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THE GENIUS OF JUDAISM.

CHAPTLER I

WITIH THE ERAELITE EVERY THING 13 ANCIENT,
AN NUTHING IH OES OLETE,

Tur existence of the * peculiar people”
professing the ancient Jewish faith has long
heen an objeet of religious conviction, and of
philosophical ecuriosity. The Hebrew scpu-
ated from the Christian, at a period of the
highest civilisation holds an anomalous posi-
tion in society ; and with some truth it may
be said, that he exists in a supernatural state.
The Genins of Judaism remains immutable,
requiring every concession, but yvielding none;
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perpetuating human institutions, which, fron
their very nature, passed away, and still che-
vishing the prejudices of barbarous wras.
But that the Christimm of the nincteenth
century should remain for the Iebrew the
Christian of the niuth, 15 a moral ana-
chronism.

It will not be by taking a popalar view of
the manners of this singular people that
we shall allay the fanaticism of Jew o
Christian.  We must learn to feel Jike Jews
when we tell of their ealamities, and to
reason like Christians when we detect their
fatuity.

The history of the Hebrews developes
those permanent principles which ave still
vperating on their insulated race, and which,
through a long series of ages, by separating
the Israclite from the Christian, have ocea-
sioned a reciprocal ignorance of their modes

of thinking, their motives of conduct, their
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dissimilar customs, and their rreconcilable
differences.  Fewer muisconceptions and less
ervoneous opinions are formed of the castes
of the Hindoos, than of the actnal condition,
and of the feelings, and the conduct of a
whole people domiciliated among the nations
of Europe, and now far more numerous than
they weve in their land of Palestine.
Christians, who have written on Jewish
affairs, frequently  deseribe customs  and
opinions as it they solely related to the for-
mer state of the Hebrews; not aware that
customs and rites which arve perfectly ori-
ental, are still exhibiting in the domestic
day of the Jewish citizen, whether a native
of Berlin or Amsterdam, of Paris or of Lon-
don.  The close of the Jewish history is
imagined to be the final destruction of their
holy city; but this people have survived their
metropolis, their kingdom, and their code :
and a tervible interval of more than fifteen

B 2



