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OUR FRIENDS, THE BOOKS

HERE is a short paragraph in Haazlitt's
Conduct of Life that 1 read very often,
and always with fresh delight. He is offering
much pood counsel to alittle lad at school, and
when he comes to a matter upon which most
counsclors are wont to be exceedingly didac-
tic and diffuse—the choice of books—he con-
denses all he has to say into a few wise and
gentle words that are well worth taking to
heart :

“ As to the works you will have to read by
choice or for amuzement, the best are the com-
monest, The names of many of them are al-
ready familiar to you.  Read them as you grow

up with all the satisfaction in your power, and
II



