi-
vidual, who is the unit of the social organism. .

If we are ever to have sufficient definite knowledge of living human
beings that may become a science, it can only be dene by the carefal
study of large numbers of individuals, The mere thorough the study
and the lnrgir the number the more useful such investigation can be

to society.

Asin mn.chiﬁar}' we must first repair the little wheels out of gear,
8o in gociety we must first study the criminal, erank, insane, inebriate,
or pauper who can seriously injure both individual and community.
Thus a worthless crank, hy killing acgrominent citizen, can paralyze
the community. The injury from such action is often beyond caleula-
tion. Our Government pays out millions to eateh, try, and care for
criminals, but F.W'EH very little to study the causes that lead to crime.

The study of man, to be of most utility, must be directed first to
the causes of crime, pauperism, alcoholizm, and other forms of abnor-
mality. To do this the individuals themuelves must be studied. As
the seeds of evil are usually sown in childhood and youth, it is here
that all investigation should commence, for there is little hope of
making the wo]ﬁ; better if we do not seek the canses of social evils at
their beginnings.

The most rigid and beat method of study of both children and adnlta
is that of theq:bomtorj' with instriments of precision in connection
with sociological data. Such inquiry congists in gathering scciological,
pathological, and abnormal data as found in children, in criminal,
pauper, and defective classes, and in hospitals. Such experiments or
measurements should be made as are of interest net only to sociclogis
;mych;:r—physicists, and anthropologists, but also to physiologists an

ints,

It li:l? been proposed to eonduet such investipations under our Gov-
ernment by the establishment of a laboratory; for to gather a large
number of such data concerning a large number of individuals and to
compute, tabulate, and publisk the results could not easily be under-
'!nkeil by an individual or by a university because of the expense
Involved.

Since the field is necessarily very large, the investigation should be
in those parts of it which promise to be productive of most nﬁr“ﬁcﬂl
results in the way of amelioration or prevention of pocial evils.



6 A PLAN FOR THE STUDY OF MAN,

The follnwiuﬁ is & measuremnent blank being used by the author in
the atudy of children:*

Ho. .
Name ; dete, ; achool grade, ———; mmaofohaarver :
BexX, i + date of birth, ——; epe in years and months, mlor;)l halr,
; of eyes, ; of skin, —— dret born, ———; B n, :

later born, .

ANTHROPOMETREIOA L

Waighh ——i lung capacity, th of chmt, + width of chest,
i dircumference of ggt. "he hit, i sitting hmht'],m.
strength of 1ift,——; of arme, : of right-hand hand
1:!'!1!1:li_h 5 total at'ra'ugth, ——; iathe mbject left-han ed? m.ujmum
of head ; maximum width of head, ——; halie muia:,
d:shmm between zygomatie lmhas, — between external of arbita,
between corners of eyes, b'ol nose, : width of nm
hmghtuf nose, nasal index, i length of pars, right, s left,
Ifng't of hands, ﬂghi'., — lelt, ; width of mouth, { thickness of
P, -

PEYORO-FHYBIOLOAIOAL.

Least sensibility to locﬂilt]', right wrist, ; left wriat, i lenst sensfbility

ti heal-. right wriat, ; left wriat, ]-ﬂast Bﬂnm'hill'cy to contact on the skin,

+ lesat senaibility to pIIIl hy preasure of ﬁb ? lea.ut sengibility to

pain by pressore, right temporal muscle, tempoml muscle, - least

sensibility to smell, right nostril, i le-fl. nosiril, ——; least senaibility of

muacle sense to weight, ré%ht hand ; left hand, i measurement of
effects: of fatigue, n, i pulse, 3 respiration, ——,

BOCTOLOATCA L.

Natignatity of father, ; nationality of mother, ; natiooality of grand-
father, father's mide, i mother’s mde, ; nationality of grandmother,
father's side, + mother's gide, ; occupation of parents, i education
of parents, ——.

ABILTTIES I¥ ETTDIEE.

Eright, dall, or average, in general, s in mthme-hc ; algebra,
FTAMAT, r]rs.wmg, ,geugmp y ]:litory, -, mumc? .
reading, - upellma.: af.u " o A, anch
H 1L, I'&E ] ] V i,

; mannal labor, ete,, —Bf. i
{ Answer after each atudy ar.-d for other tndies not mentioned. When in doubt
88 to brightness or dullness, mark person everage, }

} Bience,

ABFORMAL OR PATROLMIICAL.

If abnormal or peculiar n.me in what way, ; unraly, ; wekly, :

dalacta in h, eetd in gight, defvactn in heari
i ; aoral u}rmmatry, . cephalic, : [ilaslpebrnl fisaures,
Eron ; expression, han balmoa, = ; natrition
l:gmeutation, pr.oe:s e mhitﬂs:m, ; apile ;qr, ior{lm
——— kyphosis, scolioals, ———; other defocts, P d ad,

FUGGERTTONS AB TO FURTHER ETUDIES.

It would be important to find what physical and mental characteria-
ties are common to eriminal children, and whether such characteristics

*Saa Experimental Study of Children writer], reprint from Report of United
Biates 4 oner of Edﬁuhan for 180 ()‘t-'-gé <




A PLAN FOR TEE BTUDY OF MAN, i

are due more fo the child’s nature or more {o his environment. Only
thorough and patient st.udc.ly of large numbers of children can answer
such questions; theory and speculation based on a few facts can not,
but they may accomplish good in calling attention to the subject. It
is generally believed, but not proved, that crime is mostly due to sur-
roundings; if thia can be determined, then there uiiglrmt hope of lessan-
ing it, for it is mnch easier to change the surronndings of a child than
to change its nature.

