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Obgervalions.

Tho times, for which God raised up 8. Athana-
sins, have, in many respects, a counterpart in our
own. There I8, now too, carnest, ever-enlarging,
aidherence to the faith, in thoze who hold 1. But
there iz also a wide-gpread diglike of definite dee-
trine, such as found a vent in {he different shades
of Arianism. 'I'hey framed eleven Creeds, to satisfy
themselves or others, over-against the one faith,
put forth at Niema and accepted by the whole
Church. They swung to and fro, at timncs approxi-
mating nearver to the truth but their geerel maxim,
unknown to themselves, was, ‘anything but the
Truth,’

The human mind, in matters of faith as well as
practice, hates restraint. Revelation has disclosures
of Divine truth which man’s intelleet may search
out in adoring love, while it can never fathom the
depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge
of God. Btill, it s a restraint. It is a promise of
the Gospel, * * Thine ears shall hear a word behind
thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when
ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to
the left.” So then to those, who do not openly
break with it, yet still cling to their own individual
conceptions of God, there are the old Semi-Arian

n Ta. xxx, 21,



iv Obgervalions.

temptations to take so much of it as will satisfy their
conseiences in parting with the rest. The world is
in one wide rebellion; speaking, in the Name of
God, against truths of God; setting His Infinite
Love against Ilis aweful Holiness, and renewing
the Serpent’s question, *Ilath God mdeed said 7"
With the Serpent too, it misrepresents what God
did say.

So far, *The Prophet of Trutl’s Creed®’ five
times banished for the truth’s sake, at other times,
eompelled, like Elijah, to flee for his life, hiding in
dens and caves of the earth, hunted by those who
rought 1t, says, in all which he does say;

*One only way to life:
One Faith, delivered once for all &

DBut 8. Athanasins speaks more nearly 1o us, who
would defond that faith,  Wide as differcnees now
are, the adherence to the maxime and principles
of 8. Athunasius may prevent their being wider,
or may win many to the whole truth. Tt is a great
step to understand cne another. %8, Athanasiug
looked through words into meanings.” “*One of the
charneteristic points in 8. Athanasius,” said Card,
Newman 40 years ago, ‘is his constant attention
to the sense of doctrine, or the meaning of writers,
m preference to the words nsed.’

8. Athanagius knew that the Nicene Creed eon-
tained “the faith once delivered to the saints;™
that “which they who from the beginning were
eye-witnesses and ministers of the word"” handed
down to us; that “‘the Word of the Lord spoken
through the (Heumenical Council of Niewa abideth

b Lyra Apostolics. Mo, 94, Athanasius,
¢ Th. Neo. 100, Dissent, 4 helow p. 11.
® Nieene Def. p. 17 note m. T Ad Afr, § 2; below p. 26.
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for ever;’ that the Arians worshipped a different
God from the trne God#; that those who worship-
ped a different God were not really Christians®;
that for an Arian to worship Christ was an act of
idolatry i,

Still, neither in hiz own defences of the truth
against Arianism does he put forward the word
which specially condemns it, nor does he require it
of those who were finding their way back to the
faith,

The Church eould not have dropped the word
‘homoousios’ without forfeiting the faith. There
wag nothing to induce her fo abandon this state-
ment of the truth, if she stall held the truth itscli.
Ariamzers or Bemi-Arians, who m thor various
Creeds tried to dizplaee it, ¢did hold a different
Taith, Btall, there was no oceasion to put in the
front just the word, against which minds were most
sct. 8. Cyril of Jernzalem, we all know, never ased
il in Ws Catechetical lectures, but a term ‘like in
all things®,' which at first sight suggests too much
and foo Little; too much, becanse the Father is
the Father, and the Son is the Son; too little,

& They do not believe the God that is, and there is none other
btut He.!  adv. Serapion. iv. 6.

L¢They wha call these men | Arians] Christians are in great
and grievous error, a3 neither having studied Seripture, nor un-
derstanding Christianity ot all, and the faith which it contaias.’
Ag. Arians L 1. p. 179, O, T. ‘How can they be any longer
Christians, since they coneceive of a different God from the exist-
ing God 2' (Ad Epict. n. 9; below p. 56.)

i+ Who told them, after abondoning the worship of crentures,
after all to draw near and worship & creature and a work?' Orat.
i § 5. p. 191. Ot Tr. Add Onat. fi. § 14. p. 301 0.1, Letter to
Bg. Lib. § 4 (Hist. Tr. p. 129), § 13. (Ib. p. 141) Letter to
Adelph. (below p. 63, and note g ib.)

b xord woere or & waow Spewor Catech, iv, 75 xi. 4 and 10
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because we use the word © hike,’ of things which
have a separate existence. Yet one' who had made
8. Athanasius one of his almost life-long studies
BAYS ;

“He introduces the word, 1 think, only once into his
three celehrated Orations, and then rather in a formal
statement of dectrine than in the flow of his discussion,
viz, Orat, 1. 4. [3.] Twice he gives utterance to it in
the Collection of Notes which make up what is called
hiz fourth Oration (Ovat.iv. 9. 12.) [pp. 5238, 527. O.T.]
We find il indeed in his de Decredis Nie. Cone, and his
de Synodiz; but there it constitutes his direct subjeet,
anid he discusses it, in order, when challenged, to defend
it. And in bis work against Apollinaris he save, duo-
otaeos 7 7pets: 1. & [below p. 96.]  But Lthere are passages
of his Ovations, in which he omits it, when it was the
natural word to wee; wid. the notes on Orad. 1. 24, 21,
[p- 210. O.T.] and 58 fin. [p. 26L Ih.] Morcover the
word does nol occur in the Cafecheses of 5. Cyril of
Jernsalem, A. 1) 317, nor in the recantation made bes
fore Pope Julius by Ursacius and Valens A, T 319, noe
in the cross-questionings to which 8, Ambrose subjected
Pallading and Secundiznus A, T 381"

ti Indeed no better illustration ean be miven of that
intrinsic independence of a fixed terminology which
belongs to the Catholic Creed, than the writings of
Athanasius himself, the special Doctor from whom the
subsequent treatises of Basil, the two Gregories, and
Cyril are derived.  This great author searcely uses any
of the scientilic phrases which have since been received
in the Church and have become dogmatie; or if he
introduces them, it is to give them senses which have
long been superseded. A good instance of his manner is
afforded by the long passage, Orat. iii. 80—58, which is
full of theology, with scarcely a dogmatic word., The
case is the same with his treatment of the Incarnation.

I Card, Newman, * On 8, Cyril's formula of the ple diews,’ Tracts
Theol. aud Ecel. pp. 291, 292, m Il . 283,



