SECRET PRAYER



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9781760572716

Secret prayer by H. C. G. Moule

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



H. C. G. MOULE

SECRET PRAYER

ﬁTrieste






Y01, how the sanl i3 refreshed with frec
dom of spesch with iz beloved Lord ! L L .
¢ that i much in prayer shall grow rich m
grace. Lo shallthrive and increase wost who
is huosiest in this, which i5 our wvery traffic
with hepven, and fetches the most precions
commexlitics thence. 1o who sends oftenest
il these ships of desire, whe makes the most
vovages to that land of spices and pearls,
chall b sure fa il‘l’ll“"lj-ll"l!"- Beiv, sbicecle bmcet, and
hove oot of lpeayen upon carth."

Archbishop Lejairrow, en 1 .10, iv. 7.
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PREFACE

THE following pages are a repro-
duction, somewhat extended here and
there but otherwise little altered, of a
series of addresses delivered at the
weekly Devotional Service of the Cam-
bridge University Church Society, in
the Tent Term of 1888,

The Subject needs no introduction,
and fruly no apology. If the writer
reads some characteristics of our time
at all anght it 15 a subject not only of
permanent bul of special and pressing
importance, of the highest order, if the
spiritual life of the Christian man and
the Christian Church is to be main-
tained indeed under the conditions of
the modern world.

As he has endeavoured to point out
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in the first chapter, the practice of
Secret Prayer suffers peculiar risks at
present from even rcligious quarters,
such as those of mauliiplied work,
and highly developed public worship,
and the abundant wuse of social
devotion.

Under this last head indeed one
exceplion must be made, and made
with sorrow,  Is it not true that in the
hurry of modern religious bife the prac-
tice of FAMITY WORSHIF is on the de-
cline? Hut if 1t be so0, it 1s time that
every thoughtful Christian who ¢an In
the least use action or influence in the
matter should withstand that decline
in his own person. Nothing, as the
writer has attempted o show, can take
the place of Secret Prayer. But like-
wise nothing, where there is a fanuly
in any sense, can take the place of
Family Prayer, in which the head of
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the family takes his God-intended
position as its pastor and teacher;
instructing it from the Word, leading
it in praise and prayer, and pledging
himself and his circle hy that solemn
act to a family life in which the Lord
shall be honoured. 'To the spiritual
health of the Parigh, of the Church, of
the Land, Family Worship is of incal-
culable value.

Thesc remarks are by the way, and
offered only under the pressure of a
deep conviction.  But they have a
truc connexion with thoc subjoct of
these chapters. Secrct Prayer and
Family Prayer are in many rtespects
beset by like risks, and cary with
them like blessings.

The present little book 13 a small
contribution to a modern literature on
Secret Prayer which is already con-
siderable.  OF that literature the writer
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will here mention only one unpretend-
ing but precious specimen, a very small
book by the late beloved and honoured
Rev, Henry Wright, Prebendary of 5t
Paul's and Honorary Secretary of the
Church DMissionary Socicty @ *° Swwet
LPrayer @ great Realily 7 (published by
Messre. Bemrose). Within thirty-two
short pages that book contains great
treasures. The writer has for many
years owed much to it, and 13 glad
of thiz opportunity of a grateful acknow-
ledgment,

May whatever in the following
peges is gecording to the Will and
Word of God be used m His mercy
for 1lis glory as that glory 13 wntended
to be manifested in the life and spirit
of His people, who exist that He may
employ them for Himself

GEREAT MALVERN,
Sepfemder 19, 1889,



