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THE BIFUATION OF THIS COUNRTEY IH ALABMING ENOUGE
T0 EOUSE THE ATTENTION OF EVYEREY MAX, WHO PRETENDS
T0 A CONCEER FOR THR FUBLIC WELFARE.

AFPPEABANCES JUSTIFY EUSFICION; AND WHEN THE SAFETY
OF A STAYE Ia AT BTAHR, BOBFICION 15 A JUST GROUND OF
INQUIEY, LET Us ENTEX INTQO IT WITH CANDOR AND

DECENCY,
: JUNTTS,
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A coxcrse gtatement of the fundamental princi-
ples, relative fo the powors end limitations of our
several systema of State and Federal Government,
seems timaly at the present time, snd was first sug-
gested to my mind by the following debate in the
Federal House of Representetives on the 18th March,
1876 —

A CENTRALTZATION REGLIITGN.
Mr. Baker, of Indiana, offered the following resolotion

Besolved, That the pm:?le of the United States constitate one
nation, and not & mere confedersey of Btates and nations | thet the
Constitulion was formed hy the peopls acting in their primary and
individusl eapacity through their delegates thereto duly constituted ;
that the Government, under the Constitution, is of people and
for the people, and that in its sppropriate sphave the Geovernment
of this nation i sovereign and sopreme; that in its nature it is per-
manent end indizscluble, except by the action and consent of the
whole people; that no State has eny right or entherity 1o judge of
the Constitntionality of tha laws coaeted by Congress, or to nullify
the execution of the same ; and that all overt acts by any State or
peapla thereof, or secesaion therefrom, or of vebellion epainst the
nAme, constitute treason ; amd thot the lste war of the rebellion, for
the dismemberment of the 1nion, was canseless and indefansible on
uny theory of right er of Constitutional law.

Hs moved that the roles be suspended, and the resolution
edoptad, and ealled for the yens and baya, which were ordered.
Mr. Btone, of Missouri, moved to adjourn. Rejected.
Mr. Cox, of New Yurk, asked whether the resclution waas
divisible.
3



4 PREFACE,

The Bpeaker responded that the motion to suspend the rules and
adopt the resolution was not divisible,

Mr, Cox asked whether it was in order to read from the Constitu-
tion these words, “ Done in Convention by the unanimous eonsent
of the States. George Washington.”

'The Spenker replied thet it would be in the nature of debate, and
mot in order,

Thunmﬂuulumpmdlhruiumdndoptthemalnhmm
rejected — yeas 91, nuys 75— two thirds not having voted in the
affirmative, Very fow Domocruts voted for it Among them wers
Durand, of Michigan ; Hardenbergh, of New Jersey; Jenks, of
Pennsylvanin; New, of Indionn ; Phelps, of Connectiout; Potter,
of Michigan ; Vanee, of Ohio, and A, 8. Willinms, of Michigan. All
the Republicans voted for it, all the Southern Demoernts against it,
ond most of the Northern Democrats refrained from voting.

Before the vote was announced, Mr. Baker called the attention
‘of the Chair to the fact that many members were present who were
not voting ; and he made s point of order that they be uomp-ﬂllnd
to vote.

The Spenker overruled the point.

Mr. Randall, of Pennsylvania, remarked that there was o good
deal of truth in the resolution, and also o good deal of false
principle.

The result of the vote was then announced. The following is
the negative vote:

Messra, Ashe, Atkina, Beabe.Blunkhum Bland, Blount, Boone,
Bright, Brown, of Kentucky, Cubell, Caldwell, of Alubama, Caldwell,
of Tennessee, Candler, Cate, Clarke, of Kentucky, Cook, Cowan, Col-
berson, DeBaolt, Dibrell, Douglas, Ellis, Faulkner, Felton, Forney,
Franklin, Glover, Goode, Gunter, Hancock, Hartridge, Harris, of
Georgin, Hewitt, of Alabama, Hill, Wooker, House, Hunton, Hurd,
Jones, of Kentueky, Knott, Levy, Lewis, Lord, Meude, Milliken,
Mutchler, Odell, Parsons, Payne, Phillips, of Missouri, Piper, Rea,
Reagan, Rice, Riddle, Robbins, of North Caroline, Robbins, of
Pennsylvanis, Ross, Scales, Sheakley, Singleton, Smith, of Georgla,
Stone, Torry, Throckmorton, Tucker, Vanes, of North Carolina,
Waddell, Walser, of New York, Ward, Williams of Alabamn,
Williams of Indiana, Williss, Yeates, and Young. — 76,
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Resortriona ¥ MB. Cox.
Mr. Cox then offered the following resalutions:

