REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
SUBMISSION AND ADDRESS TO THE
PEOPLE, SUBMITTING THE PROPOSED
REVISION OF THE PRESENT
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649192717

Report of the Committee on submission and address to the people, submitting the proposed
revision of the present constitution of Michigan by Various

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



VARIOUS

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
SUBMISSION AND ADDRESS TO THE
PEOPLE, SUBMITTING THE PROPOSED
REVISION OF THE PRESENT
CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN

ﬁTrieste






ADDRESS TO TEE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN BUBMITTING
THE PROPOHED REVISION OF THE PRESENT CONBTITUTION.

The Act under which the ftutional Convention of 1007T-8 convened pro-
vides that "“The convention shall, before [t§ adjournment, prepare and adopt an
adﬂmmthepeoplnormmte.exph!mmthepmmdcminmepmt
constitntion, and the reason for such changes, and nﬂlﬁ;‘rmatterannmthe
convention shall seem advisable”

In complisnce with the foregoiog provision the people of the state of Michigan
are inrvited to conslder a proposed revizlon of the existing constliution. It will
appear that the revised instrument follows closely the Unes of the present con-
gtitotlon, It will be found that the changes proposed are either necessary or ex-
pedient, to meet new condlilons, or to make more ceriain the provisions of the
constitotion of 1850, Slpce the latter year Michigan has grown from less than
400,000 people to a great agricmitural, mining, mammw. indgstrial and
commereial community of more than 2,500,000 inhabitants. constitntion of
MMMManuw&thommem Our soclety
hnsgmwnvnsﬂxmmcomplimted its activities mu.ll:lnhed.l‘tnstmcture changed ;

ry Interest affectlng ita development and ministering to ita needs and welfare
hubmdeepmedanﬂhroadmd The agencies of prodoction and distribntion
have increased a thonsand fold.

The assessed wealth of the state bhas Increased from lese tham thirty millions
in 1850 to more than alvieen hundred and fifty-four miilions in 1807 : —figures
which forbld comprebension. The eity of Detroit countaing a larger populatlon

In the revised constifution the old fra k of gover t fa most cacefally
pregerved. No strictoral changes are proposed. The historic safegoards of 1ife,
liberty and property remain, with bere and thers & word or line ic meke those

guarantees more ample and certain, It is belleved that the afficlency of
government, by the adoption of the amendments pwpaned will be
incressed and better adapted to the requirements of the present day. The con-
venttmhnappliﬁdlmmrkwqmﬂmofammmmmmmuﬂmlyal

§
L

legislature a2 public opinion may demand from time to time. Iwnneu".b'meng-
nized and fully appreciated by the convention that eérror in the comstitution may
continue indefinitely, while error in leglalation admita of speedy correctlon.
The revislon la chiofly distinguished by certaln pew provisions deserving par-
ticulgy mention by réason of their obvious lmportance, The following are specified:
(1) Tha elimination of the state cengos; (Sec, 4, Art. V, Revision),
(2) No local or special mect of the legislature can be passsd in any case
where a general sct can be made applicable; (Sec. 30, Art. ¥V, Revision}.
(3} No local or gpeclal act shall take effect untl nmmlwd by 8 majorlty
the electors voting thereonm in the dietrict to be affectsd; {Se-u_ 80, Art. V,

Revmkm}
(4.) Al legislation shall be by bill, thus ];s!evenﬂng loose or hasty legislation
by Jjeint or concurrent resolution; (Beec. 19, Art. V, Revialon).

(5.) No bill shall be passed or become a law al: any regular session of the
legislatore until sach bill has been printed and io the possession of each house
for at least five days; (Hec, 22, Art. V, Revision).

{8.) The representatives in the leglslature are placed upon a salary of $800.00
for the term, with a proviso that when convened io exira session their compensa-
tion ghall be five dollars per day for the firet twenty days and nothing thereafter:
(Bec. 9, Art. V, Revislon).

Bega} ?helmlpmummmsﬂmm {8ee Art. VIIL

(8.) A liberal scheme of homerule for cities and villagea has been Incorpo-
rated; (Bec. 21, Art. VIII, Revision).
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{8.) Under safe restrictions citles and villages mny operate public utilities
being first authorized by the affirmative vote of three-fifthe of the electors voting
thereon; (Secs, 22, 23 and 24, Art. VIIL, Revision).

