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PREFACE.

For the last ten vears I have ocoupled much of
my lefsure time in putting nusic te Mortimer
Colling' Tvrics, and T have thus become familiar
with the poet’s works

I discovered that many of the hest poemns
were scallerad abour in magazines and news-
papers, and \herefore likely to be Josty zo 1
have made it a lahowre of love, (rem tme to Lime,
to collect all these,

In putting together this yolume e only
difficulty has bLeen to know what chodee Lo
make from such a wealth of maleriul, 1 had

intended at first to include only those pleces



viii ' PRERACE,

which bad noc hitherto heen collected ;o D,
findling that Mortimer Celling' previcus volumes
of verse — numely, LAy aad KNgwes, 18535
Suesaner Serps 1800 0 T fun of Sinminge MWoek
drgry vBre,—awere all ot of pring, 1 thl.i,'_:hL well
to reproduee & few of the best poens from those
volumes.

Hlaving acoess to the poct’s papers, T have
been forrunate in fnding some pleces that have
not vet heen published, fom which T haye
chosen o few,

I hos ofien been asked whowrote the Coaedly
if Ldreaaes, and where the book conld be found.
The work lived only in Mertimer Colling' brain,
intended, no deoaby, we be peoduced at some
time when e pressing necessities of life were
lessupon Tim g bul fragments of iU were oecasion-

ally written down, mercly to scive as mottoes
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for the chapiers of his novels, 1 have arranged
these fragments in the best way [ eocld to show
some throad of story ranning theoush, L oam
sure many persons will agree with e that,
disjointed as they are, they were worih collecling.

The Leffer fo D0racld was pullishod . anony-
mosly, i pamphlet Tovm, in t40g, et atteacted
no notice 5 and the surplus cosles were, T Lehieve,
sobd ag waste-paper,

It s generally considered that o pact Jdocs his
best work while be is young, but 1 think any one
acquainted with Moraimer Uolling” woeks ot
acknowledge that he tmproved with age The
srealer pard of che pleces i this volume were
wrilten after e was foety. He died when e
had just completed s forty-aiota vear, aod,
o judme from hiz later work, be was but just

reaching his (ull mental power.
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Those who know the lady to whom this
volume i dedicated [the I 1o whom several
of the poems are addressed | will understand why
Mortimer Collins' poetical faculties developed
during the last decade of his life.

. PERCY COTTON.

Piee Tzee 1licx,
CAMBERLEY, SURREY,

Frlrredsy 1536,
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