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LAWS OF MAINE

EELATING TG

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
1915

EDUCATION OF YOUTH.
LOCATION OF SCHOOLS,

Sec. 1. The school districts in all towns in the state are
abolished. Provided, however, that school districts orgamized
with special powers by act of the legislature, may refain such
organization and special powers ; but zaid districts shall annually,
on or before the first day of June, by their apents, trustees or
directors, submit to the school committees of their several tow:s
estimates of the amounts required for the maintenance ot the
schools therein, other than free high schools, for the ensuing
school year, and shall be entitled to such portion of the commen
school funds of the town as said committecs shall determine,
which sum shall not be less than is necessary for the mainte-
nance of their schools for a period equal to that of the other
schools of the town; and provided furfirer, that the corporate
powers of every school district shall continue so far as the same
may be necessary for meeting its liabilities and enforcing tis
rights; and any property held in trust by any school district by
virtue of a gift, devise or bequest for the benefit of said district
shall continue to be held and used according to the terms thereof,

Sec. 2. The location of any school legally established prior
to the seventeenth day of March, eighteen hundred and ninety-
three continues unchanged, notwithstanding the district is abol-
ished ; but any town at its annuzl meeting, or at a meeting called
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for the purpose, may Jetewnine the number and location of its
schools, and may discontinue them or change their location;
but such discontinuance or change of location shall be made
only on the written recommendation of the superintending
school committee, and on conditions proper to preserve the just
rights and privileges of the inhabitants for whose benefits such
schools were established ; promided, however, that in case any
school shall hereafter have too few scholars for its profitable
maintenance, the superintending school committee may suspend
the operation of such school for not more than one year unless
otherwise instructed by the town, but any public school failing
to maintain an average attendance for any school year, of at
least eight pupils, shall be and hereby is suspended, unless the
town in which said school is Iocaled shall by vote, at the annual
meeting, ot at a meeting called for that purpose, after the said
committee shall have made a written recommendation to that
effect, instruct its superintending school committee to maintain
said school. The superintendent of schools in each rown shall
procure the conveyance of all common school pupils residing in
his town, a part or the whole of the distance, to and from the
nearest suitable school, for the number of weeks for which
schools are maintained in cach year, when such puopils reside
at such a distance from the said school as in the judgment of
the superintending school committee shall render such coavey-
ance necessary. Pravided, however, that the superintending
school committee may authorize the superintendent of schools,
to pay the board of any pupil or pupils at a suitable place near
any established school instead of providing conveyance for
said pupil or pupils, when in their judgment it may be done at
an equal or less expense than by conveyance.

Sec. 3. When a location for the erection or removal of a
schoolhouse and requisite buildings has been legally designated,
by vote of the town at any town meeting called for that purpose,
and the owner thereof refuses to sell, or, in the opinion of
the municipal officers, asks an unreasonable price for it, or
resides without the state and has no authorized agent or attor-
ney therein, they may lay out a schoolhouse fot, not exceeding
three acres, and appraise the damages as is provided for laying
out town ways, and appraising the damages therefor; and on

payment or tender of such damages, or if such owner does not
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reside in the state, upont depositing such damages in the treasury
of such town for his use, the town designating it may take such
lot to be held and used for the purposes aforesaid; and when
such schoolhouse has ceased to be thereon for two years, said
lot reverts to the owner, his heirs or assigns, And any town or
city may take real estate for the enlargement or extensionm ol
any location designated for the erection or removal of a school-
house and requisite buildings and playgrounds, as herein pr>-
vided; but no real estate shall be so taken within fifty {feet of a
dwelling-house, and all schoolhouse lots and playgrounds thet
require fencing shall be fenced by the towa or city.

SEC. 4. If the owner is aggtieved at the location of the lot,
or the damages awarded, he may apply to the comnty commis-
sioners within six months, who may change the location and
assess the damages. If the damages are increased, or the loca-
tion changed, such town or district shall pay the damages and
costs ; otherwise the costs shall be paid by the applicant,

Sge. 5. If any town or school district, by its officers or by a
committee, has desipnated, located and described a lot upon
which to erect, move or repair a schoolhouse, and from mistake
or omission has failed to comply with the law, whereby such
locationn has been rendered invalid, three legal voters and tax-
payers thereof may apply in writing to the selectmen of said
town, and have the lot, se designated or described, re-appraised
by them,