(10.) The elective franchlse is extended te women upon guestions which seek
to impose direct taxes upom their property; (Sec. 4, Art. I, Revision; Sec. 25
Art VIII, Revision}).

{11.}) Committees of the legisiature are placed under the control of a majority
of that body, thersby subjecting bills snd messures In the hands of committees
to the eontrol of A majority vote of either homse; (Hee 15, Art. V, Revision).

(12} The leglslature is required to provide a system of uniform accounting
by sll state officials, boards and institutions, and by all county officials; (Sec.
18, Art. X, Revision).

{13.) The governor 18 vested with power to veto specific items in appropria-
tion bills; (Hee. 37, Art. ¥V, Revision).

(14.) Provirion iz made for the taxation of the property of express, telephone,
telegraph; frelght and other car companies, and all corporationy engaged ln any
other publle service business; (Bec. 5, Art. X, Revizion}.

{15.) The geheral snpervision of the Agricultoral College and the direction and
s.lml of its funds is vested in the state board of agrieulture; (Sec. 8. Art, XTI, Revi-

om).

{18,) Provision is made for the clection by the people of a atate board of
agriculture to consist of six members to supersede the present method of appointment
by the governor; {See. 7, Art. XI, Revision).

(17.) It is provided that corporate franchises can not be granted for a longer term
than thirty yeara: (Sec. 8, Art. XII, Revislon}.

(18.) No etate money shall be ‘deposited in baoks other than those erganized
uniier the natlonal or state banking lawe; (Bec. 15, Art. X, Revisiom).

(1%.) Nasta.temomeyshallheﬂelmﬂlbedin bank in excess of Bfty per cent |
of the eapital and surplus of such bank; (Sec. 15, Art. X, Revislon).

{20.) Itismﬂdeﬂthntmbukmﬁlﬂngﬂemﬁmormtemmeyshﬂlﬂhﬂw
ﬂmmmtm!tmmwmmmdnmﬁmﬁnsnmitmmanwbmml
statements; (Bec, 15, Art. X, Revision). ;

(21.) The legislature ig authorized to provide for the reforeatatlon of state
lands; (Hec. 14, Art. X).

(22) Hchool districts are permitted to edoeate thelr children In neighboring
districts and draw their proportion of the primary school money; {Sec. 8, Art. XI,

Revialon).

(23.) Trust companles are subjected to the provisdons of the benking law; (Sec
9, Art. XIT, Revision).

(24¢.) Aunpthorlty ie granted the legislature to delegate power te a commission to
Bx just and reasonable charges for the transportation of property by railroad com-
panies and exprese companies; (Sec. 7, Art. XTI, Revision).

{25.) Provielon {8 made for the submisslon of constitutional amendments to e
voie of the people npon the petition of twenty per cent of the electors voting at ths
lagt preceding electlon for secretary of state; (Hee 2, Art. XVII, Revision).

{28.) The legislature Is autherized to submit any act passed by it and approved
by the governor to a vots of the people, and it |s provided that umless such act
receives the vote of a majority of the electors voting thereon it shall not become a
law; (Bec. 4, Art. V).

These provisions, without exception, are new, The importance and snh
stantlal eharacter of each in cbvious. The reasons which induced the conven-
tion to incorporate them Into the revised Instrument will be specifically
stated under appropriate sabdivisions.

Note :—Words printed in bold faee in the revislon indicate the insertion of new|
matter. The oee of stars, thus * * * indicates the omission of words contained
in the present constitution. |




FULL TEXT OF THE GENERAY. BEVIEION
OF THE
CONSTITUTION OF THE SBTATE OF MICHIGAN,

WITH THE EXPLANATIONS OF PROPOSED CHANGES AND THE
REASONS THEREFOR.

PREEAMELX,

‘We, the people of the state of Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings
of freedom, and earnestly deeiring to secure these blessings, undiminished, te our-
gelvea and our posterity, do ordaln and establish this constitution,

The present tuuonmt]nmlkvwingwmmbl *“The People of
the State of Michigan do urdnlnthnmmtntlun"mchﬂngewu
made to give {tion in the itution to the Supreme Being. Bimilar
recognition is found in the constitutions of forty-two of our sister states.

