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Witat Sclaman said, conturies agn, thal of meldsr mamy doolr there
5wt eond, Bx especially true of thie age in which we live. There has,
perhaps, nover been a time of such intellectual activity as ot present.
Hoolks of every kind, and mpon the predtest variety of sobjects, ane
literally flooding the land, se that we are naterally led to ssk, Where
will the end beF

T the midst of this excess of lieralure the Reformed Church,
and our institutions wl Tiffin 0 particelas, haye Teen so quict and
reserved that some shay he lempled {o sk, Can any thing good
come from this soorce?  He this as B owayr, we have takan up ouUr
pen to write. (he histary of 1leidetberg College, which, although of
modest pretensions, feels fhot 10 has (he right to el the story of its
5tr'-'|,'-\,'ﬁ.|-‘.‘5 nmid I;ri:n:n]_ﬂl_ﬁ. I'l‘;it'i:lg hewsh comnected with it for !':Eﬁ.rh"
fouriesn years as its President, and having taken an active part in
all that has been dond o place it apen a sore and permanent
fmundaiion, the desice has been expressed by s number of ficnds
thiz we should undertake the work.

What hos thes far been written, conceruing our Inatilntions at
Tiffin, has been iy w fragmentary form in the reports pubhshed from
year 1o year in the Minotes of Syned, and in arbicles Tound in the
periodicals of the Church.  Cur aljeot will le to gatherapd repro-
derce, in g regular and consecutive form, the facis L"ﬂntﬂ;ﬂt‘d in thess
documents, apd. in this way rescee from oblivion many things of
special {ntercst, which might etherwise zoom Le forpotten,  How
will we may perform this difficalt 135k (ke reader must judge,
Should we, however; fail to meet the expectazions that may be
farmed, our work will not be losr, as what we write will fornish
material for some future bistorian to complele what we have impors
fectly begpun,

But is there, some one may sk, material sufficient for a listory of
]Il.'-iljn’!]hwg [:u!'h_-__-:u # This will Tae poswerad in the ook herewith
proseuted too the pulilic. Tt iz presumable, however, that if we
have histories of familics, corporations, banks; towns, eitles, and
conumisiitles, that thirty years' continvous edugational work in Hei.
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INTRODUCTION, vii

delberp Collage, in the midst of encouragements and discournge-
ments, aught to furnish something thal would possess nterast Lo
those at least who have watched s progress and aided in its support,

The Church, wnder whase fostering care Heldelberg College has
maintained itself for wore than a quarter of & century, has a right
Lo know what has heen dons with the funds which it has so gener-
ously contributed te its support; and those who have shared in i
beneficence ought to teke pleasure in showing that the resolis are
commensurale with the ontlay.

The book consists of three parts: The @re gives the hizcory of
Heidelberg College ; the rocond, contains the Baccalaurcate Sormons
preached to (he gradusting classes under our administration; and
the #hird, short bingraphies of the alumni whose names are on the
Nerrological List

The rapid inceease of colleges in America is o matter of astonish-
ment 1o 21l who have given it the least attentien, THere is nothing
like it in the hiztory of sny other nation, Many in the OId Warld,
where a fow universitics shsorh the higher edocational iniemsts, are
dizposed to think that there most necessurily be great sope rhciallty
whera there are so many colleges as we have. That we should have,
in less than two kundred years, more than this number of eolleges,
and tlaat Ohio alvns should heve over thirty, all of which are daing o
good work, is wonderful, and afferds a striking proof of the enerpy,
enterprise, and libernlity of our people, and of the interest taken in
the canse of sducation,

Ta the Synod of Ohio, at least, the history of Heidelberr Collage
ought to have special interest, as it is the creatore of i15 own Tiand
and tha center of fts edocational work. No other institulion may
be pxpected to grow up by its side. To give it the effiefency, there-
fore, which it ought to Lave as itz main institution, so that it may
be a credit and honor to the Church, and subserve,in the highest
degree, the purpose of its founders, should be the one preat object
in view. DMuch Dhas Desn done glready in this respect. A good
fonndation has beei lnid, as will Le shown in (hese pages, so that if
we continge 1opo forwaed in the line of advancement the puicome
will be all that can be reasonably expected,

The Sermons and Addresses which form the Sceond Part of the
bool, whilst they have a special interest for the alumni and students
of the Collere, who heard them at the Annoal Commencements
when they were Grst delivered, will alse, it is hoped, have some
interest fov thowe who were not present at the time. The subjects

.



viil INTRODUCTION.

discessed are of a practical character, and will be found adapted to
the young in the varléd ciroumstances of life, whether they have
enjoyed the advantage of a collegiate cducation or not.  The object
had in view in their preparalion was to puard and fortify those to
whom they were originally addressed, againel (he dangers by which
they would be beset, and to glve them such counsels and helps,
starting as they were on the highway of lfe, as might encourage
them 1o the performance of whalever is right, good and manly, so
ag ta attain the teae end of their being.

The age in which we five has peculiar temptations to the young.
They come in such a variety of forms, and with so many attractions
around thiem, that not a few of our most promising” young men are
deceived and ensmarsd by them and 1ed in the way of the destroyer,
It is really sad to see what weeeks lic along the pathway of Tife—
wrecks, not of ships or palaces thar have been broken and shattered
by the fury of the wind, but wrecks of immortel beings, creared
only a little lower than the sangels—whao mipht, if they had avedded
the dangers and perils of the voyage, have attained 5 Jife of ondlesy
glery and [elicity o the kingdom of God,  Any one who can say
a word 10 avold such a cutastrophe, and help 1o keep the youth of
the day in the path of virtue, may be regarded ss 5 bencfactor of
his race.

The Third Tart contains short biographical notices of those alumni,
wWhose names are on the Necrological List, of whom there are fif-
tecn. ‘This part has been added at the swgpestion of a nomber of
fricods, who have thoaght that such respect 1o the departed would
be a fitting conclusion to the hook. 1n this we heartily concur.

We wonld also, here, 1ake oceasion to refum our thanks 1o those
whose names are connected with these wewendals, for the aid they
gove ug in their preparalion. Tn a few instances, they are given as
they were sent io us, whilst, in others, we have taken the liberty of
making such changes and additions, as we felt warranied in doing,
from vur swo personal knowledge of the departed,

Conscious of the imperfections of the hook, we have written amid
the pressing duties of our position, and indelping the hope that the
College, in whose interest we have spent years of hard labor, may,
in some degree, be advanced by i, we now send it out upon its
mizsion, with the prayer that the Uessing of God may accompany
it, 5o that it may accomplish the end for which it was written,

Terrix, Onr. Oct., 1575,



