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BY WAY OF EXPLANATION.

AT & mesting recently jointly held by the Provisional and Publishing Com-
mittees of the Natfonal Council, it was voted that the Year Hook be publish-d as
nwmﬁmoﬁ.l'mmq 1380, a2 way be, in a0 sbbreviated form; and that it be

daoed by a finencial st which; a8 brisfly and exactly as poasible, shall
convey to oll parties interested the easemtial facts —for the information of the
churches, and the correation of rumaors which the coramittees had Jearned are in
circulation. The following siatement has been drawn up In compliwnce with
that vote.

The sction of the last National Couneil on the subject of publication ineluded
the following points [Minutes, eto., pp. 40, 41]; =

1. That an annual oompihdw of the statiatica of the American Congresational
Churches — and an ta and plote list of ministers i Congres
gational felinwnhip-—-“uhwld e published under the sanction of the Conneil.™

2. That *‘the necessary expenses thereof should be mat by its constitoent
bodies,'

3. To this end the Couneil, by i vats, ded to request the sevaral
Btate Associations snd Confereners ™ to solicit mmhmma smounting to one
cant per mamber of their respect!ve churches, and remit the same to the Treasurer
of the Counell.”” [This to west the expense of the Minuiss, statistios, etc , for
1878, publiched In 1879.]

4. That if, in compliancs with the first vots aforesaid, the Publishing Commit-
tee *“ fnd it desirable ™ to issue tha statistics for tha remaining two years bafore
the next meeting of the Council ** for free disteibution, ene to each church in
our fellowship,” the Treasurer of the Council be anthorized ' to axk ™ from the
churches ** for & contribaution not excesding one half cent from aach member, in
ench of thoso years, for that purposs.” [This to meet the expense of the statistios
for 1878 published in 1874, and of those for 1879 published in 1880.]

On stulyiog carefully this action, the Publishing Committes felt that they
conld constens the first vote as no oth=r than mandatory, in respect to the offi-
ginl pubiication by them, for sach of the thres years referred to, of the sunwal
atatistics of the churches and the ministry. It seemed to them that whatever
diseretion might be committad to them in the phrase, * find it desirable,” ete.,
was not intended to leave to their judgment the main guestion, whether the
statistios of thoss two years should be qificially published or not; but ooly tha
lessar question, whether any othar prudant way of publication than that of their
fasue at the expense of the churches, might prove to be open to use. Should they
find smch, they ware at liberty to adopt it Bhouold they fail to find it, they wers
ot under instruction themeelves to go forward and print them; clling upon
the charches for the half cent par member which, in visw of that contingency, had
been vobed by the Council. At the mme time—the sgcompanying pacuniary
rocommendations having been adopted withont question, or suggestion of dis-
sent, by the legnl delagates of the Congregational churches of the land in that
Councll sssombled — it seomed to the Committes fair to presume that those
chiirches might reasonably ba expected honombly 10 respond to the eonstrogtive,
and by no means unrsasonshle or onerons, pledge thus frecly given by their
aunthorized represontatives on their behalf, and, as from time to tims needed,
o remit the moderate swm

The Committes acoordingly prwe-adod, for the general good, to discharge, ac-
cording to their best judgment sad ability, the laborious end thankiess duty
imposod upon them. They were confronted (n the outet by three dificulties
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standing in the way of their seouring the performance of the work of publication
with that economy which in all such cases ls espocisily to ba desired. (1) The
Councll had Incloded within its Minntes, then awalting pablication, so many and
80 extended papers remd befors it, as to swell to & thick eotave volome of more
than 460 pages, what otherwise might have bean scarcely more than a pamphlet.
{2) All publication of statistieal matter ls much more expensive than commen
work. And (3) the oortainty that months must elapse before, under the most
favorable conditions, the mouym]d bs sxpactad to ﬂawim the tressary for
the payment of bills { d, v the resort to leng credit, with
its accompanying inevitable Mp of interest, whila at the same time taking
away the advantage of sscuring the lowest cash ratas for the work done.