ARTICLE I.
Boundaries and Seat of Government.,

Sectlon 1. The state of Michigan conslsta of and has jurisdiction over the terri-
tory embraced within the following boundaries, to wit: Commenclng at a po
theeaamummllneet:hamteutmdlm whmadtmet]jnedm from

Lake Michigan; thence thirough the eenfer of the most nsual ship
bay to the middle of Lake Mirhigen; thenes throngh the middle
to the northern hnnndnrratthesmeof Indiaps, as that line
the the nineteenth of

:
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o in
ammserﬂmmm‘heeemﬂnwhnthmsantbrtheheudwahersorthe
Montreal river,

Section 2. The seat of government shall be at Lansing where it is now established.
No change from Art. 11 of the present constitution,

ARTICLE IIL
Deelaration of Rights.

Bection 1. mmﬂmmhwhmwe Government is Institated
for their equal benefit, security and protection.
This section is new.



Bectlon 2. Thepaophhnfeihaﬂ;l: bly to ble, to it for th
common good, to wmmmuuvu and to petition the leglslature for re
dress of grievances.

No change from Hec, 10, Art. XVIII of the present constiiution.

Bection 3. Ihmmmnbeatltbefutowom!‘p sceording to the
dictates of hls ewn consclence. No person ghall be compelled to attend, or, agalnst
Iljsmnnmt,tomtrlhntatotbeamﬁonnrmpportotmphc&ufre]jﬂouswﬂﬂﬂn
or to pay tithes, taxes or other rates for the support of any miniater of the gospe
or teacher of religion. No money shall be appropriated or drawn from the treasury fo
the bepefit of any religlons sect or soclety, theclogical or religlous seminary; ner |
shall property belonging to the state he sppropriated for any such purpose. The '
dvﬂmdpoﬁﬂealdgbhwlrﬂmmdumﬂmmmnbeﬂmm}m
or enlarged on account of his religious bellef.

No change from Beocs. 39, 40 and 41, Art. IV of the present constitution
except for the purpose of improving the phraseclogy.

Bection 4. Evaupemnmxﬁm{yupmk,mlhnnﬂmhﬂuhhhmﬂmﬁon:ﬂ
snbjects, being responsible for the Iraae such right; and no law ahall be passsd
tumhalnornhﬂdgethulm-ty n;-eeel: of the press.

No change from Bec. 42, Art. IV of the present constitution except for
the purpose of improving the phraseclogy.

Bectlon 5. Every person has & right to bear srma for the defense of himself and
the atate,

No change from Bec, 7, Art. XVIII of the present constitution.

Bection 6. The military shall in all cases and at all times be in strict subordins-!
tion to the elvil power.

No change from Sec. 8, Art. XVIII of the present comstitntion.

Bectlon 7. andﬂnlnhﬂ,hﬂmedpum,hqmtmmmhnmw!thmt
the consent of the owner or occupant, nor In #ime of war, except {n & mannar pre-|
seribed by law.

Ko change from See. B, Art. XVIII of the present constitution.

Bection B. Neither elavery nor involuntary servitude, anlesa for the punishmert
of crims, ghall ever be tolerated in thie state.

Mo changs from Bec. 11, Art XVIII of the present comstitution.

Bectlon B, No bill of stizinder, ﬂmrnch:hwurlawlmmhingthedmnﬂu
of contractas shall be passed.

No change from Bec. 43, Art. IV of the present constitution except for
the purpose of Improving the phraseclogy.

Bection 10. The person, honses, papers and possesslong of every person shall be
gecure from unressonable searches and seixures. No wWarraot to search any place
or to selge any person or things shell lssne without describing thom, mor without
probable cauee, supported by oath or affirmation,

No change from flec. 28, Art. VI of the present constitution.

Section 11, The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall oot be suspended
nnless in case of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it.

No change from BSec. 44, Art. IV of the present comstltution except for
the purpoge of mproving the phraseology.

Bection 12. Any eultor In any court of this state shall have the right to
prosecnte or defend his sult, elther in his own proper person or by an attorney or
agent of his choice.

No change from Sec, 24, Art. VI of the present constitution.

Section 183, The right of trial by jury shall remain, but shall be deemed to be
walved In all civil capes unless demanded by one of the parties In such manner as
shall be prescribed by law.

