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PREFACE,

This book was written some fifteen years ago during my
stay in England. Events having called me back to my na-
tive country, and, being engaged in other publications and
my professional duties, I did not meet with, nor seek for, an
opportunity of publishing it. Now this opportunity has been
kindly afforded me by my honored and valued friend Mr.
W T. Hazrms, to whom Hegelianism is greatly indebted
for having boldly set up its banner, and, by his and his fel-
low-workers' labors and perseverance, opened to it a new and
wide field on the young and vigorous American soil.

My object in writing this book was not to expound the He-
gelian doctrine, but, as it is indicated by its title, to pave the
way to the right understanding of it, and to enable the mind
to reach the region of the Hegelian speculation and to grasp
the Hegelian idea—I mean the idea as it has been conceived
and demonstrated by Hegel in the concrete and systematic
unity of its nature and existence. I make this statement in
order that the reader should not expect to find in this book
that which it is not intended for, and also to remind him that
a book, and more especially a philosophical book, cannot be
rightly appreciated and fully understood unless taken as a '
whole, i.e. here with the Hegelian doctrine in general, apd, if
T am allowed to speak of myself, with my other writings,

A, VERA.
MorTREUX (BUrsse), August, 1872,
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Speculutibe Fogie und Philosophy.

Preliminary Remorks.

That there is a Logical seience is admitted on all hands,
and that this seience is of paramount importance for purely
gpecnlative as well as for practical purpases is'a point upon
which all men seem to agree. For although in practical
life men are mostly guided by opinion, by interest, by pas-
gion and caprice, yet there is not one who is not anxious to
strengthen and develop his logical powers—*the faculty of
reasoning” as it i3 generally termed—either to apply it to
the pecunliar objeci of his industry, or to outdo the adversa-
ries whom every one has to meet and to contend with in the
struggles of life. This it is which, with Mathematics, makes
Logic the most popular amongst abstract scienees. For
every one feels, as if by instinet, that to act rightly one must
think rightly, and consequently that the sc'ienpe which in-
quires into the rules of thought mnat be worthy of the atten-
tion of all rational beings ; and as there is neither seience nor
art, nor any practical avocation, which is not founded npon
thought, and doees not require the normal exercise of the lo-
gical faculties, the conclusion natnrally drawn therefrom is
that Logie is a sclence embracing within ita boundaries the
whole range of human knowledge and activity.

But if Logie, when considered in its abstract notion, takes
so high a standing even in popular opinion, it little answers
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the general expectation when conaidered in its present shape
and as embodied in the various logical treatises; and this
accounts for the fact of Mathematics having seen the number
of its worshippers increased, and the field of its researches
and application becoming more and more enlarged, whilst
Logic has fallen into neglect and decay, and if stili tanght in
colleges and schools it i more owing to the tradition of the
scholastic curriculum than to the earnest desire of becoming
acquainted with it; and this in epite of its intrinsic and
acknowledged importance, not only with respeet to other
soiences in genersl, but to Mathematics itself, mathematical
knowledge supposing the existence and the application of
Logical laws, The fact is that this science, the object of
which is to strengthen and develop the rational powers of
the mind as it is now constifuted, seems rather to have been
intended to mislead and vitiate them. For its theories con-
sist of nothing but an aggregate of empty formulas, of arbi-
trary runles, and artificial proceedings, which are neither
consistent with themselves nor with the things to which they
are applied ; and it is only by false teaching and false habits
of thonght, and by a distortion of facts, that we are brought
to think that concrefe ofjects, either physical or metaphysi-
cal, are apprehended by our mind through, and according to,
laws as they are laid down by Logic. For if the matter be
truly investigated it will be seen that they are apprehended
and known in spite of and in contradiction to them.

