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DEDICATION.

From nomerons conaiderations, which have made a
deep and lasting impresaion on his miud, the author of
thiz wark is induced, most respectficlly and alfection-
ately, o inseribe it to the Secoip Usiveesavnist
Sc_u:::n"r i Bosto, to which it has heen his happi-
ness, for wuny years, lo minister.

H. Bawrov

Bowron, March 20th, 1534,
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KOTE.

The division of this work imo chapters, the iles afized
o the paragraphs, the table of contents, the dex, and
the foot noles, are to be aitriboted to Thomas Whine-
lnore,
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PREFACE,

A ramt of what is contained in the following
work has been before published in the Uriversal- -
izst Expositor. But ms that work mever had =
very extensive circulation, the author had a de-
sire of bringing his views on the subject treated
on, more extensively before the public, and that
in a treatize by itsell; by which means it might
be more likely to become a subject of general
consideration and investigation.

The wheole, a3 it 15 now embodied, will make
the reader pretty well acquainted with the visws
of the author, on the greneral subject, and the
principles on which he founds them.

If the views maintained in the following essay
are any mofe in acoordence with teath, than
those doctrines which oppose them, there is every
good reason for laying them belore the public,
which ean be required for so doing,  We cannat
allow that trih aught not w be advanced if it

conflict with long established opinions, and tend
1%




6 TREFACE.

to give offenee o plous persons, who have long
been established in the popualar doctrines of the
day. If we cansent to such argument, we thereby
pass censure on that Divine Teachor, who warned
his disciples to beware of lhe doctrines of the
Seribez and Phariszes; and not only do we
thereby charge him with fault, but jusily his
revilers and persecutors.  In so deing we should
take the position occupied by those, in our Sa-
viour's time, whe shut ap the kingdem of heaven
ngainst men ; and who would neither enter tham-
selves, nor saffer others 2o to do.

If the mmster spirits who led in the reforma-
non, in the sixteenth century, had yielded ta the
fear of giving offence to a church which was
imbuoed with error and corroplion, the maral
darkness which characlerzed thal age mght
have continoed a protracted night; and the benign
light, which has made euch salutsry advances,
might have been excleded from the Christian
world.

Whatever may bhe zaid 1o justify Galileo for
ah_j.uring' the Cupernican syatem, when his lifa
was menaced, the seme coull net be wrged in
extenuation of the impropriety of withholding
important truth {rom soelety, in timez which are
not disgraced with effices of inguizition.
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Should the reader object to the forepoing
remarhs, a8 giving any countenance to the pub-
lishing of docirine 50 ertoneous az he may believe
is maintained in the following papes, he i3 re-
minded that such an ohjection conatitutes himself
gs odions an inquisilion as erer was nourished in
the bozom of popery. The times in which we
live, and the happy government which guarantees
and defends the right of every individual in com-
munity, not enly jostify the honest confession of
our religious santiments, bat call on us to dis-
charge soch a doty. T addition to this call, &
paramount one is recognized from truth iteelf.
To this call the writer of he following essay has
been conscientiously devoted for mgre than fony
years; and he has endeavored faithfully w dis-
churge the doties which it embraced, notwith-
sanding the many paioful conflicts through which
they have carricd him.  Not that he would boast
af having alvanced nothing but trath ; for exper-
ence has ofien enforeed on his mind the truth of
the maxim, that % to o7 13 baman.” Bul such
sxperience has been usefnl; as by exposing his
mistnkes tothe investipation of strenger and mora
enlightenad minds, they have been corrected.
One consclation he haz conswmntly enjoyed, in