Sec. 6. The selectmen of any town to whom such apph-
cation has been made, shall forthwith give not less than seven
nor more than twenty days’ notice, to the clerk of said town or
district and to the owner of such real estate, or to the persons
having the same in charge, of the time and place by them fixed
for such hearing, and shall, after examination and hearing of
all interested, appraise the lot as set out and affix a fair value
thereon, exclusive of improvements made by said district or
town, either by buildings or gtherwise; and shall, as soon as
practicable, notify the town or district clerk, and the persons
interested in said estate who had been notified as hereinbefore
provided, of the sum at which said lots had been appraised,

3ec. 7. The sum fixed as the value of said lot shall be
assessed, collected and paid over as other school money.
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Sgc. 8 Any sum which has been tendered and is in the
hands or under the control of the persons owning or having
charge of such land, shall be allowed in payment of said ap-
praisal.

SEC. g 1f the town or district, or persons owning or haviug
charge of the land on which such location is made, are dissatis-
fied with such appraisal, either party may within ten days appeal
to the county commissioners of the county in which the land
liez, by filing a copy of the proceedings and a claim of appeal
with said commissioners, and the determination of a majority
of said commissioners not residents of said town, shall be final.

Sec. 10. When any schoal district or town has erected or
moved a building upon such lot or in any way improved the
same, such improvement shall iture to the berefit of such town
ar district, and the same may be as completely oecupied anl
controlied by sueh town or district as it would have been if
stich location had been in strict conformity to law,

Sec. 11. The legality of a tax assessed to build, repair or
move a schoolhouse and to pay for a lot, shall not be affected by
any mistake or error in the designation or location thereof,

Sec. 12, A plan for the erection or reconstruction of aay
schoclhouse voted by a town, shall first be approved by the
superintending schonl committes ; and in case no special build-
ing committee has beet chosen by the town, said superintending
school committee shall have charge of said erection or recon-
struction; provided, however, that they may if they see fit,
delegate zaid power amd duty to the superintendent of schoois.

Skc. 13. The state superintendent of public schoeis shall
procure architect’s plans and specifications for school buildings
of not exceeding four rooms each, and full detail working
plans therefor. Said plans and specifications shall be lbaned
to any superintending schoel committee or schoed building com-
mittee desiring to erect a new school building, For the use of
the state superintendent of public schools in procuring such
plans and specifications the sum of twe hundred dollars annually
shall be appropriated.

Sec., 14, Where the plans and specifications prepared by the
state superintendent are not used, all superintending school
committees of towns in which new schoolhouses are to he
erected, shall make suitable provision for the heating, lighting
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and ventilating and hygienic conditions of such buildings, and
all plans and specifications for any such proposed school build-
ings shall be submitted to and approved by the state superin-
tendent of public schools and the state board of health before
the same shall be accepted by the superintending school com-
mittee or school building committee of the town in which it is
proposed to erect such building,

Skc. 15.  Any bujlding which is used in whole or in partas a
schoolhouse shall be provided with proper egresses or other
means of escape from fire sofficlent for the use of all persons
therein accommeodated. These egresses and rmeans of escape
shall be kept unohstructed, in good repair and ready for use.
Stairways on the ouiside of the building shall have suitable
railed landings at each story above the first, accessible at each
story from doors or windows and such stairways, doors or win-
dows shall be kept clean of snow, ice and other obstructions.
In school buildings of more than enhe story there shall be at least
two separate means of egress by inside or outside stairways, and
each story above the first shall be supplied with means of extin-
guishing fire consisting of pails of water or other portable appa-
ratus, or of a hose attached to a saitable water supply and such
appliance shall be kept at all times ready for use and in good
condition. Tpon written notification by the superintending
school committee that any scheol buoilding does not meet the
specifications herein named, the municipal officers of the town
shall at once proceed to correct the defects, and any failure b
to act shall render the town liable to the provisions of section
nineteen of this chapter.

DUTIER OF TOWNS.

Sec. 16, Every town shall raise and expend, annually, for
the support of common schools therein, exclusive of the income
of any corporate school fund, or of any grant from the revenne
or fund from the state, or of any voluntary donation, devise or
bequest, or of any forfeiture aceruing to the use of schools, not
less than eighty cents for each inhabitant, according to the
census by which representatives to the legislature were last
apportioned, under penalty of forfeiting not less than twice nor
mere than four times the amount of its deficiency, and all