Mo change from Sec. 27, Art. VI of the present constitution.
Bectlon 14. No person, after acquittal wpon the merits, shall be tried for the
4




same offense. All persons shall, before conviction, be bailable by sufficient sureties,
except for murder and treason when the proof is evident or the presumption great.
No change from Bec. 29, Art. VI of the present constitntion.
Section 15. Excessive bail shall not be required; excessive fines ghall not be
Imposed ; mﬂmum]pnniﬂhmtuhlﬂmthhﬁtm nor shall witoesses be
unmlnmbl:dm i
No change from Bec. 81, Art. VI of the present constitntlon.
Heetlon 18. No person shall be compelled In any crimingl case to be a witness
against himself, nor be deprived of life, Uberty or property, withouot due process of

law.
No change from Bec. 82, Art. VI of the present constitution.

No change from Hec. 83, Art. VI of the present constitntion,

Section 21. Treason against the state shall consist only in levying war sgainat it

whmwlumﬁmmmmm No person shall be

of treason unlesa upon the testimony of two witnesees to the same overt
act,wmmtemlmhopencmt.

several
article are distributed under what wes deemed to be appropriste headings
In that Instrument. that are far
more accessible together in a single artiele. It is worthy of

to the revised ot and without guestion provisious
more serviceable. The citizen need mot look twice for fundamenta
principles. He can turn at omce In the econstitution to the artlele on

Hection 1. In all elections, every male Inhabitant of this state, belng a cltizen
of the United States; every male inhabitant reslding in this state on th twenty-
fourth day of June, eighteen hundred thkty-ﬂw;mmhmmm
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Section T. mmmnuumwmmmmmmmomm
am may be authorized by law to be otherwise
Nummmmzmmmmmmum

Bection 8. Laws shall be passed to preserve the purlty of elections and guard
against abuses of the elective franchise.
In Bec. 6, Art. VII of the present constitution this sectiom is directory,
the word “may” being used. The revision amends It by Inserting the word
“ghall,” thereby rendering It mandatory upon the legislature to pass laws
to preserve the parlty of elections,

ARTICLE IV.
Divislon of the powers of government,

Bection 1, The powers of government are divided into three departments: The
legislative, executive and judlelal.
No change from Bee. 1, Art. IIL of the present constitwtion.

Baction 2. thmmmmdewmmﬂbmduthm
properly belonging to another, except In the cases expressly provided In this
constitntion,

No changs from Bec, 2, Art. IIT of the present counstitntliomn.

ARTICLE V.

Legislative Department,
Bection 1. The legisiative power Is vested In a senate and houee of represents-

Hves,
Mo change from flec. 1, Art. IV of the present constitution.

Bection 2. The senate shall conslst of thirty-two members. Benators shell be
election for two yeara and by single dietricts. Buch districts shall be numbered from
one to thirty-two, Incluaive, each of which shall choose one penator. No county shall
be divided in the formation of semalorial districts, unless such county shall be
equitebly entitled to two or more semétors.

No change from Bec. 2, Art. IV of the pres#snt constitutton except as
indicated in bold face, the former words being "senate disiricis, except.”

fectlon 8. The honse of representatives shall comsist of not lese then sixty-four
wor more than one hundrad members. Representativea shall be choaen for two Fears
and by single districts, which shall contalp as nearly as may be an equal number
of Inhabitants and shall comsist of convenient and contlguons territory; but no
township or city shall be divided In the formation of a representative dlatrict. When
any township or city shall contaln a popnlation which entitles It to more than one
representative, thes such township or olty shall elect by general ticket the number
of representatives to which It 1= entitled. Each connty with such territory as may
be mittached thereto, shell be entliled to a separate represertative when It has at-
tained m population equal to B molety of the ratlo of representation. In every
county entitled to more than ome representative, the board of supervisors shall
azsemble at such time and place as shall be prescribed by law, divide the same
into representative districta equal to the nomber of representatives to which
such connty ls entitled by law, and shall canse to be tiled in the offices of the
secretary of state and clerk of such county a description of such representative
districts, epecifying the number of each district sand population thereof according
to the last preceding enumeration.

The worda “excluelve of persons of Indian descent who are not elvilized
or are members of sny tribe"” are omitted. This proviglon s no longer
necgaaary. The meaning and effect of this sectlon is otherwise unchanged.

Bee Bee. B, Art IV of the present constitution,

Bectlon 4. At the sesslon !n nineteen hundred thirteen, and each tenth year
thereafter, the legislature ghsll by law rearrange the senatorinl districts anﬂ
apportion anew the representatives mmong the counties and districts accordlog
to the pumber of Inhabitants, using as the basis for such apportlonment the 1“:
preceding Unlted Btates census of this state. Bach sapportlonment so mads, and
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