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PREFACE.

T little volume iz dedicated to the service of those
who, with & dcsive to benefit the Poor, may feel the
drawhack of personal inexpericnce, Its counsel is the
result of long and intimatc scquaintance with the
Poor; its narrative illustrations are strictly true, and
the subjects of them were personally kmown to the
writer. It is humbly and thankfully offered to Ilim,
* who, thongh He was rich, yet for our sakes became
poor, that we through His poverty might be rich."—
2 Cor, viil. 9.

London, 1856,
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THE COTTAGE VISITOR.

INTRODUCTORY CHATTER.
VISITING THE POOR.

! Through the tender mezey of our God ; whereby the day-spring from on high
hath viafted s, bogive Dght te them that &t 18 darkoeds and the shadgw
of death, to guide our fest ot the way of peaca’— Loke L 76, TR

Owe of the most affecting declarations of Holy Seripture
15 that, which with all the tonderness of & divine lament,
refers the alienation of man’s heart from God, t0 the fast
that man krows not God. May not the same in its
meaeure be said of those high though subordinaie objecta
of interest, which God hus placed within our reach? if
our feeling towards them ba one of indifference, the cause
lies in our not having scquired & troo knowledge of their
claiins on our regard. If then our feeling with reference
to the Poor be one of indifference, it proves that we as
yet have no trae knowledge of their claim to cur interest.
And as we shall be held personally answerable if we be
B
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2 VIEITING THE POOR.

found without that knowledge of God, which binds the
beart in devotion to Him, shall we altogether escape
responsibility if we peglect the means, provided for us in
the Seripturee of truth, and in the life of every day, for
acquiring thet knowledze of the Poor which is essential
to rightly directed efforia for their good 7

When we listen to the voiee of Him, who * through
the tender mercy of our God hath wisited ws,” we hear
Him szy, “I have given yon &n cxample, that ya should
da s I have done to you." John xiii. 15, Can we then
also hear the divine declaration, ** My peopls sre destroyed
for leck of knowledge !™ and not basten on the heavenly
mission, proving that the love of Christ constraineth us ?
Be sssured you need not take m smingle step in such s
work uhaided, unblesscd. He who stands before you in
the way undertakes to be your guide, and says to you,
“ Follow Me!"™ Ta knows your inexperience, and says
to you, ¥ Learn of Me!" He Enows your insufficiency,
therefore He says to you, * Ask, and it shall be given
you!" If you go forward in obedience to these com-
mands, your way will be pleazantness, and your path

Our Lord, when teaching vs beforchand the final test
by which He will Himself pass an atarnal sentence of
blessedness or woe upon us, does not merely say, “Ye
geve Me drink; ye clothed Ma;"” but also, * Yo wisited
Me ; ye come wido Me!” 5t James in his brief sum-
mary of * pure snd undefiled religion before God and the
Father,” speaks not merely of relieving the femporal
necesailies of the Poor, but of visiting the fatherless and
widows in their afliction— he singles out bereavement’'s
saddest desolation, and by that one word * visit " foreibly
implies an exercise of personal sympathy wod aid, & light



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 3

of tenderness, counsel, and comfort, beaming upon those
over whom sorrow’s night has darkened. We have a
beantifol illustration of & *visit,” in adversity’s hour,
when Joseph enters the dungeon where the king's pri-
soners were bouwnd; “Ile came in unto them in the
morning,” probably in the discharge of & trust committed
to him ; bt how quickly do we feel him not the keeper
of the captives so mmeh as their visifor, full of com-
paszionate tendernesa; “ He looked upon them, snd
behold they were sad ; and ho ssked eaying, Wherefore
logk ye so eadly to-day ?"”

Let the rich man make himself' & home where he will,
the homes of the Poor gather around it  “The Poor,"
onr Savioor said, © ye have always with you, and whea-
socver yo will ye may do them good.” The joy of deing
good to the Poor may be yonrs— Their Maker, P'reserver,
and Redeemer, has given you His permission and sssur-
ance; Ob esteem it not lightly, for once neglected and lost
1o Tansom ¢gn win it back |

The secret of suecessful intercourse with the FPoor, is
the training your own heart in Prayer snd Sympathy.
OFf Prayer 1 have before spoken as the means which yon
are encouraged and enjoined to use by our Lord Himeelf;
it iz indeed the key by which you must continually seek
to open the Treasury of God's mercy and grace for the
sapply of all your need. “ In everything, by prayer and
supplication with thankegiving, let your requests be made
known unio God.” Phil. iv. 6. The necessity and power
of sympathy may not at first sight be equally apparent,
yet it is the atiractive influence by which the heart of the
Poor will be drawn to your own. Sympathy is more than *
Pity ; pity is an oceasional feeling, sympethy an abiding
disposition—a fellow-fesling disposing us to take sa inte-



