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PREFACE

ITEN I set out to write this book, T meant to giv& the

reader n methodieal, brief survey of some of the chief
problems in philosophical realism (as T understood it), and to
spend most of my labour on certain points in the theory which
I found especially perplexing. I thought, imdesd, that many
of the cardinal features of realism hed been investigated so
minutely within recent yenrs' that I could afford to omit some
of them from my discission and to be very brief in my treat-
ment of pertain of the others, Per confra, 1 considered that
realists had commonly paid too little attention to certain
varielies of knowledge in which, at the first look, other theories
scemed hetter suited to the facks, The ereative imagination of
the artist, for exemple, the constructions of seience, and even
the meanings of perception, might sevmw to belong to n wholly
different order from the simpler ways of apprehending which
the realists disseet (I except Mr Alexander, whose Space, Time,
and Drity had not appeared when 1 wrote) and 1 wished to
examine whether contrasts of this atriking kind were smeurely
established in facl In other words, T wished to search those
other theories on the very ground they had chosen for them-
selves, feeling convinged that realism was strong enough to
oceupy it, and knowing, as a thing of course, that if realism
were to fail in this enterprise, it could only be a provisional,
departmental theery, and not (as it claims to be and as 1
believed) a final, eatholic one,

1 The theary of relntion la an instance,
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I never expected, T hope, to do tere than an underling’s
work in so slight an essay Upen s0 lige a thewe, bot, even
w0y I wish that my confidence had not oozed so persistently as
I wrate, and that [ coulid have felt less like a child in chase
of a rainbow, And now that the privter has put an end to
my stroggles with logie sud my sibblings of the pen, Lam
better able to appreciate the yawning chasm between antici-
pation nud achicvement. Tam doubtful, mow, whether I should
not have ineluded much that T passed over of seb purpose; and
[ sigh for the equipment which would have enabled me to deal
more adegquately with many of the problems that have sought
me out. On the other hand, [ think [ may elaim thet T have
foced any of the difficulties T was able to understand, openly
enough and squarelyy and that T have honestly endeavoured
to keep ohjections in Ehe foregromnd jonstepd of attempting to
gloss them over,

Be that as it may, I muke no apology for the spirit of this
adventiure; mnd T shauld tot wish to do se, even if stech an
apology could ever condone the offince. There can be no
health in philesophy, T am sure, without continual discossion:
and I =till believe most firmly that realism e a truly phile-
sophical theory of knowledge, by which T mean that the realists’
point of view, literally interpreted and resolutely argued,
muy be sustained, consistently and without special pleading,
throughout the whaole wide territory of the theory of know-
ledge.

No part of this book has been published before; but I
have contributed (copiously, I am afmid) to the philosophical
Journals during the past year or two, and these pages show
traces of portions of this published matter and of certain com-
ments tpon it. To be more preeise, two articles in Mind are
connected with the subjects of the third and of the eighth
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chapters in this book: an article in the British Jowrnal of
Prychology dealt in advance with some of the problems of the
seconid ehapter; the concluding pages of the sixth chapter are
tinged with the remembranes of in article T wrote for The
Monist; and the general argument of the book hes n certain
iffinity with the contentions I pul forwarl i s paper pub-
lished in the Procecdings of the Aristotelian Society. In
writing the eighth chapter I hal to cdeal, in part, with the
sithject-matter of a former boak; and I hape 1 have learmed
from my eritics

I wm maost geateful to my futher for Lhe pains he bas taken
in resling the book in proof, and for advising me of many of
iny mistakes,

I. L

July 12, 1920