Thus embarrassed, the Committes procesdsd, with the !ul.l.um rasule of ex-
penditura for the firet yoar (1877-8).

Paid A. Mudge & Son, for Ebapnblluﬁun, dw:ribumumm of 4,300

copies of the Minutes . . . B .. 8276235
The other expenses of the twelvemonth were; —
Postege . . . .+ . a4 a e . . o Mm4
Printing efronlars s o a! 1§ PR ‘ 8 B0
Advertisiog . ., . « W & % e . a2
Pnl.dw H.Moore , . . . . . -
B. Wolcott i i A 3 - . . 45D
C. Cushing . ‘ 50 00

C, Demond {u-pemas ta Du:mit msl, muu. m; 104 $1
A H. Qu]nt(e::pemnsnnd meney paid out, $86.50; sar-
wiges in preparing stitistica, and superintending their
poblication, §200) . . . 2 . 289 00

Inw:,m..........uw
_ &I

$3,440 47

As was last year explatned, this was done by pecunfary co-operation with the
proprigtor of the Congregational Quarterly, o whose pages the statistics had for
severnl years been printed, and with the unlerstanding that the right smicably tu
publish them solely in a Fear Scok thereatter (if deomed advisable) was as folly
oonceded by him, as {t was reserved by the Committes.

‘When, some months later, the question of -what form the poblication required
by the Cimneil should take for 147TH-0 cama up, negotistions were held with tha
proprietor of the Quarierly. But it was found that he was not prepared to fur-
nish the Committes with numbers 6f bis jonrnal containing the statistios, except
for a larger sum than it wonld cost them to publish the same in the form of &
Tear Book, while there were some speial advantages in the latter shape over the
former. The Committee acoordingly decided that they ought to publish & Fear
Book. And, in view of the facts, — that ministers -specially desirs and nesd such
n manual; that to double the issus (the type once being set) would by no means
double the expense; and that, were the cirenlation guarantesd to inglude minis-
tors a8 well a8 churches. important aid could be derived from advertising, — it waa
votad to print 8,000 copiea. This waz seco-dingly dons, nine beantiful designs
for churches being gontributed, free of ell expross and ready for binding in, by
an sminent architect. A copy of this menual was ssnt, post-paid, to every church
and minister whosa name was included within its lista.

In view of the fact that these Year Hooks were thus forwarded gratls to minis-
tars us well an churghes, the Committee further ventured to suggest to the churches
that it would be welcome were they to contribute for the vear at the rate of ong

end per member, initead of ona half-cent, s in the Counacll’s vote requested.
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The expenditares for the seoond year (1878-0) wers: —
Pald A Mudge & Son, mwbhmﬂnnot&mww.rmm . 82,508 88
Expenee of wrappers, directing, mailing, ets. . . T4 &
Postage (e eachjon Fear Bookssent by mail . . . . . FH.ON

Total axpenss of ¥ear Book . . . . .+ . . .S&Mm

The other expenses of the year were: —
Printing ofroulars, ete. . . e
Postage 4

Paid A. H;innt{moneymldmLSMmGka
statistics, etc., §200) 5 5 .
Eav.H. A, Hum for pr i vlul dkies { t
I'wmrlypaidhimhyl.hs@wrmfpmx the like ser-

vice) . 2 .. . roon -

“en502 5
The total expenditare of the two years has therefors been aa follows, vis.:—
IBTT-R . . . . . . . . . - 3,440 47
1878-9 . A . i PR . 3 E . 8,582 25
81,002 72
Turning to the department of recelpts for the same period, the report Is as
follows, viz.:—