INVESTIGATION OF BCHOOL CHILDREN.

Much study has been devoted to children in our publie schools; mis-
takes have doubtless been made by those with more enthusiasm than
training. But thia is the case with all new lines of inquiry. Yet
there are vaﬁ practical matters we should know as to our schools.
To establish the measure of the work sccording te the strength of the
pupil is fundamental to health, for overtaxing tiﬂ powers of the young
can leave ita mark for life:

What is the maximum work suitable to a child in the different

riods of development in its school life! And can this maximum be
Injurious at times, as at puberty, when all the vital force may be
required for growthi To answer such practical questions we must
know the physiology of normal growth, its rate of increase or decrease,
and what influences canse such Increase or decrense.*

UNBULY AND EEFORMATORY CHILDREN.

It would be desirable to find what physical and mental traits are
common to unruly school children and children in reformatories. If
there is nothing peculiar as compared with children in general, this is
important to know. In like manner it would be intere.sting to know
what characteriatics, if any, are in common between the feeble-minded
in our institutions and dull children in our schools, These and similar
inquiries, when made with care and discretion, might enable us to fore-
goe with some probability the special dangers that this and that child
rrm'f be subject to, and thua to protect many children from temptations
and conditions that otherwise might ruin &em.

IMPORTANCE OF LARGE NUMBERS.

Where the number of persons studied iz large, many subdivisions
can be made, and in thizs way some of the most important, yet some-
times unexpected, results are ronched. It would be well to know the
difference, not only between children of the professional, mercantile,
and laboring classes, but between those with American parents and
foreign parents, Then, if the numbers were large encugh to admit
furthers subdivisions, we might find the difference between children
whose father is American but mother foreign born and those whose
mother is American and father foreign born. In all such questions,
if there is no striking difference it is importani to know it. us the
influence of marriage between different races or nationalities upon the
offspring might be determined more definitely.

* For further discusmion see “Eﬁaﬁm&ntil Btudy of Children ' { by writer}, reprint
from Beport of Commissioner of Edueation for 1887-88, Washington, D. (.
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If it should be found, for instance, from the comparison of
numbers, where all possibility of aceident or coincidence is eliminated,
that the difference between certain classes of children, such as the
criminal, from children in general is guite marked, the question would
arise whether such difference i due mainly to heredity or to unfavor-
able surroundings. In cases where the crime or defect is due to
heredity the treatment would be quite different from those in which
environment is the cause,

QUEATION A8 TO UTILITY.

But, it may be asked, what as to the utility of studying such ques-
tionst We think it is not ooly useful, but there is great need of such
investigation. We should like to inquire, for instance, as to the utility
of studying rocks and plaots, arrangiog them, meking chemical
analysea of them, ete., if it is not to give a deeper knowle%a of them
and thereby learn more about our planet? So the patient and extended
study of man, especially children, is to gnin more definite knowledge
about him and a deeper insight into his nature. The time has cer-
tainly come when man as he is should be studied as much as nature,

Much money has heen given and great interest manifested for the
discovery of new chemical elements or the search for unknown planets.
We erect statues and found art galleries at great expense. These
things may not all be immediately useful. Indeed, the highest art
spurns even the idea of utility; and yet when it is proposed to atudy
a child thoroughly to guin ap iosight into its nature, to find the
causes of its defects, se that we may pretect it and help it to become
a good citizen, the utilitarian cry is heard, The time has come when
it is important to study a child with as much exactness as we investi-

te the chemical elements of a stone o1 measure the mountains on

@ moon.

If facts about children, whether immediately useful or not, are not
important, we desire to ask what is lmportant in lifel

[From editorial in The Amartean Lawyer, Mew York.]
BCIENTIFIC 3TUDY OF THE CRIMINAL AND DEFECTIVE CLASSES.

An effort is heing made to establish u laborstory in the Department of the Inte-
rior, at Washington, for the practical agﬂ]{mhm of physiological psychology to
sociological and abnormal or pathalegical data, especially aa found in inetitotions for
the criminal, pauper, and defective clames, and in hospitals, and alse as may be
observed in schoolz and other institutions. The defect 1o our present criminal law
is, as we have before remarked, that it regards the erime and not the criminal, It
gre&mprposas that all mankind possess an eqoal power of resistance to autisocisl ten-

enciea. It practically lays down as an axiom that the ehild born of criminal
parents, brooght up in an environment of criume, is antll be has actually come within
the juriediction of & magietrate’s court, a2 equally depirable & citizen to all intents
and Purpamu as he who hae been reared in the atmosphere of the law abiding,
Until an offensa has been committed the law dosa not recognise the offender, For
it the prospective eriminel does mot exist, Unfortunately, there are some bei
whoare moral imbecilea.  To confine our efforts to punishing crime when committed,
rather than to preventing its commission, is like the proverbial locking of barn after
Etmliuﬁ of horse.  Nothing has been done by Government as yet to treat the matter
seientifleally; and when it is considered that WDULTU.DM i the annual tribote which
statigticians assure v8 eociety pays to crime, and that the United Statea has the high-
ext murder rate of any civilized country in the world, one ls almoat tempted to long
far a return to the condition of things when 160 offenses were punishable by death,
though it be conceded that the death penalty s ome of the slightest deterrents to
crime. The promoters of the meastire have cur best wishes



