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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

De. Wein has stated, in his Introduction to
these Lepends, that he chiefly extracted them
from original Arabie records, which are stiil re-
ceived by Mohammeodans as the ingpived biog-
raphies of the ancient patriarchs and prophets. -

It mmst still farther be added that the leading
ideas of these Mobhammedan legends, i. e., their
promivent historical narratives, and the doe-
trines and precepts which they either state cx-
pressly or imply, arc contained in the Koran.
In some instances it gives their minutest partic-
ulars. Indecd, it would seemn as if these legends
formed part, at least, of what the founder of the
Mohammedan faith terms *the mother of the
book,” indieating that they proceded his Koran
in order of time, and embodied the germ of that
faith which he subsequently developed.

Fhis idea is suggested by the learned German
compiler, and is corroborated by the faet that
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the legends were unknown to the Arabs before
Mohammed began to preach, while in the Ko-
ran he refers to them as already familiar to his
hearers.

But, be this asg it may, it i5 certain that the
fact of their leading ideas being found in the
Koran invests thern with divine authority to the
faithfil Moslem, for it is a primary article of his
creed thal every thing contained in the Koran
is of Allah. On first reading these lepends, it
1herefore occurred 1o the writer that they might
be a valuable acquisition, as.an epitome of Mo-
hammedan theology and morals. And their
pecaliar character, their constant allusion to
scriptural facts, with which most Bible rcaders
strongly identily themselves, their novel, and
gorgeous, and often sublime inventions, invest-
ing them at once with the fidélity of historical
detatl, and the freshness and fascination of Ori-
ental fietion, seetn 1o fit them especially for pop-
ular instruction. If it be asked what benefit
may be derived from promulgating the tenets of
a prolessedly erronecus system, it is replied that
a distinction ought to be observed between the
false systems that have ceased to be believed,
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and those which are still maintained as divine
truths by any pertion of mankind.

It may be questioned whether the former
ought at all to be taught, although there are
reasons why even the exploded mythology of
the ancients should be known; but respecting
the second class, to which the religion of Mo-
hammed belongs, there should be bot one opin-
iom.

Our Redeemer has committed to us, in part,
the propagation of his holy [aith, by which alone
he deelares that mankind shall attain to that ho-
liness; peace, and plory for which they have
been created.  The exhibition, therefore, in the
stewards of the Gospel, of & [alse religion, in
which, a8 in the case before us, one hundred and
twenty millions of enr inmortal race are at this
moment staking their all, can not but be impor-
tant, at once to awaken within us feelings of
deep and active charity for these benighted mul-
titudes, and to furnish us with the requisite m-
telligence for effectually combating their griev-
ous errors with the weapons of truth.

Should the public feel any interest in this

work, the translator proposes, in a future vol-
A2
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ume, to discuss the legendary prineiple ul some
length, and to show the analogy of its practical
working in the Jewish, the Mohammedan, and
Roman Catholic systems of religion.



INTRODUCTION.

Momnamuep has been frequently reproached
with having altered and added most arbitrarily
to the religious history of the Jews and Christ-
ians, two Important considerations not being
sufficiently borne in mind. In the first place,
it is probable that Mohammed learned only iate
m life to wrile, or even te read the Arabie, and
he was unquestionably ignorant of cvery other
spoken or written lnnguage, as s sufficiently ap-
parent from historical testimony : hence he was
unable to draw from the Old and New I'csta-
ments for himself, and was entirely restricted to
oral instruction from Jews and Christians.

secondly, Mohammed himnself deelared both
the Old and New Testaments, ns possessed by
the Jews and Chistians of his time, to have been
falsified ; and, consequently, his own divine mis-
sion could be expected to agree with those writ-
ings only in part. But the torning-point on
which the greater portion of the Koran hinges
—the doctrine of the unity of God, a doctrine
which he embraced with the nimost consistency,
and armed with which he appeared as a prophet

« -before the pagan Arabs, who were addicted to
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the most diversified Polytheism—appeared to
him much obscured in the Gospels, and he was
therefore foreced to protest against their genu-
ineness.

But with regard to the writings of the Jews
of the Old Testament, which he had received
from the mouth of his Jewish contemporaries,
he was induoced to believe, or, at least, pretend-
ed to believe, that they too had undergone many
chanpes, inasmuch as Ismael, from whom he
was sprung, was evidently treated thercin as a
step-child, or as the son of a discarded slave,
whercas Abraham's paternal love and solicitude,
as well as the special favor of the Lord, were
the exclusive portion of Isaac and his descend-
ants. The predichons respecting the Messiah,
ton, as declared in the writings of the Prophets,
appeared to him ineompatble with the faith in
himself as the seal of the Prophets. Moreover,
Mohammed was probably indebted for his reli-
gious edueation to a man who, abandoning the
religion of Arabia, his native country, had songht
refuge first in Judaism, and then in Christianity,
though even in the latter he does not seem to
have found perfect satisfaction. This man, a
cousin of his wife Kadidja, urged forward by an
irresistible desire after the knowledge of truth,
but, as his repeated apostasics would serve to
show, being of & skeptical nature, may have dis- .