Balares in treasnry, Detober, 1877, from previons year B . 39 60
Recaived bafore the resignation of C. Demond as tressurer (15 Jan .
1673, from the churches of thirteen States . . 2,270 88
Eecelved (since 15 Jan., 1579) by the pmm. nmnn:. l'r'om the
churches of elaven States . a ¥ s a . . s 1,728 5O
. Tear Baoks sold . . 08 88
Wet receipts for mlrarﬂa!.ng in l’eur M iocr 151‘9 cmm: mu.
and three pages of sover) . s w ow R 02 48
4,044 22
Conparing the two totals of :ewhm and uvemlii-\lm the resnlt is this, viz.:—
Ezpended . . . . 4 . BT0e2 T3
Received v ] f - . “ ” s 4,544 22
Leaving the balance now due the tressurer, without
caming interegt duneon loans . . . . . 2,178 50

The above statemant will make it apparent toall that if any person have imagined
that the Committes —to nss the apostle’'s words —were * making a galn”
trom their place, or from the churches, such impression is far from the fast. The
mettqrhu received nothing for any services as secretary; while for labor in

piling, and intending the publication of the statistles, he has
not beem peid ordinary wmpe.nmmn for the time employed, — no regard even
being had to extra parsonal expenis-s of travel, oto., mado necessary in printiog.
It will further be seen that the present treasurer hu never charged, or recalved,
ons cent in compensstion for service, work upon the Fear Book, sxpenses, or
discomfort gocnsiomed by the beavy burden assumed and borne by him for the
sake of what both the Provisional Committes and the Publishing Conimittee of
ths Council regarded as demanded by the honor and welturs of the denomina-
tion, and, in the end, indispensable to save tt from the disgrace of ihe failure of
its commissioned representatives to meet pecuniary obligations fairly inewrred
by order of the Council.
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‘When the Committess confronted the queation of duty as to obaying the vote
of the Council in publishing the suatistics sod * especiaily an nocorate and oom-
plete list of ministers in Congregational fellowship " for 1874-80, they were at
first disposed to allow the embarrassments of their pesition to plead thelr excuse
for declining all further responsibility In the matter. But their conviction of tha
various inconvenisnces and misfortunss which must follow the fatlure to pus
forth any trustworthy list of the Amerlosn Congregational churches and minis-
ters for the next current year, st last led them to feel that they could report thair
action to the next mesting of the Counetl —to cocur within the year —with maore
confidence, — at least of the assurancs that they hed not spered themselves in the
sndaavor todo their duty as they undarstood it, —should thay publish, as divected,
than otherwisa The neosssity of the most rigid sconomy presssd on the one hand
to suggest the catting Jown of the issne one half, so as o supply the churches
alone, The certainty on the oth -r that to do so would deprive the Committea of
all aid from advertising, which, lu their Judgment, if rightly managed —shonld
the Fear Hook sequire permanence —may be eventuslly made to discharge a
large part of ita cosk; with the feeling that the minlstry would greatly miss it
ware it withheld from them; st Jength determined them to issne the veluma sub-
stantially us last year, bus to reduc its cost as much as possible, by leaving ous
tha calendar, all miscellaneous matter, and chiefly — always the most considerable
item of sxpense —the returna in figures of the exact condition of the churches
for the twelvemonth reported.

Thesa do not vary very much from year o year, so that approximute Informa-
tion with regard to them can be gathered from the Year Book of 1579; while the
lists of ministers, with their post-office sddress — with muititndes, the most
valued item of convenisnce whick the statistics afford — become not only value-
less, but misleading, if not diy d. The su ios have been retained.

They have accordingly prepared the wolumas which they thus intreduce, in the
feeling that of two evils thay wers bound to choose the lesser.

It remains, for the information of all concernad, to append the lst of the Con-
grational bodiea by States, with the sums respectively asked from them by the
Couneil in its vota of 1877, with (in parallel column) the simoint of their redponss.
o the same. It will be seen that uo notice has besn taken of the Counell's action
by 24 out of 42; while only 4 of the number have fully responded to both appeals.
Connecticat, on the other haud, has generonsly gone largely bayond hee Habilities,

