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FOREWORD

HE scope of this liftle volume iz sug-

gested sufficiently, I think, by iis

litlke—*"* 4 Book of Preferences tn
Eqterafure.”” The essays included here deal with
subjects which, for one reason or another, are
dear 1o the mind of their wriler, and represent
a personal choice amongst many valued books.
Erciusion from these pages does nol necessarily
mean thel such abseni auikors are less congenial
to his taste. It implies simply thel M. Anagiole
France and Mr, Rudyard Kipling amongsl
novelists, Waller Pater amongst essayists, and
Christina Rossetii, Mr. W. B, Yeals, Heredia,
and Francis Thompson amongst poels, are
peculiarly grateful o his {emperament and
thouglt. The writers named, however eminent,
are nol perhaps of the supremest gentug, It
matters litile. In literature, as in prayer, the
devotion al times will be addressed to the saind
ralher than to the Deily, and yel the homage
and petition wmay gain their reward. In the
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12 FOREWORD

Jollowing chapters I have offered my duty to
Literature through the persons of the acolytes
about her shrine. I frusi—with fearfulness—
that I shall Be forgiven. Amongst all the
characters of fietion I have coveted greatly the
rale of Interpreter in the House Beautiful, Where
I hooe failed in my agpivalion, 4 i2 the comi-
menfator and not hig fext that is uningpired.

E. M.



