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PREFACE

Tr 56 Augiestime found 1t necessary to puhlish
fourteen books of ¥ Retractations,™ 1t 1s not hikely
It that I bhzve, i the follovwing pages, erred in
gome points, at least verbally; bet T oam the
more  ltkely to be exemp Tron considerable
error inasmuel as I omake po ndievlous
pretence  of nvading ke provioce of the
theologinn by defwing or explaniog  dugima,
This I aom content with dmplicitly sccepling ;
wy work baog mainly that of the Pogt,
bent  ooly  vpon diseovering and  reporting
how the “loving hint ™ of dectrine bas * el
the longing guess™ of the souls of those who
have so Belicved o the Unseen that it has
Biecome visible, and who have thenceforward
fonnd their existence to be no longer a sheath
without 2 sword, a desire withomat £l Glment,
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The steam-hammer of that Intelicet which could
e so deficately adjusted to its task as to be
eapable af cither erwshing o Humne or craeking
A himgsley is 0o longer at work, that tongne
which had the weighs of 2 hatehet and the edge
of & razer is silent ; but its mighty task of so
representing truth as 1o make 1t eredible to the
maodern mind, when net interested in nnbelief,
has Deen done. 1 anle repart the cry which
certzn © balies i Chadst ™ have nttered: * Taste
and sce that the Lord s sweet”  And far be it
{ronn g to pose as ather than 2 mere reporter,
usig the poctic intellest and tmagination so
as im part Lo conceive those happy realities of
lif which & many have been and are an actual
el abiding possession ; and o express them
in soch manner that theusands whe lead beaunti-
ful and substanually Cathelic lves, whether
cutside or within the visible Chareh, may be
assistedd in the only tree leaming, which is
to know belter that which they already know.

[ should be horrified if a charge of * origin-
afity " wese hrought ngainst me by any person
rquatificd to judge whether any of the essential
matter of this hook were “onginal® or not.
Mine is only a feeble endeavour to % dig again
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the wells which the Philistines bhave dfilled.” 1
am quite aware that mwaoy readers, zealously
Christian, will put aside cas e volime with
2 cry of "“Ugh, ughl the hourid thing: itf's
alive!™ My book 15 oerhaps open o this
vbjection, but there is no Lelp for it

[L oy wso be objecied that there s no
particular reason for the lois T have set my-
self m this volume, There micht jquat as well
have been three volumes as one, or thiny as
three, I hove oot woillen wore, simply because,
st ek, a parl s greater thao the whole,
a httle more than moch; and the thoughts wihach
the reader may he mdoced hy what T have
written to think for himself, will be 2 hundred-
fold anore valuable to hon if so learned than if
they were learngd from me.

A systematic Thilosopaer, should he conde-
scend Lo read the following notes, will prabalily
sy, with a little gicl of mine to whom 1 showed
the stars for the lisst liwe, " How untdy the
sky is 1" Dot who does net know that all philo-
sophies have had 1o pay, for the blessing of
systent, by the curse of barrenness?  senstble
people will fee shocked ar my ¥ parndoxes,”
which, however, are nol mine, and are, as