The failures of Logic have long been felt by philosophers,
and geveral attempts have been made, since Ramus, to re-
model this seience. But I do not hesitate to say that all
attempts have failed, and not only failed but are merely an
inferior reprodudtion of the theories they propose to over-
throw and replace. For there is nothing in Bacon's Organon
or Descartes’ philosophy,* as far as the fandamental prinei-
plea of Loglie are concerned, which conld not be found in the
Aristotelian Organon; and those who have seriously attended
to these matters, and whose judgment is not biassed by na-
tional prejudices and vanity, will agree, I trost, with me in
saying that the Aristotelian Organon surpasses ell subse-

® DNscours sur la Mé'hods ol Rigles pour bien sonduire ses Penades.
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quent logical theoriea by the range and accuracy of its ingui-
ries, and by the scientific charncter with which it is stamped.
As to Bacon’s Organon, the long eherished delusion that he
had discovered a method and logical proceedings unknown
to Aristotle and ancient philosophers has been exploded by
modern criticism and a more accurate knowledge of ancient
philosophy.

The common failure of all logical theories—of the Aristo-
telian as well as others, but more especially of the latter than
of the former, as will be shown in the course of this inguiry—
the error which has precluded the authors of these theories
from establishing Logic on a sonund and firm basis, and which
vitiates, ag it were, the whole stroetnre, i3 to be found in the
very prineiple from which they start, in the very notion they
form of Logical Science. For they have, one and all, consid-
ered Logic as a formal science, as a science whose business
it is to analyze and describe the merely subjective forms of
thoughts, Le. forms that possess a value and meaning as far
a8 the mind is concerned, but which have no ofjecfive bear-
ing or consubstantial connection whatever with the things
the mind apprehends and knows throngh them.

This is the view philosophers have generally taken of Lo-
gic, and starting from this notion they have curtailed it, and
stripped it, as it were, of all substance, leaving nothing but
a mere form, which, for the very reason that it has been sev-
ered from its substance and considered apart from concrete
and real objects — either experimental or metaphysical —is
anything but a rational form and organon of truth. Indeed,
from Aristotle down to the present time, it would seem that
Logicians, instead of enlarging and completing the fleld of
researches marked out by the Greek philosopher, have ex-
erted all their ingennity in compressing it into a narrower
compass by cutting off some of its essential branches and
reducing it to its minimum. Hence the arbitrary and super-
ficial distinetiona of Metaphysical and Logical Truth, of
Reason and Reasoning, of Liogic as the acience of mere Possi-
bilities and Metaphysics as the science of elernal and abso-
lute Realities — distinetions which, whilst breaking asunder
the unity of the mind and knowledge, and with the unity of
knowledge the unity also of things, have made of Logic a
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sort of caput morfuwm, wherein the mind is unable to derive
any rational guide or real criterion either for practical or
gpeculative purposes,

Buch is even at the present moment the position of Logical
Science, thoogh it is more than half a ¢century sinoe the reno-
vation of Logic was accomplished by one of the most extraor-
dinary thinkers that ever existed. I mean Hegel.

‘When Hegel’'s Logéc appeared® it was hailed in Germany
by the philosophical world with admiration; nay, with en-
thueiasm. It was felt that it wonld do away with old Logic,
and inaugnrate a new era not only for Logic and Philosophy,
Pbut for Beience in general. For Logic being a universal sci-
ence, there is no provinee of knowledge to which its influence
does not extend; there is no theory, nor thonght, relating
either to God, or to Natuore, or to ourselves, which does not
involve somse logical notion or law; and consequently the
renovation of Logic muost needs carry with it new mental
habits and criteria, new methods and prineiples, in all prov-
inees of science. L

That Hegel’'s Logie, when better known, when a blind at-~
tachment to old formnlas and a sort of mechanical nse of them
ghall have given way before rational and demonstrative prin-
ciples, will supersede old Logie, does not leave a shade of
doubt in my mind. And the objection raised by some againsg
the Hegelian philosophy, namely, that this philesophy which
once held sway has now been falling off; that his disciples are
soattered and discouraged, and hardly acknowledge the doc-
trine of their master; that consequently this doetrine a faif
son femps, and that it was a transitory phase of the human
mind, & bold but sterile attempt to explain the absolute laws
of the Universe,—this objection hag, in my opinion, very lit-
tle, if any, value. To those who assume that the Hegelian
philosophy has lost its influence, may be opposed the con-
trary assumption. It may be said that what it has lost in {n-
fensity it has aequired in exfent, and that its influence which
was formerly confined to Germany is now spread all over
Europe and beyond the seas, as is attested by private and
public accounts, and by publications relating directly or in-

* It was published {n Nuremberg in 1812,




