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A DAY TIIT

“THE VERY NOBLE CITY,”
MAN I LA,

Kot loog alter a midnight early in the year,
in an overheated, malodorous eabin, on one of
the small steamers that labour through the
aea between Hongkong and Mauils, I awoke
from a restless sleep. The lurzaltuous woters
bad become quier, With the inerensiog
amoothuess of the vessel's moiion I was soon
aronsed to complete walkefulness, and went
opon deck. A warm, soft sir was blowing.
The sky was s-sparkle with stars, sore of
them atrange (o me. The ocean, in the
far distance lost in blackiess, lishbtened near
by under a lominous sky and scintillnted with
phospliorescence where ble stenmer eleaved
ita path through it DBut, not far away, off
the stnrboard quarter, arase, dark within the
bovizon's gloom, o great iwoand from whose
further edge flnglied a brillinot light., That,
I goessed, in the {afand of Corregidor. We
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were on onr way up the bay towavds the city of
Manila. Ta the nevth, bub dimly seen, stood
the mainlapd as & mouttsin mase, TForwerd,
the sltip seened to he dushing onward thirongh
the open sea, Across that bay T knew there
yet lay mearly thivty wiles ere we shou'd
finigh our voyage. Defore long I went below ;
and Lheve, with thouglits of a midnight seven
wonths before, when a fleet of war-vessels
glided dark in the darkness over tlhe very palh
our gteanser wns then following, 1 fell nsleep.
When I ngain swoke the ship’s engine had
ceased  its monptonous poundings.  Onee
mave on deck, I found aseene wholly different
froan thae of the widnight, Our vessel waa
yet woving—pliding very elowly,—through
the still water, buy nround it, visible in the
night's lessening gloom, lay vumercus eralt
sriafl aud great. Off the starboard bow, along
a shove faincly marked, glibteved meny star.
like lights, Ligh over which in the paling sky
finved the womning atar. Fur away to the
gouthiwest lay on the liorizon a ecluster of
twinkling points, as (hoogh a conatellation
were abeut 1o sink from sight, and almost
directly above them, erech in the lieavens,
ghone in unclonded igsolation the SBouthern
Cross, The down came awiftly. The obscare
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scena rapidly ook on definife shopes. .The
ptar-like lighiz along ibe shors suddenly,
wholly dissppeared. Slowly the enstern sky
brightened. An anchor was dvopped from
our ehip. Then, the son aross, following a
gorgeons procesgion of colours, moving over
sky, sen and land, At lnst, after thiree nighis
and two days of atruggle throngbh hoffeting
seas, onr vessel had come to rest, moored
near the long breakwaler wall, past which
the Puagig viver gives itself to Manila Bay,

IN THE BAY OF MANILA.

With the sonvise the sifent ships around
broke forth into bogtle and neise. A bogle's
reveills discovered that several of the vessels
there were for the purposes of war, nob of
commerer, Soon we saw their decks teeming
with goldiers. DBut of sommanding inbeveat
for the time, wae the view of the land dis-
cloged by the rising san, Against the ensborn
horizon, stretched in sombre, irvegolar outline
the vools, towers and babblemsenis of the
famed eapital of the Orienlal tropies, wamed
three hundred yenrs ago * The Very Nolle
Qity.” Three centuriea ago it was aiready a
eapital, and more than three huudred years
ago it had been Lonored oa the eily " always
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loyal.” King Philip I1I of Great Spain did
but seek to erown the city by adding to the
legend for yeara emblazoned on its Coat of
Avrms the eminent title—* The Very Noble."
There, under the effulgence of the risen sun
it nppeared, bringing to mind, with pictures-
gua outline drawn againat the sky, the eity of
Dante and Giotto. [ looged Lo pass within
those low-shrelched walls! DBut they were
yeb tore than n mile distand neross an ex-
pange of water,

For quite o while after the sun-rise we wers
met with no greeling or inquiry from the
shore. The early honr, however, was full of
intberest to ua visitors feom other landa. Cavite
wig pointed out, miles to ihe sonth, where wa
could just gee the gathered Ameriean flest ot
reat. From the masts and rigelog of those
grimy guavds nnd fighters Lad shone the
eonatellation-like, twinkling points visible lo
us before the bresk of day, Almost in the line
of view towarde those ships of way, just beyond
the breakwater, lay a pathesio reminder of that
terrible morning in May a year age,—a Spanish
eruiser, juet raized from the depihs into whieh
it had then been aunk by Admiral Dawey’'s
guus, There it was ab anehoy, a beoken, bat-
tered, barren hulk, zaved fiom the oczan Lo Le
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made again, if possible, & machine of deadly
power, but to serve henceforwnrd the will of
new maaters, The troop-slips near by, sc we
learned, were filled with a regimeniand a
batiary ordered to the support of the expedi-
tion that, s few daye before, liad left Manila
to take possession of the mid-FPhilippine port,
Iloilo.

UF THE PABIG RITER.

By the kinduess of an English merchant
returning to his home, two of us of the ship's
passengere, were ensbled to make an eavly
landing in the city. Permitted by the brown.
clad American soldiers, who, in the interesis
of the Cusloma servise, Lad talen possesaion
of our vessel, the merchant made us weleome
on the deck of Lis launeli. Then, passing the
troop-ships, whose soldiers by the score were
takiog their moming plunges into the bay and
filllug the air with boisterous shoutivgs over
their play, our host's launch sped to the
river's mouil and up the atream. The vide to
our lnnding place was not far, not muel wove
than two miles, but this evening’s time would
fail me were 1 6o by lell ol all the sights of
novel intevest there revealed. Memories of
southern Florida were started as I saw on the



