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PREFACE.

Tuese ‘ Notes on Syphiliz’ are-reprinted from the
* Manchester Modicel and Surgical Roports’ 1 have
added an Appendix containing some separate arficles
which are referred to in the body of the paper.
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NOTES ON SYPHILIS.

By 8 HIEIHBILENGIR BRADLEY.

“ Ideas are like coins ; they haer the impress of the age {n which they are stamped.”’—
Avaen, Hirdery of the Doctrine of a Frbure Life.

Narver awvp Uwrrr or mow Syerintric PorsoN.—Syphilis is
one of the great group of zymotic diseases which depends npon
the introduction into the circulation of living poison germs from
without. Thesc germs having onee attsined an entrance into the
system, we have reasous for helieving, all behave much in the
samc way; thus it is logitimate to infor that by catalysis they
degrade the chemical composition of the blosd, and, by a process
akin to gyamogenesis, thet they muoltiply, and so take the place of
the corpuseular elemcnots contained in the vessels.

All such poisons, nnless dircetly lethal, pass throogh the etages
of increase, decrease, and elimination, the poison of syphilis only
differing from the poison of the cther specifis fevers in iis great
duration, and in the fact that we posseea drugs which exercise an
appreciable influcnee over its darstion sud severity.® Bearing in
mind the infinite diferenca of soil in which the poison may be
implanted, and the variety of seed which is eapable of setting up
the syphilitic fever, it will not be considered incredible that the
manifestations of eyphilis should differ so widely as to range from
a mere locnl lesion of alight duration and little gravity, to s disesse
which resists treatment and destroys life by n slow process of
blood poisoning and vieceral degeneration.

This statement of course implies a belief in the essential unity
of the syphilitic poison, however widely it may differ in the
symptoms to which it gives rise; and as this belief is not generally

* Hutchineon in Rernolda®s ¢ Syatem of Medicine,' ardicle @ Syphilis.”
1



2 NOTES DN SYPHILIS.

adopted by the profession, it is necessary that I should state the t
arguments in favour of such & creed. i

In the first place we have the admission of the most experienced
observers that sores which, so far as our present means of obser-
vation go, must be considered as soft, are occasionally followed
by constitutional symptoms; and again, that sores with every
feature of the true infecting chancre are not invariably followed
by secondaries. Much cvidence to this efect will be found in the
" Introduction to the Report of the Commission appointed by the
Secretary of State for War, and the Board of Admiralty, to inquire
into the Pathology and Trestment of the Venereal Disease,” and
also in the variows articles “On the Nature of the Venercal
Poison,” by Dr. Morgan, published in the pages of the ‘ Medieal
Press and Circular.'*

In the second place, maltiple adenopathy, which many observers
regard as more certsin cvidonce of Infectiom than the character of
the initial lesion, does not always oceur where aystemie poisoning
hps taken plage. Dassersan mentlons 120 cases of syphilitie

