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INTRODUCTION

Waen the learmed Aot gave serious
attention to popolar bollads, from the Lime
of Percy to that of Scott, they laboured
under certain disahilides. The Comparative
Method was scarccly wnderstood, and was
little practised. Eadilors were conlend to
study the ballads of theic nwn eonntryside,
or; at most, of OGreat Dritain. T'cutonic
and Worthern purnllels to oor Lallads were
then adduced, aa by Scott and Jamieson.
It was later thar the ballads of Eurape,
from the Fuaroes lo Modem Greece, were
compared  with our own, with Europesn
Marchen, ot children’s talez, and with 1he
popular songs, dances, and tradibons of
classical and zavage peoples.  The resulis of
this more recent eomparizon may be hrielly
stated.  Poetry Deping, as Aristolle says, in
improvisation. Every man i3 his oam poct,
aod, in moments of stronpe motion, ex=
presses himsell 1o san, A lypical example
is the Song of Lamech in Genesis—

** I have slain o man fo my wounding,
And a young sman to my hark”
|



