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PREFACE

HE following pages are a plain commentary on the Book
of Ecclesiastes. Those who expect te find here the
advocacy of new and startling theories of this fascinat-

ingly perplexing book will be disappointed. In the judgment
of the writer there bas been something too much of these
things in the recent literature on Qoheleth. An endeavour is
made in the following pages to examine the important theories
concerning the book, both ancient and modem, in an impartial
spirit, and, in the formation of judgments, to go whither the
evidence points. Ohbviously, in treating & work which has
been studied so many centuries, there {s little opportunity for
novel discovery. Occasionally the writer has found himself
differing from all his predecessors, but much more often the
evidence has pointed to a cooclusion already anticipated by
some previous worker. He cannot hope that his conclusions
will commend themselves to all his colleagues, but if this com-
mentary shall have a part, however humble, in recalling criti-
cism to regions in which the evidence is sufficiently objective
to give some ultimate promise of a consensus of judgment on
the part of scholars concerning the problems invelved, the
labour expended upon it will be more than rewarded.

In conclusion, I desire to express my thanks to Dr. Hans H,
Spoer, of Jernsalem, for placing at my disposal his collation
of some MSS, of the Gresk Version of Ecclesiastes in the
Library of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre; to Professor
Paul Haupt, for permitting me, in spite of my disbelief in his
metrical theary, to use, while reading my proofs, advance
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sheets of his Hebrete Text of Ecrlesiastes; to the Editor, Professor
Charles A. Hriggs, for his helpful criticisms and many kind-
nesses while the book bas been passing through the press; and
to my wife, for her valuable aid in reading the proofs.

GEORGE A. BARTON.

Brvy Maws, Pa.,
April and, 1908.
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