Resolved, That the people of the United Btates constitute =
nation in the senee, Lo the extent, and for the purposes defined in
the Federal Conatitution. :

Resopdved, That the Govarnment of the Unitad Btates is & Federal
Union, and wae formed by the people of the several Btates in their
sovereign capacity ; that the righta and powers of the United States
Government are deflned and limited by the Federal Constitution,
and these rights and pewere cannot be enlarged or diminished ex-
cept by an amendment to the Canatitution,

Resolred, That the righta of Statca have tha same mnction of
gecurity in the Constitution as the rights rnd powers of the Fedeml
Qovernment ; and that local domestic government by the eeveral
Htates, within the limits of the Copstitution, 3a absolotely necessary
for the preservation of the liberties of the citzen and conting-
ance of a republican ayatem of governmant.

Resolved, That the doctrice that any State has the right to seceds
from the 1nion s in confiiet with the ides of 8 perpetual Union na
contemplated by the Constitubion, and should be reparded as being
forever extinguished by the result of the recent civil confliet.

My, Holmar, of Indians, ¢xlled for the yeas and noys, and they
were ordered.

Mz, Biaine, of Maino, axpresaed a hops that avery Union man in
the House would vote againet the resclotions.

Tha motion to suspend the riles and adopt the resolutions was
adopted — yeas 150, naya 42, .

All the Democruta and » faw Repoblicans voted for the resoln-
tions. Among the Eepublicans woting yea, were Messrs. Kelley,
Leavonworth, MeDL, Phellips, of Xansws, Platt, Townsand, of Penn-
sylvenia, Willard, W. B. Williams, of Michigan, and Wilsom, of
lows, The reat of the Republicans yotad ne.

It will be observed, that nofwithstanding the crack
of the radical whip by ex-Speaker Blaine, that ont of
one hundred and ninety-two members present and

. voting thereon, but forty-two voted against the resolu-
tions of Hon. Mr. Cox of New York.

This fact is alluded to for the purpose of proving

that a majority of the Republican party still adhere to
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the theory upon which our forefathers established our
governmental systems, and that but a minority of
nctive and ambitious men would overthrow them.

In the brief statement presented it has been my
purpese to give in a condensed form : First, the
action of the Fathers both in the establishing a con-
federacy, and also in providing for “a more perfect
union of the States.” Second, the definition of words
as expounded by Noah Webster. Third, authoritative
quotations to show the views not only of the framers
of our federal system of government, but the views of
those who founded the republican party, and the posi-
tion it took as to this question of the rights of the
States in its early organization, upon which position it
achieved success in the North, and the acquisition of
political power in the Federal government.

Parts IL. and IIL. are discussions of these principles
in brief, the whole presenting what appears to me to
be a eandid and just statement of the question dis-
cussed and adopted by the House of Representatives
on the occasion referred to:

The difficulty has been to condense and pass over a
mass of additional testimony confirmatory of the views
advanced, as it always is easier to elaborate than to
condense where the testimony is voluminous,

Trusting these pages may aid in maintaining our
local domestic rights and powers, and make clear to
some the relations between the States and their Fed-
eral Government, as well as to warn the people them-
selves to guard jealously their own reserved powers
as freemen, they are respectfully submitted,

EpwarD HAMILTON,

Jananca Pratw, Bosrow, Mass,, February, 1880,



Ir ia rather remacknble that any body of men in any
party in the States of onr Union, can ba found at thia
late day, advocating the dectrine that the Federal
Government c¢an of right interfere in the manage-
ment of the local nffeira of the people of the States.

. Burely no agent iz greater than his principal, no
reprosentative can have or rightfully exercise powers
other than those delegated to him in the Instrument
oreating him, and which he is bound to support and
maintain wnimpaired hy the oath he has tnken to do
80, and by the fact thet his sole authority consists in
that derived from the Constitution. Therefore all
attempts to adopt legielation ontside constitufional
limita, to sssume powers which helong exclogively
either tg tha people or to the Btates, is wsurpstion.

Before quoting antheritative opinions upom this
question, let us first ¢xamine the proceedings of the
bodies which created our fodcral system of govern-
ment, and see what was understood by them to be the
relation between the Federal and the State govern-
menta.

THE CONFEDERATION.
During the time the Decloration of Independence
wag under consideration, Congress took tha necessary
meagures for the formation of a constitutional plan of

union. A committes to form a plan was appointed on
the 12th of June, 1776, and the plan proposed by this
T ,



