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INTRODUCTION.

Tne present publication has been prepared as a gennine
lahor of love, by the surviving relstives of Mr Wheelwright.
1t ia for the moat part s franslatlon, made by them, from the
work of Mr. J. B, Alhoedi, xecently published st Parig, in :
the Spanish lanpuacre, under the title of ¢<

“LA Viba Y108 TRAE2108 ISDUSTHIALES DE WILLIANM
WNRELWRIGHT, EN LA AMERICA DEL S5UD."

BMr. Albend]l §= an eminent citizent of the Argentine Gon-
federntion, distinguished in diplomaey and s & writer on
questions of international jugeprudence. 1Tis momolr of Mr.
Wheelwright, includinge an expos'ition of the [mdusirlal lahors
of tha latter in the Hepublics of Chili, Pern, BEogador, and La
Plata, is composed with a knowledge of the fnetz, an am-
plitode of daiwils, und a just appreciation of the subject in
all its bearings, which could ba arquired ooly by personal ob-
servation end aceess to local fnformation in South Americs.

Of the character and public ecrvicea of Mr. Wheelwright,
the anthor speaks in the spirit and langunge of enthusiastic
admiration, which, if highly colored, is yet natural and ex-
cusable on the part of & South Amerivan,and especially » son
of the Argentine Rapablic.

For, while Mr. Wheslwrighl was juatly hoonored in hia
native country for s many high perscnal gualities and the
celebrity he had aequired by arts which promoted either
directly or indirectly the welfars of all mankind, and which
therefore in effect reached the Tnited Blates, still the Imme-~
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diate field of those important acts was in the countries of
Bpanish Americn.

In those vast and even yet inmperfectly developed regions,
Mr. Wheelwright was the plonear of all those great works
which in our day have changed the face of the world, —
steam navigation, tailways, gas, hatbor improvements, the
exploitation of coal, and other instrumentalities of material
proaperity and advancement, eotitling him to be ranked
among the great benefaclors of Lis mwe, especially in South
America.

It is most fitting, therefore, that conspicucus testimony o
his merits should come (0 us Trom Spanish America in the
work of Mr. Alberdi.

But Mr. Whealwright was afterall o citizon of the United
Htates. devolodly attached to his country, never forgatting it
in the midat of his foreign toila and trivmphs, fondly rogue-
ring in all timee and places to the recollection of lis naiive
Innd, his bhirthplace, sl 1he kinsfolk and the friends of his
Fouath.

It is therefore (iling, alsa, that his sarvivine relatives
shoald desire to give publicity in our gwu lsoguage to the
full aceount of his industrial achievermeonts drawn np by Mr.
Alberdi.

The writer of this brlef nete 18 proud to be able hereby to
contribute hiz humbde part toward perpedusting the menwry
of a most esteemed compatriot, with whom he maintained
eonslant relations of zinvere friewdship from the days of
childheod onward to the last years ¢f tho long and hanorable

life of Mr. Wheclwright.
C. CUSHING.
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