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THE
BEAUTIES OF THE PRAYER-BOOK.

MORNING PRAYER.

ABIT ie gecond natore,"” saith a wise old saw,
£0 it muat be from enstom that it beas become
neiural to Choreh people to repeat placidly, week
after weelk, the same palpable self-gontradictions end
abanrdities. A semmible, shrewd man of businesy
pute away hin papers ou the Batorday night, snd
ity locks his mind vp with them in his desk;

certain it ie that be

"‘E::;g on ﬂnndlyli:;tba ehurch,
mits
e e o i
and yet never discovers that hie boys are repeating
the most contradictory respomses, while the parson
is enuncisting as axioms the most startling prope-
gitiona.

‘When the preliminary silence in chnreh is broken
the “sontemces,” tha first words that fall from the
‘s lips are a distinet declaration of the
oonditions of palvetion: “When the wioked man
turnoth away from his wickedness that be hath com-
mitted, and doeth that which iz lawful end right, he
ghall eave his soml alive;' and we are furtber in-
strocted as to oor sine, that * if we confess onr sins,
He i faithful and just to forgive us our siue, and to
cleanse ne from all unrighteonsness.” These very
plain statementa take high and compreheneible
Eounﬂ. God is supposed to desire that man shonld
rightecas, and is therofore naturally satisfied when
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“the wicked forsakes his way and the nnrighteous man
his path.” We prooeed, then, to confess our sine, and
after Mrs. A, whose eyes are straying afier her
neighbour'a}bonnet, has confessed that she iz erring
and straying like s lost sheep, and Mrs. B., who is
devising & way to make an old dress look new, has
owned plaintively that she is following the devices of
her own heart; and Bquire C., of the robicund
visago and broad shoniders, has sonovouely remarked
thet there is no health in bim, and his son, with the
joyous face, hae cheerfully acknowledged that he is a
migeruhle sinner—after these mr%ma.ppm inta and
reasonable confessions to a Divine Being who * seeth
the heart,” and may therefore be enpposed to take
them for what they are worth, bave been duoly gone
through, we are somewhat puzsied bto hear tha clergy-
man anpouncs that God “ pardoneth and absolveth
all them that traly repent, and wnfeignedly beliove His
koly Gospel.” What ia this sndden appendix to the
befere-declared eondifions of salvation? Wo had

* been told that if we econfessed our siné God's faith-

folness and jostice wonld canse him to -forgive uws;
hern we have duly done so, and sarely the language
is- enfficiently etrong; we are yet suddemly called
upon to believe s “ holy (Rospel " a8 a preliminary to
forgiveness, But we are not yef, to osa & collo.
quialism, oat of the wood; for whila we are moodily
meditating on this infraction of our coniract the
time elips on unobserved, and, it being a feast-day,
wa are stariled by a stern voice conveying the cheer-
ful intelligence, “ Whoeoever will be saved, before oll
things, it is necessary that he hold the Catholic Faith.
Which Faith exocept ons do keep whole and
undefiled, without doubb shall perish everlast-
ingly.” “Befors sll things?"” before repentance?
before turning away from onr wickedness? before
doing that which is lawfol and right? And whatis
this “ Faith ”* which we muast keep whole and undefiled
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if wo would save our souls alive? A hewildering
jumble of triplets and units, mingled in inextricabla
confosion. But as he that ** will be saved most thos
think of the Trinity,” we will try and disentangle the
thread of selvation, * The Father is God, the Son
is God, snd the Holy Ghost is God,” says thopamu
“ They ara not three Guods, bot one God,” shout out
the peopls, We are compelled *to acknowledge
overy Person by Himsslf to be God and Lord,” re-
itorates the parson.: “We are forbidden by the
Catholic Religion to pay thero be three Gods or threa
Lords,” obstinately persist the people, Then, after
some rather intrnsive particulars abont the family
(and very intricate) relations of the Father to the
San, and of both to the Holy Gihost, we are told that
Y eo"—why sof—"there is one Father, not three
Fathers, one Son, not three Sons, one Holy Ghost,
not thres Holy Ghoste.”” In so far ss we have been
sble ta follow the meaning, or rather the no-meaning,
of the preceding sentences, no oos 8said anj‘ll:mlg'
about three Fathers, threa Sone, or three H

