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PREFACE,
EXCUSE IF NOT JUSTIFICATION

“The War Revenue Aet has
heen  especially  produetive of
doubtful questions.'’—Report of
Atty. Gen., 1898, p, iiL

According to the lateat official
record, based upon the fgures of
the Department of Justice, there
were 4,431 eazes on Internal Rev-
enne Law pending in the Federal
courta, (Report of Commissioner
for 1613, p. 18.)

The new Act repeals nothing
and adds or revives much atatute
law—rmiuneh of the very sort of
thing in the way of hasty legis-
tation which makes for Htigation,
as well as administrative diffi-

enlty.
[iiil
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INTRODUCTORY AND GENERAL.

The Internal Revenue Act of 1814, Aet of Octo-
ber 22, 1914, will doubtless commonly be referred to
as a War Tax, although il is nol technically such
by its title. It is rather a rule-of-ihumb expedient
for raising needed money than a carefully devised
instrument of seientific finance. The very use of
the word “* war,’” in and out of Congress, implies
that, whereas under normal eonditions other sources
of revenue, such as the tariff, are preferahle, a state
of war may so reduce foreign trade and enstoms
duties as to necessitate a resort to additional internal
revenne measures. Wwe experienced this in 1813, in
1861, in 1898, and now again (though the present
war iz not our own), in 1914,

In a sense, excise and stamp taxes are more bur-
denzome and annoyving than tariff dutiea; and memo-
ries and traditions of abuses ineident fo erude,
primitive excise systéms partly explain this feeling.?

1, Even in Hamilton's day the ple™ | “would eonvulee
oppozition to exelse wai more  the gpovermment; let loose @
traditional than rational. There  swarm of harpics whe, under the
was, perhaps, an eeonomic ex-  Jesomioativn of pevenge officers,

lamation of the Whisky Hehal-
ivn and some other forms of
opposition. We now smile, how-
ever, at the talk in tha early
LUongress abont inteenal revenue
iaxes per fe being, * the horror
of all free statec® . . . " hos-
tile to the liberties of the peo-

will ramge the country, prying
into pveryman®s house aml af-
fpire, and, like the 3Mucedopian
phalanx., hkear rlu:m'n all before
them™ . . . "greg, 4 neees-
enry wrticla of drink *

" shiet shall mat he \\'.':r.hml
wilhout an exeise,” cie. It has

[¥ii]



