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PREFACE.

Tae compilers of this book, desiring to give practical help
to teachers and pupils in beginning the study of English
Literature, feel warranted by lomg espericnce in the school-
room in offering certain supgestions

The writer stndied shoold become & friend, s companion ;
“for indeed there iz somethicg of companionship between
the suthor and the repder.” The main farts of his life
should be given; bat the students should collect additional
ones, and by mesns of them and of familisr talks by their
tescher, there should be presented simply, but vividly, the
man and the author,

The general intent snd the particular mesuing of the writer
in the pxtracts studied should b made very olear: pupils
should be enconrsged to make criticisme, aod to ask questions;
they should be wads to reprodoce passages in fresh words,
_ end to write out the story or tell it orally as .hrieﬂy BS poE-
sible, Wards ought to be defined, sentences analyzed, obsenre
expressions simplified, and numersus questions asked to lead
pupile to use the knowledgs they already possess, and to
search for other itema that will make interesting the pieces
selected for study.

Reading alond will, of course, form a pert of many exer-
cises, and it is a most valuable test of a scholar's comprehen-
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sion of any selection. The recitation of the finest passages
will afford a pleagent variety in the work. (See page 119.)

Too much is oftenr expected of young atudents, and often
too little may seém to he scocmplished ;” but the habita
formed will be of practical value in most other studies in
school or eollege. Tu get the peneral meaning, to under-
stand in detail, and to be able to present olearly to another
mind what we have mastered, arz always important as &
digeipling, and constitute n sure test of muccess.

To the liberal and entorprising publishing bouse (G. P.
Putnam’s Sons) whose name has been most honorably con-
nected with the publication of Irving's works during the
past thirty yeers, warm thanks are due for the courtesy
with which they have accorded the privilege of issuing in
the present form these six delightfol Sketches, Every stu-
dent should pomsesa the complete volume containing Irving's
thirty-two sketches by the same publishers.

Postow, September 3, 1878
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CHRONOLOGY.

1783, April 8, Washingten Irving was harn in the city of New York.

1800. Began to study law.

1802. Cowtributiops to Tie Horning Chrondele, signed Jonethan O1d-
atyle,

1804, Went to Eorope,

1868, Returmed to New York ; wes admitied to the bar,

1807, Sadmogundy, & homorons magarine ; joint production of Wesh-
ington Irving, James K. Paulding, wnd Willism Irving.

1808. Matllda Hollnen, his betrothed, died. Her ¢arly death guve o
tinge of seriovismese to his whole life ’

1809  Higtary of New Yk, by Diadrich Kniclerbocker.  Sir Walter
Beott wes greatly delighted with this work.

16810. Admitted es & partmet with twe of his benthors in the éommer-
oial businees which they cerrled on in New York and Liverpool.

1813 -14. Edited Leelectis Magradne, published in Philadelphia.

1818 Second visit tb Europe

1217. ‘Thomas Camopbell, the poet, gave Ttving a letter of introduc-
tion to Srott at Abbotsford, who said of Irving, © Heis onc of the best
and plansantest acgouintanses I kave mode this many a day.™

1813, Failure in usinesz.  Bankmpter.

151920,  The Shotch-Book was poblished in numbers in New Yock;
collected and published in two volomes in London Ly John Murray,
owing to the (uvorable representaticns of Walter Seotd.

1822,  Brasehefdge Hail, The charpcters in the Christmas Sketohes
reappear in this book. Thomes Moors, the poet, snggested the ides te
Irving. .

1824, Tales of @ Troaseller; aold for 1500 guiness to Murray, withont
his having soen the manascript,

1828,  The Life and Foyager of Chrislopher Columbus.  'While writing
this book in Madrid, he met Mr. Longfellow, who had just been ap-
pointed professar of modern langueges in Bowdein Uollege, and was
studpng in Ewrope to prepoare himeelf for the work,



