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TQ0 THE READER,

The jfollowing irawsiations were undertalon
Sfor a twofeld reason, and that a selfish one:
decawse 1t £5 joy te Irve awilile very close to the
thowghit of anctier, when that other s a el
Fiver: because tf 15 Jay fo place wilhun e reach
of certain of one's follows what ene believes fo be
adimivable and good.

Yez, in offering to those who have not read the
origingl, an Lnglishk version of two ¢f Maurice
Macterlinck's plays, I feel as ome fhatl, having
marvelled al a rose in He garden, showld poorly
Juasiion [s fmage in paper to give lo s friend.
—I should fave preferred o place the volume
in your fands withou! so wch as a word of
apology Jor s many obvious and more or lcss
mmevitable shortcomings; dud the laws of the
“ Scott Libvary™ forbid the silesnce I desive, and
obiige me o add a few prefatory words.
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TO THE READER.

Maurice Maeteriinek wae born at Ghent on

Angust 20th, 1802 ; Jus published works are as
Jollows —

Serrns CHAUDES (2 smal volume of wverse),
1880,

La Privcrsse MaLmiwe (o prose drama in five
acts), 18g0.

Lrs AvRUGLES (faa prese dramas in one ac,
eniitled respectively CL'INTRUSE" and “LES
AVEUCLES ™), 18ge.

L'ORNEMENT DES NOCES SPIRITUELLES (frans-
Jated from the Flemich of Van Rwuysdroeck.
and preceded by an Fnfroduction), 1891,

Les Serr Princesses (g preose drama in one
acl), 18q1.

PELLEAS ET MELISANDE (¢ frose drania in fioe
acls), 1802,

Arrapise kY Pavomioes; IxTeErieyr: La
MorT DE TINTAGILES (fhree short prose
dramas published in the same volume), 1804

LEs DhscirLes A Sais nr LES FRAGMENTS DE
Novanis (fransiated from the German and
preceded by an Infroduction), 18g5.

A transialion of one of the maslerpieces of
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TO THE READER.

English literatuve shouwld perlaps be added to
this list; a tragedy of fokn Ford's, adapted for
representation by the " Thidtre de I'(BEuvre" last

wnter, under the title of “Annabella”
As rerards the future, we may expect in the

antumn of s year a new velume, entitled " Le
Trésor des Humbodes"

Beyond this, 1t seerms to wme that notiivg ueed be
sard.  The dulk of Manrice Macterlinc's work
Jear been wwritfen 1n prose, but fe is pre-enanently
@ poet, ene who—profoundly conscions of fifes
miyslery—seeks lo draww swear the unatproached,
fo see the unseen, to fear the unlheard, to express
the inexpressible—If full and fair judgment of a
poel's work depended on the intelligence merely, et
wrigled be profifable for one wito knew it well to take
it carefully to pieces, to consider the beanties and
the blemishes of its workmanship, and, cdearly
ascerfaiming the cause of cvery effect, thus help
others to a rightfel anderstanding of the whole.
Lut a poct 15, of all men, he that draws nearest to
the sond of things ; and in seeking to understand
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70 THE READER,

what concerns the souwl, nothing avails but the
soul tiself.

We Hve within the shadew of a veil that no
man's kand can lift, Somte are born near i1, as
it wwere, and pass Welr fves siviving fo peer
thronph tts web, catehinr wow and again visions
of Inexplicable things  but some of us lve so jfar
Frome the ver! thal we nol owly deny tfs existence,
but delight in mocking thore that percefve what
we cannot—And ye! we Enow and acknewledee
that owur perccptions of thimes wmalerial and

positive are bounded &y ke mature of our
senses.—Jf you and I wwere standing on a Jeight
together, we both shonld be able o vealise that
the prass was dewy arf ouwr fee!, that the wind
bleww from the west, that the sky above us was
clondless and sereme.  Yeb, bevond Uhe village
in the vafley, &t might chance that you saw
nothing dearly, neither the silver viver, nor the
spire half-way up the kil nor the misty peaks
beyond. And whilst I stood gazing at what for
you existed nof, the passing swallow's highest

note, the shrill cry of the grassiopper, a hundred
&



T0 THE READER.,

tnsect-voices al our feel, might reack your ears
and never pierce wmy silence. Nor, if we spent
the solwle day there, secking fo share perceplions,
should [ be able fo imake you see, wor you to make
wee frear, beyond L fiveits of enr senses.

The sonl fas senses as e body furs; and if
seems to e thal the worlk of a peet—sv Jie walk
fand in band cwith truth, revealing unle us as
best fre wray the face she shows fim—asks fo be
accepied or rejecled fn stlence.  For e nearer e
stand to the veil, the leener Dis pars lo calch
lifes  wlispers, and the smore wvibrating lis
sensibility to the analogiss that bind fogether Ui
seen and e wnscen, e nitore fupossible it must
become o weigh the valne of wilal fte gives us,
since the only proaf of its truth is the conprelien-
sigin—lere or fheve, partial er entire—of some
Simidar or Lindred soul.

It khas been affirneed in print, by one possibly
unconscious  gf Jir  own  wmalformation, that
Maunrice Maeterlinck is a hopeless mental eripple ;
it has alse been wwrilten that a ceviain work of his
s a mastergicce pure and elevnal, sufficient of
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