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“l realize that America is far from perfeet,
but in recent years the negative side has been
so much overstressed that 1 inake no apologies

for concentrating on the donghnut
instead of the hole.”

—ht. g. w.
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PART ONE - CHAPTER 1

puzzling questions of vital concern

TO 2,150,000,000 INDIVIDUALS

For sixty known centuries this
planet that we call the earth has
heen inhabited by human beings
not much different from ourselves,
Their desire to live has been just
as strong as ours, They have had a1
least as much physical strength as
the average person of today and
among them have been men and
women of great intelligence.
Ml But dewn through the ages, most
P human beings have gone hungry
----- emeed gnd many have always starved.
The ancient Assyrians, Persians, Egyptians and Greeks
were intelligent people, but in spite of their fertile lands,
they were never able to get encugh to eat. They often killed
their babies because they couldnt feed them.

The Roman Empire collapsed in famines. The French
were dying of hunger when Thomas Jefferson was Presi-
dent of the United States. As late as 1846 the Irish were
gtarving 1o death and no one was particularly surprised,
becanse famines in the Old World were the rule rather than
the exception. It is only within the last century that western