® Thers wre mush the seme gort of argements and facts for establishing & quadrupie
doctrine in regard ¢o the dlseane a8 thers are for supporting the Fusdity of the poison;
mnch argument bas indesd heen employed to establish kbe theory that there are o
lew then four disslnet maladies compreheoded guder the term eyphilis, each having
spectal symplomia and s diffarent significance. Carmichiael of Dublin bas, perhaps,
ptated thiz most clearly. Hiz clamification in as follows:—*" Ist. The uleer withoot
aallosity, raised edges, or phagedena, in facl, withoat any peculisr characters, and which
may, therefore, ba termed vhe wimple primary vencreal uleer, produces the papuiar
eruption which endr in desquamation, and the same effeqt is produced by a patchy
exeoriation of the glans aod prepres in men, and of the labia and vaging in women, and
aleo by 3 gonorrhoea virglents.  2ad. The ulcer with raised edges produces the pustules
which terminate in small ulesrs covered with fhin crusts, and which heal from their
margine.  3rd, The phagedenie aud sloughing uleers produce the pustular spots and
tobercles which termisate in nlears eoversd with thick erusts, which are necompanied
with phagedena, and which Aeal & gyneral fro their cenfre.  Athly, and lastly, Tha
primary callous wleer or chancre iy attended with the well-known sealy eruption, lepm
or psoriasis.”~—Carmicheel an *Yanereal Dizeases,” dnd edit., p. 68, Dasseresn wr h
to much the ssme sffect. *La benignilé do chanere annonoe I.ulglnpiﬂmu
tutionels peu graves; s malignité an contraire do prévoir que le malade sera uﬁhi.
sympibmes consecutifa dune grende pravitd, Apris les chancres indurds.
viennent les éruptions syphilides bémignes; apris les chaneres indunds pb
surviennant lea syphilides pusiolevees graves, les exosioses mppmﬁi.
caries."—Basterean, p. 144,  There fa fruth in all this, and mueh
it atfords to the praciical srgeon in making bis progoosis In any case ol
may present itself,
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erythema where the initial lesion was neither accompenied nor
followed by adencpathy. This, too, Mr. Berkeley Hill, a firm
dualist, admits, for speaking of certain ceses of syphibis, he says,
“This makes it probable that the glands in a small number of
vases escape alteration ¥—(¢ Syphilia and Local Contagions Die-
orders,” page 78).

In the third place it is admitted that in eyphilised subjects,
moculation with the matter of an infecting sore, or with the
seeretion’ from a moist secondary, will occasionally prodoce an
alcer, and that the inoculated sore s0 produced s invariably soft.
M. Rollet, writing on this subjeet, says, “ M. Ricord arrive 4 cette
eonclusion, que le chancre indurg lgrsqu’on réussit & ooculer &
un snjct syphilitique se manifeste chez ce dernier avee les earactires
du chanere mon."—(Rollet, * Maladies Vénériennes,” pege 665.)

In the fourth place thercis the teatimony afforded by the experi-
ments which T have made upon the lower animals, These experi-
ments may be briefly pummarised as follows:—In three different
cases, twice in guines pigy, and once in & kitten, T sueccceded in
prodocing an awto-inoculable, feesly suppurating, nem-infecting
soft chanere, by direct inogulation from o hard sore. The matter
(or rather materies, for there was no visible pus in the cases which
I selected) was alwags taken befors cieatrization had eommenced,
and from subjects in whom theére was well-marked multiple Inguinal
adenopathy, and other cvidences of constitntional infection. The
subjects of thess experiments remained under observation for s
perigd of four months, The resultant sore appeared in each cpse
within a week from the date of iboculation. In ne cese was it
followed by adencpathy or any other evidence of eonstitutional
infection. In each case the sore was proved capable of auto-
inoculation, and of implantation upon a third subject.¥

® A paper detailing these experiments wan vead at (he Annual Mesting of the British
Medice] Association held at Plymouth this year,

Many other experimeanta hawe been wade opon animals, and with different resolts,
The following case appears to me to be an inslance of & soft sore prodoced by inoenlation
from infocting ehancres. I8 is, T believe, the only ene on re¢ord, and it s right to add
that it is not &0 considered by the expecimenter himsell. Exper. 10.—Cane di razza
Inglese fu inoculato con materin proveniente de oleern stflitico accompagnato da adeniti
inguinali specific. ‘Due giorni dopo la piags & arroseta & poco secermentl. Inm 13
giorni la piage ol cleatrizzo. 11 cane fu cissrvato per 34 giorni. Resoltato negativo.
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1t is quite true that the interchange of the two lesions takes place
very rarely. The muajority of my experiments failed. I do not
know exactly what the proportion was, bt I should say roughly
that about 95 per cent. of the operations gave negative results,
It is quite troe, also, that in an immense majority of cases the
practised surgeon will be correct in prognosing constitntional
immunity in the subjects of some sores, and constitutional infection
in the subjects of other lesions. Tt is quite true, in a word, that
the poison of syphilis has developed into two well-marked varioties,
which, ss a rule, * breed true,’”” but in the face of =uch evidence ns
I adduce, it appears to me impossible to claiin more than the
position of a variety for the soft chancre.