§# In all cases where money has been forwarded, it hus bean first credited to
the earliest olaim; snd where the sum remitted in 1877-5 was not sufficient to
squars the account of the Biate for that yesr. and it remirted sgain in 18749,
enough has been tran=forred from the seeond payment to close the ficst account,
and the balance only passed to the ersdlt of the second year. Thus, Ohio sent
$310,10 in 1877-8, and $111.44 in 1878-9; but as the smonnt asked of Ohls in the
Hras of thosa years waa $210.94, that full sum has been credited for 1377-8, and the
balance (10160} upon the account for 1875-0. In like manner, lowa forwarded
nothing in 1877-4, but sent §$138.63 in 1878-0; which, by thia rule, has been wred-
ited npon the forsier year, laaving $8.98 dus upon it, besides the whole sura for
the following year. He Ca'lfornia, which sent nothing during the first year, sub-
saquently remitted $4263. The call for the fmt year upon her chorches being
for $41.99, that was squared, and the balane of 64¢. passed to her credit opon the
$22.24 avked for in 18739, leaving $21.60 due on that sccount. So Colorado rent
on in the first year §7.10, which, as her dues for the two years smount only to
$4.71, loaves $1.58 to her credit npon the saking for 1875-50.
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e 1BTT-8. 1878-9. 1810-80. % g =
AND 'Eg
TERBITORIES. ASEED. | RECEIVED.| ASEED. | RECEIVED.| ABKED. % -
l-lga
B6 66| & Bl a4 |8 84 04 B1d 12
41 41 ¢ 2 M [ 22 67 44 27
308 368 205 344 208 A
53305 | pBI3IOQH) 27038 M| 2926
a4 a 40 Z00 ] 205 354
B B4 208 3 00 11 B2
41 ar a7 116
G 6T 361 402 14 30
28 63 63 113 112 86 115 &7 115 &3
]'_ndhm 1T 4 1T & B 40 14 31 569 218
Indhh‘l‘eu:rwwr‘ 11 o6 08 23
LOWE «ciavees 147 @1 158 T8 51 T B3 165 32
Km vamanes 51 58 o 28 79 106 42
Kanlueky ...... 5 05 o B 2 83 10 23
Lonisiaes ...... T8 4 32 6 52 18 63
Maina 203 T8 196 85 108 AL 106 53 210 o7
1 56 T T8 310
B74 78 574 T3 45T 34 425 07 458 o 4491 21
18T 29 152 B4 68 B5 BL 10g 91
59 21 iR ] & 0 123 43
145 7L B 4 81
3T 47 a1 1 16 96 18 21 o6 47
2 31 2 14 11 208 15 81 o7 6T
bl 14 15 5T
200 12| 20012 m g 12| 10274 192 71
2271 16 A2 18 90 65 23
a2 0 163 B8 108 93 654 53
2 37 142 154 533
21004 | 2904| 1ld4| W1G0| 11402 123 88
60 o2 & B8 165 3 88 585
89 13 25 97 28 18 115 28
46 50 Ll 24 37 5 07 5078
258 135 112 4 05
463 222 19 BT
3 W 1M 161 144 8
45 23 27 101
188 80 9 d1 100 B8 508
1083 107 110 4 10
1656 i1 130 4 05
Bl H 41 135
132 34 6212 B9 = 64 52 05 o
i =3 3 B2
$3,655 05 | 82,770 01 | £1,878 41 | §1,253 47 [$1,913 T1| 3451 46

lyappesl to the churches of Btates which bhave thus

hr, ln lrholcor in pocml lu tha Couneil's request, to send their

I:-lmnohww? reprasentatives they did pet

prohll -plmt, ar oven in tlun to, the vote under which

Rotion has bean nken. wl.ll it n.ut be a mm ternal gnd Christlan act, even

tor those who may disa v& of what gome have stigmatized ae “ an onanthorized
tax,'”” to msanme lh m

share with mhnm, antil Iho next Council shall give
opportunity for ful dllwlsion and actlon gatisfac ?

E3Fr Bince the above was in type, Connectitut, rﬂ:nd o, '"23.
forwarded £273.21 as her due for ?9-80 making hel.' whl oona'ﬂu #1064, sl’
or §242.08 more than the Conneil lnggtwad for bar
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