Ghosts. Thnduﬂmbnuhc]nlhhlﬂbﬂmnmﬂm
oach pase with a singuler nonn. We imagine the
clause mozt have been inserted becanse all idess as
to the meaning of pnmerals must have been by this
time so hopelessly loat by tho congregation, that ik
became naceasary to remark that *the Father" meant
one Father, anﬂ nob three. The Hat of necessaries
for salvation is not yet complete, for * forthermore
ib-is necessary to evorlasting salvation, that he also
beliove rightly the Incarpation of our Lord Jesus
Christ.” 8o far, then, from ita bemg true that the
wicked man who torne from his sins shall save his
soul alive, we find thet our sinner must also believe
the (GGospel, must sccept contradictory arithmetical
assortions, must think of the Trinity in a way which
makes thooght a lndicrons impossibility, and muosh
believe rightly all the details of the method by which
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@ Divine Being became & haman being,  If & sinner
dhanoes to go ont of chovch after the first sentence,
and from being a dronkerd beeomes temperate, from
being a lisr becomes trothful, from bmng a pmﬂrgaba
becomes chaste, and foolishly imagines that he s
thereby doing God's will, and $hos saving his sonl
alive, he will certainly, necording to the Athenasian
Creed, wake vp from his pleasant delosmion to find
Timeelf in everlasting fire. As sceptios, we mneed
offer no opinion ae to which is right, the creed or the
text; we only supgest that bath cannot be correct,
and that it wonld bs more satisfuctory if the Churoh,
in her wisdom, wou!d make wp her vemerable mind
which is the proper path, and then keep in it. After
all this, wa are in no way sarprised to learn from a
eollect that being saved i depemdent on quite & new
support, namely, on the knowledge we have of God.
How many more things may be necessary to salva-
tion it ia impossible to say at this point, bot the
office for Morning Prayer, at any rate, gives us no
moere. It wonld be raeh to comelode, however, that
e haye folfilled all, for the Chureh bas some more
acattered up and down her Prayer-Bock; the end of
all which doublo-dealing is, that we can never be
eure that wo have really folilled every comdibion;
wad experience teaches ns that when the Church
says, “ do so-and-eo, and you shall be saved,” she is,
meanwhile, whispering nnl:ler ber breath, * provided
yeou also do everything elss.”

We fail alse to see the reasomableness of the con-
stant ory, * for thesake of Jesns Christ,” or “ throvgh
Jesns Christ.” We ask that we may lead “a godly,
rightaouns, and sober life ™ for His sake; but this =
just what we are told God wishes slready, so why
shonld He be asked to grant it for some one else’s
gake, as thoogh He were nnwilling that we should be
rlghtealu, anﬁ can only be cmafmto allowing ue to
be #o by a favourite son ? In the same way we are
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to coms to God's  eteroal joy " through Jesus, which
is, by the way, another of endless conditions of
ealvation, e ask to be defended from our enemies
“ throngh the might of Jesus Chriat,” as thongh God
Himeelf was not enongh for the task: and
Giod ia urged to send down His healthful Bpirit for
the * honour of our advocate and Mediater,” althoogh
that very advoocate told His diseiples that God wounld
always give that spirit to those who azked for . To
the ontaide eritie, these continoal referenees to Jesus,
a8 thongh God d all good gifts,
Gix]mnoﬁring to g “gﬁgiher fn Haam"rppur b

1a it eonsdered necessary to press (God vehemently
to horry himself 7“0 Qod, make speed 10 save ns.
O Lord, make haele to help ne.” Will not God, of
His own secord, do things ab the best ible time P
and further, is it possible for a Thivine Being to make
heste P

It will, perhaps, be considered hypereritioal to ob-
jeot to the versicles : “ Give pesce in oor time, O Liord,
Because there is none other that fighteth for was but
ouly thou, O God.” What more do they want than
an almighty reinforcement?  “ None otherP™
Well, we shonld bave fancied that God and somebody
else were really more than were needed. Atsay rate,
it sonnds yery insnlting to say to God, * please give
us peace, since we cannot count om sny assistance

e:l:l;avf_rt youre.”

e havo nothing to say abogt the prayevs for the
Raoyal Family, except that they do not show any very
attractive results, and that it must bave much edified
George IV. to hear himself spoken of aa a ¥ most re-
ligione and gracions king.” Never surcly was a famil
s0 moch prayed for, hal-gcm' bona P I'??;w 4 Binbnpi.
Curates, and all congregations* truly please God, be
in about the only person that they suoceed in pleamng,
for the Bishops abuse the clergy, and the clergy
abuse the Bishops, and the congregstions abuse both,



