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INTRODUCTION.

Tar Swedish langunage belongs to a northern offshoot of
the Old Germanie, which in course of time gave origin to
two slightly differing forms of speech, known to Scandina-
vian grammarians as Forn-Svenskan, the Old 8wedish, and
Forn-Norskan, the Old Norse. The former of these wus
spoken by the Svear and Giitar, or ancient Swedes and
Goths; while the latter, as the name implies, was the
language of the Norsemen, and probably identical with
the Norrena, or Dénsk Tunga, of the Northmen who
first made themselves known to the nations of Christian
Europe.

We have evidence that these two main branches of the
Old Northern never deviated sufficiently from each other
to interfere with their comprehension by all the Scandina-
vian peoples, althongh each possessed certain inherent and
persistent characters peculiar to itself, of which traces may
etill be found in the modern forms of cultivated speech,
which we distingnish as Bwedish, and Dano-Norwegian.

These distinctive survivals of the original twin formas of the
b

2685637



vi INTRODUCTION,

Old Northern have been best preserved in the prov.ncial
dialects of the northern kingdoms, and considerable light
has been thrown on the history of the development of the
Swedish langoage by a study of the various forms of the
so-called * bondesprdk,”’ or peasant-speech, which still
maintain their ground in different parts of Bweden.

The Forn-Srvenstan, or Old Swedish, can scarcely be
gaid to have lost its status as the spoken tongue of the
people till the beginning of the sixteenth century, when,
with the emancipation of Bweden from the dominion of
Denmark, and ita political and social regeneration under
Gustaf Vasa, a new era began in the langunage, as well as
in the political and national life of the people. Gustaf,
partly from policy perbaps as much as from conviction,
early gave his support to the Raformers, whose zealous en-
deavours to provide the laity with trustworthy vernacular
translations of the Scriptures he warmly seconded, encon-
raging the most learned of the Swedish adherents of the
Lutheran doctrines to take part in this praiseworthy labour.
Amongst these, the most eminent was Olaus Petri, who,
although of peasant birth, was an elegant scholar, alike well
versed in the litarature of his native land, and in the learn-
ing of the schools, which he had acquired while studying
at the Glerman universities under the immediate direction
of Luther. His translation of the New Testament, which
appeared in 1536, and is the earliest Swedish version of the
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Seriptures, may therefore be fairly accepted as a true
representative of the highest literary standpoint of the lan-
guage in the earlier half of the sixteenth century. Indeed
it may be said that Olans Petri's work marks the turning
point between the older and more rugged form of the lan-
guage, and that later development from which has resnlted
the spoken Swedish of our own times, The latter has
natorally undergone various meodifications, but it hae
ratained far more of the characteristic vigour of the Old
Northern than its sister-speech of Norway and Denmark,
where even the best preserved provinecial dialeets betray the
Germanizing influences to which both the spoken and the
written language of the people have been subjected. From
this vitiation of their northern mother-tongue the Bwedes
have been eaved through their early severance from their
political union with Denmark, and still more, perhaps,
through their geographical pesition, which, while it has
aided them in maintaining, almost unassailed, the indepen-
dence which the first of the Vasas secured for them, has not
been without powerful influence on the preservation of the
genuine northern charactor of their langaage.

In modern Bwedish, great dialectic differences of inflec-
tion and pronuncistion are still to be met with even among
the educated classes, although it cannot be denied that the
present generation is showing a constantly increasing incli-
nation to level provincialisms towsrds a more general



