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PREFACE,

——n——

Tamw book provides a course in langnage to bs used within the third,
fourth, fifth, and sixth year grades, covering either two or three years,
aocording to the amonnt of time allowed for language work, the age of the
puplls, and their previous training,

In the praparation of it the design has besn .=

(1) To help children to talk and write more freely about the many things
that they see or know. Suggestive questions have been asked, in order to
stimulate thought, to develop elear ideas, and to enable the learner to report
more readily, both orally and in writing, what he hea discovered. Provision
has been made for & great amount of practice in talking and writing.

(2) To make children more and more ohserving, — especially in the field
of natural science, — adding to their knowledge, and leading them to find
out for themselves, Teaching from the object itself, when practicable, is
much to be desired. Many illnatrations nre set befors the children for
descriptive and imaginative writing, and help is given in the form of leading
questiona, .

(3) To make correct expression habitual, by ealling for frequent repetition
of the right forms, and by constantly suppressing the wrong,

(1) To peoure the use of correct written forms by giving models for
Fmitation, and by leading up to simpls rules for the use of oapltals, punctu-
stion-marks, and word-forms, with examnples and much work for practice.

(5) To give a little lnsight into the structnre of language by showing how
words are classified.

Various methods are introdused which experience has shown to be stfrao
tive, thoroughly sound, snd quickly effective; and it ia confidently believed
that children who do the work of the book under these methods will make
great gain in talking and writing easily, clearly, and correctly, within the
range of their knowledge.

Permission to uea copyrighted matter from their publications has been
kindly given by Mesars. D. Lothrop & Co., and Mesars. Houghton, Miffiin &
Co., of Boston, and by Messrs, Harnar & Brothers of New York.

May 1, 1801
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TO TEACHERS.

——g——

Taear leasons are not of unifarm length; they are graded, and those of
& kind wre arranged sccordingly; but, in general, they are not dependent
consecatively oné upon another. The order of them, therefore, may often
be changed at discretion ; some may be cmitted, some divided ; others may
be amplified and dwelt upon,

Good talkers easily become good writers; and talking lessons should pre-
cedes and cut-number written leasons. Indesd, every school exersise sbould
contribute ite part towsrds the child's training in language.

A right nse of the suggestive questions will lead to habits of thought and
investigation, along given lines. Other guestions may be added, but the
direct giving of information will not often be necessary.

In both oral and written composition, the srrangement of material and
the order of statement are left to the personal direction of the teacher.
From the cutsat, the children miuost be trained to criticise and correct ona
angther'a work.

Additional suggestions to teschers will be found in Part 1. of % Our Lan-
gusge.”

.



FIRST LESSONS IN LANGUAGE.

——— e

LESSON 1.—What Is a Statement P

When we talk or write we put our words into groups
called Sentences.

Make o sentence that aske somehing about this kitten.
Some sentences ask guestions.

Command some one to do something with the kitten.
Some sentences command some one to do something,

Muke a sentence that delfy whers the kitten {a.
Most of our sentences tefl what we think or know.
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Which of the following sentences ask quasiions?
Whick of them telf something?
Which ona containg o command?

1. This kitten has had a lonesome journey.

2. Do you think she is glad to see the world again ?
8. Tt waa dark as night inside the basket,

4. Bhe wonders where she is,

b. Is she going to jump out?

6. Do not let her run away.

7. 8be must have a ribbon to wear.

In answer to the following questions, make spoken senfences or
statements that will tel! something about the Kitten : —

1. Would Skip be a good name for this kitten ?

2. How old do you think she ia 7

3. What is tied to the handle of the basket ?

4. What do you think pussy would like best now ?

Remember that —
A sendence that tells something is a stalement.

LESSON 2.—Written Stalements.

Here are some answers o the questions in Lesson 1. Make a care-
Jul copy of them.

i Swgmjpwa,cam-dmm

2. She w thuu meonths old,

5. Jhow b a cand ove Ue hoandle,
w, Pussny wouwld thke sovne midk.
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LESSON 3.—How Statements Begin and End.

1. In copying the sentences of Lesson 2, how many capital letters
did yon make? 2. Which words did you begin with capitals?
3. Where iz the capital used in each sentence? 4. What mark
did you nse to show that & sentence was ended? 5. How should
vou begin every written statement? 6. How should you end one?®

Write four different answers to the questions in Lesson I,

Femember that —
A Statement begins with a capilal and ends with a period.

LESSON 4.—Practice in making Statemants.

L Make complate oral slatements by telling what these dp - —
horses ~ furnaces merchants
cows wabches farmers

Write the siatements that you have made.

IL Make complete oral statements telling w?aat these are, and then
write them: —

fish a tumbler doctors
gquadruped Beissors oranges

IT1. Tell of what and by whom these things are made, fird in oral
and then in written soféments: —

ghoes butter candy
coats bread doors

® % the Teacher.—Thess, and similar questions and directions throughout the
baok, are for the puypil to read alond and answer. [f they are not sufficlent to develop
the given subject and lead the learner to son without actuslly being told, thay nt Jenst
present n method, and may easily be mpplemonted by the toacher, Do not ask goess
tions that contaln the whole anawer in themselves: let the quastions call for thonght
and reasoning.
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LESSON 5.—A Picture Stery.

I. Tell your teacker a
slory about this picture by
ansnwering these quastions n
compiete stalemenis ; —

1. Of what is this a pio-
ture? 2. How old do you
think she is? 3. Whers
is she sitting? 4. What
do you see on the table ¥
5 What has she before
her? 6. What has she in ber hand? 7. What do you think she
is eating? 8. Think of something else to say about her hair or
her dreas.

II. Write the story that you have been telling.

LESSON 6.—A Memory Gem to Copy and Learn.
Qe b @ mowntaim valley
Jt was o s cloud.,

1. How many lines or verses does this stanza of poetry contain ?
2. At the end of the lines what words sound somewhat alike, or
rhyme § 3. With what kind of letter does each line begin?

Copy the stanza, learn #, and ol some time write # from memory.
Remember that —
Every line of poelry should begin with a capiial.