It scems to me that this fact of {he original onity of the
pyphilitic virus, taken together with the well-marked double type
into which it has now divariested, is interesting in affording an
insight into the genersl evolution of disemse, I shall, perhsps,
explain my mesning more clearly by eketching the possible history
of venereal dizease. Once npon a time (pathologicel and peological
chronology are equally vague), we will imagine that gonorrhea
which was evolved from, or let we say, commenced in, a traumatic
urcthritis, was transmitted from one sex to the other, and from
that timc assumecd s persistent type. Dirt, low vitality, &e.,
prepare & suitable =oil for the gomorrhocal matter, which, after a
time, produccs an ulecr in the rcadily abraded vaginal mucous
membrane. The matter which this uleer seeretes 13 more virnlent
than the former—it tends to produce oo nleer Like itzelf, The
same factors which cvolved tha ulecr from the urethritis operate
&gain, and so incresse its poisunous qualities that its cell elements
acquira a higher speciafisation ; hecoming morc highly organised
they are capable of self-production, and so produce af length a true
constitutionel malady. Thisis of conrse purely imaginary, but it is
probable that when the “special creation hypothesis” has given
way to the “evolution hypothesis” in discase, ss it is deing in
{Dr. Annelgan Ricordi, * Sulln trasmisaibilich della sifilide 4'all vome o bruti”). The
fact of any result following such inoculotion afferds evidence of its belng auccesaful;
short time aa the ulear lasted, thirteen days, it is yet longer than would be observed had

the inccolation wot suecesded. Ricondi himeelf arguen from thene experiments that
wyplilis ix a peculiarly buman affection, sed cannot be transmitted to the brutes,
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natural history, we shall adopt some such theory as the above to
account for the origin of different diseases, Leaving the unproved,
however, we find a parallel to the history of syphilis in the history
of the epiphytes, or vegetable parasites, Ttmay be held as settled,
that the various epiphytes which infest the human body have a
common origin; e. g, that the eerisl spores of penicillium, that
tornl®, sarcinz, and the various tinew, are all the offspring of the
same vegetable cell; and yet it is & clinieal fact that their inter-
change is scarcely over witnossed in the human subject. Is it
not possible that the same causes which operate to effect thees
changes among these low forms of vegetsble life, such as differcnces
in the soil, and the age, &e., of thé seed, are also the principal
agents which determine the charscter of the syphilitic attack 7*

Provrras Frarures oF Heneprrary Syruivis—8o much power
is hers nitributed to the soil in determining the futnre course of an
attack of syphilis, that it will perhaps oceur to same that, if this
doctrine be irue, we ought fo find s marked difference between
hereditary and acqoired syphilis ; such, indeed, is found to exist.

Hereditary syphilis differs from the acquired disease both in
presenting lesions of an altogether peculiar character {e. g. inter-
stitial keratitis} and in its mode of evolation, for while aequired
syphilia observes & more or less regular sourse in nnfolding it
sequenca of events, during which eertain groups of symptoma,
termed secondary, precede by a well-marked interval of time
cortain other groups termed tertiary, such a sequence is not
observed in hereditary syphilis; but, on tha contrary, aymptoma
belonging to the tertiary gromp, such as visceral lesions, oeour
cotemporaneouely with, ar even precede, symptoms, such as skin
affections, which esscntially belong tothe secondary group. Tt is,
indeed, not uncommon for children to die from visceral syphilis,
who have barely manifested any secondary affections. This is &
point of praetical importance, for, if discovered early, medicine is
potent for good in the treatment of any form of hereditary syphilis.+

® The shove arguments appeared mich in the same form in & paper of ming puiilished

in the « Med, Press snd Circulsr* for 1871,
+ I may here remark ihat the treatment of hateditary syphilis dees not maderially



