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REPORT ON INDIAN WHEAT

BY

DRE. FORBES WATRBON.

INTRODUCTION.

Ix submitting the subjoined Report on the samples of Indian wheat forwarded to
this Office in accordance with the Resclution of the Government of India of the 14th
March 1877, I would take the opportunity of pointing out a few of the principal
results of the examination, together with their bearing upon the question of the suppl
of Indian wheat for the Furopean market. The Resolution referred to directs the col-
lection of detailed statistics and other local information on the subject of the cultivation
of wheat, but the results have not yet been received, and the Report haa accordingly
been restrioted to the examination of the question, mainly, by the light of the evidence
afforded by the samples themselves. The subjeet derives at the present time an Bearing of
unueual importance from the obvious consideration that the depreciation of silver, the whest
which affecis 8o injuriously the finances of India, can be best counteracted by a m";
development of the Indian export trade. Until, however, the information now in gestion.
course of collection has been received, the question of the production and export of
whest from India cannot be treated with the amount of atatistical detail which it
deserves, as the materiale available in the usual administration reperts are of s frag-
mentary and incomplete deseription. At the same time it will be found that the ex-
amination of the large collection of samples under report has of itself led to some con-
clusions which may have an important bearing on the future of the Indian wheattrade.

2, The number of samples amounted to more than 1,000, and together they form by Report, map,
far the most complete collection of Indian wheat ever brought to this country. The aynoptisal
valuations of the individual samples are given in the {abular statements at pp. 26 tahk{ of g
et seq., whilst the section commencing at p. 11 will be found te contain & number :;;{:{ml_
of special observations referring to them. For the present purpose it will be sufficient lsction of
to refer to the summary Table atp. 9, whick presents a synopsis of all the chief specimens.
results, and indicates the number of samplos of each variety of wheat received from the
different provinces of India, as well as their quality, range of price, and average
value. A map is also appended, showing the geographical distribution of the chief
varieties, aud the Report is accompanted by a collechion of samples, illustrative
of the more important kinds of wheat grown in India,

3. By arranging all the sampies, according to price, in clasees corresponding to the Principal

usual olassification of soft white wheats, the following result is obtained :— Tl at e
Nomber of Bimplar.
Soft white. | Hard white. Bott red, Hurd red. Total.
'Su ior ssmples, 44s. to 48s per quarter of 1ol - - — 101
pe : 496 The, |
Gmde No. 1,, 411, 6d.t0 48 6d.  ,, - 123 18 19 — 146
Grade No. 2., 39s. 6d. to 41s. 5 . 73 83 56 — 212
Ordinary, 37s. to 39r. i - 5t 6l 74 | 68 . 254
Inferior, below 37s. = - 9 10 20 | T | 114
Total No, of samples - i - sy 167 160 | 143 | 827
. d . d 0d ! s o4 | 5. d,
Average price per quarter - - - 4 9 39 5 38 5 ' 36 1 i 39 8

It will be seen that wheats equal or superior in value to grades numbers 1 and 2
of white wheat form the greater portion of the collection, numbering in fact 469
Less,  WLE L.
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samples, against 368 ordinary and infericr samples; moreover, out of a iotal of 827
samples, 101 must be desoribed as being of a very superior quality, whilst only 114
samples are decidedly inferior.

4. The surprisingly favourable character of these results will be clearly perceived on
comparing the prices assigned to the Indian samples with the quotations current at
the time of valuation for the different kinds of whest in the London market, viz.:—

per quarter of
Danzig . 496 1bs.  42s. to 46a.
Australian o 474. to 48s.
Californian and Oregon ” 44e. to 453,
‘White American and Oanadian ,, 428, to 464,
No. 1 Milwaukee - 423, to 48s.
No. 2 5 : - 403. to 414,
No. 2 Spring " B884. to 40s.
No.B o 362. 10 87a.

No higher quotations than thoso realized by numbers of Indian samples appear in
this list, the highest being the guotation for Australian wheat at 47s. to 48
uarter, a price which hss been realized by a certain number of the best Indian ampfg
t will be ise seen that the most numerous classes in the Indian collection are those
which correspond in value with the befter kinds of American wheat quoted in the list.

5. The valustions of the Indian wheats compare even more favourably with the
prices of English wheat. At the time of valuation the quotations for new English
white were from 80s. to 48s. per quarter (of 480 lbs.), and for new English red from
80s. to 41s. per quarter, while the average weekly rate throughout the United Kingdom
was 38s. per quarter. TG will be seen that the Indian collection containg numbers
of samples exceeding in value the highest of these quotations, while the average for
the whole eolleciion amounts to 89a. 8d. per quarter, or to nearly 2s. ahove the average
of the United Kingdom. It must, however, be explained that the last English crop
was one of exceptionally poor guality, as shown by the fact that at the date of the
valuations E&beiin.ni.ng of February 1879), the bulk of the English wheats were
almost unsaleable at Mark Lane in consequence of their poor condition.

6. The above facts conclusively show that India is well adapted for the growth of
wheat of the finest quality. It must be, however, kept in mind that & considerable
number of the samples sent from India were far superior to auy Indian wheat usually
seen in the London market, and that without more local information than we now

osgess it is not possible to decide whether these fine varielies could at present be
?ortheoming in quantities sufficient for the development of an important trade. In
fact, Messrs. Finlay, Scott, & Co. state, in a lefter printed among the enclosures to the
despatoh from the Government of India on the subject, that on the Bombay side the
supply of the best qualities is very limited, as compared with the common qualities,
and that the prices of the fine wheats are so well kept up in India itself that more
profit is to be obtained on the shipment of inferior than of fine wheat. Be this, how-
ever, a3 it may, one result is clearly apparent from the mere inspection of the samples,
and that is that the cultivation of the finest wheat cannot be considered as anythi
exceptional, but that it is spread over a considerable portion of the country.
sarnples like those mentioned 1n tho valuations as being equal fo the finest Australian
or Californian had only been sent from a few places their occurrence might have been
explained as due to unusually favourable conditions which do not apply to the country
at large. But samples of equal or only slightly inferior value were sent from district
after district. It is not from one nor half-a~lozen places that the best samples were
received, but probably from more than 100 different localities. More than 60 districts
gent one or more samples of soft white wheat reported as superior to No. 1, and
velued at from 444. to 48s. These 60 districts include the greater portion of Behar,
the North-West Provinces, Oude, and the Central Provinces; and it is Proba'bla that
but for the weevilled condition in which most of their samples were received, the same
might have been said of the Punjab and Sind. In addition, perhaps a dozen more
distriets in Bengal, Bombay, and Berar may be counted, which though not producing
soft white of a similarly high character, yet grow a hard white wheat equal to the
finest wheat of the same kind grown anywhere. The lprcm'nees above mentioned
include the whole of the wheat-growing area proper in India; Madras, Mysore, and




