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*We arz no other than a moving row

OFf Magic Shadow-shapes that come and go
Round with the Sun-llumined Lantern held
In Midnight by the Maser of the Show;

But helpless Pieces of the Game He plays
Lo i Checuet-hoard 52 Nighu snd Dikgi;
Hither and thither moves, and checks, and :hgu,
And ene by one back in the Closst lays."”
—Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam.
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PREFACE.

It is an age of plain speaking. When any
good purpose is to be served it is well to call
a spade by its right name. The ancient and
pseudo-respectable prodery 18 giving place to
an earnest and mtnlhgant desire 1o know more
of the physical meaning of life. While teach-
ers and preachers have been buosy with the
fine points of morals and ethics, the terrible
seonrge of venereal disease has been stealing
into our homes, like a thief in the night, de-
stroving iunocent victims by thownsands.

Fiction writers have assumed or been al-
lowed all manner of freedom In our current
literalure, even of the beller elass, wo called,
in dealing with snggestive situations, and
illicit sex ecomplications are boldly deseribed,
but aoy fair and truthfnl exposition of real
dangers, even though presenied in proper,
though plain lapguage, has been tabooed, The
ery of the child, until recently, has not been
heard—the ery that demsnded the mght to be
well born, of elean and healthy parents; the
call of the unborn to be given & fair chance, to
have used in ils behalf the best that seience
and progress could offer, all this has been un-
til recently ignored.

Now, a new era i3 dawning. We will teach
all these things, these engenie things, in our
schools, in our fiction and in other literature
read by the common people, and eventnally
a general knowledge along these lines will
erystallize a strong public opinion into Law



and that designed to proteet the innocent and
exelude all menace to health and happiness
from home life,

Thege stories may be premature. They may
be timely or untimely; they may be good or
bad fietion as judged by the usual standards
of literary eriticism. They have at least one
merit none can deny to them: sincerity and
reality, for they are bits of real life gathered
from the writer's diversified experiences. Let
them serve you if they may, to some good end.

C. ELTON BLANCHARD,
Youngstown, Ohie, Mareh, 1913,



THE PROLOGUE.

I had a vision of life as a great Highway,
and along this the human race was traveling—
s multitnde of hustling, jostling ereatures, each
earnestly intent uwpon his own progress, show-
ing but litile, if any, coneern about the condi-
tion of others,

I was in the throng, but why I knew not,
nor had I knowledge of how I got there. Of
those passing near [ asked, ““Whither are we
bound 1** bul none gave heed to offer a satis-
factory znswer. I only knew that we were
traveling on and on.

Of others [ sought what seemed for the mo-
ment & more reasonable inguiry, and I asked,
“From whenee came we i’ and vet even to this
fair gquestion I had no answer—excepl the si-
lence of ages.

And ofter gnd anon there eame those who
geparated themselves from the pressing throng
and fell by the Wayside. Eaeh of these weary
travelers earried & burden, some of one sort,
some another, and this burden they ealled Ex-
perience.

They conld not lay it down—they could not
give it up. Though in telling of it, often they
shed bitter tears, still they seemed to prize it
with a weird kind of tenderness. Sometimes
it scemed to me the more of sorrow this bur-
den bore, the more the care-worn traveler
cherished it.



