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PREFACE. po

BAANY ventores have T undertaken o the past without fear or
hesitation, but this, to me, the most important ventore in
wy earoor, 8 Leken with zomething akin o fear wod
lrembling.  Under the impression that the following
trifies earvied wilth e sulficient merit i enable me tn
sgpieeye mysell into the ranks of the minor poete of my
belowed eonntes, inducead me 1o Halier my vanity thns
fur in Al publication of the present selected colleclion of my pra-
ductions ; and wnow that T bave done ®o, [ wait wilh trembling
suspense the verdict of a erilieal jury, who, I hope, in their ammming up,
will bndee e lengenl view of moy e, Droo Chie fecb 1hat the enclosed are net
the cutpourings of one favonred with & University lraining, or the kigher
srrplis 0f edncation, and much of the Iittle that T possess wes puined in
the quist hours of the evening when the toil and worvy of the dey
was gone.  Trutl, honcsty of porpose, and 1" seuse of juetice ware my
sile puides in divesting my pen in that wideh 1 have wrillen, muoch of
whinh was penned in defence of the oppressed against eppression, in the
smocere helief and convietion nwder whiclh T was labouring when the spirii,
of poesy overlook e Al now, Bewder, oo furtber sympethy T crave
Froswsy you Ve i Febe and impartial pernead, and oo (e verliel, be what
ib iy, of an uabiased wind, leardng more 4o tratly and justice than bigotry
and prejudics,

To my subecribera I owea u deep debt of gratitade for their support in
enaliling me to nndertoke the present vestore, which, bot for their aid, in
all likelibood, o ock of pooins never woeuld Lave been fortheoming from
the pen of

Yunes truly,

JOHN LAING,
December, 1804,
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SAM LEGHORNS ELEGY.
Dhied, 25ned Joanwary, 1851,

qﬂE Templar folk, man, maid, an’ mither,
che  Come hing your heida an” monrm thegither ;
Desth has te'en your worthy hrither,
Sam Leghno g
Hiz Like, vl never ik anither

T srrve your burm,

Tor years he was your water servant,
That duty pever did ho ewerve in'n,
Bub copstantly put cvery nerve in't
By word un' deed
A moppmenl | e’y weel deservin't,
Tre ik bis heud,

Whanr will ve find in a* yoor raes

A babtoer sne to fill his place,

An' winng bring the eause disgruce
By mun sstray,

AnT leawing on’l the hoerid brogee
4wl ¥

He wosna aoe wud slip an® £2°
Al every lempling cup he saw,
O tald” the Il an’ rio wwa!
Like some ve ken,
At every frash, new fungled Tow
That was brochl Len.

He was the brither an’ the frienid
Ui whom ve always could depend ;
A trner searcely m{,pm Leen
Yikhin your lodge,
An’ kept his pledge e’en to the el
Withoot a grodge,

An® then aguin, 'mid a' your elan,
Whanr hud ye wne that bettor ron
Wit earthen jug or metul can
Todraw your water 3
Richt weal ye kon thal searcely ane
Could dune it better,



o

Likewise for mivth an’ honeat gles,
Thers wers nane howrtior than be,
When he, o' life, wad join the sproo
Wil tale or sang ;
His ¥ Sodger John ™ aye fain Lo ple
Baith lend an' lang.

But he, alas I nae mair ye'll hail,
To cheer ve thee' this lonely vale,
Op enliven ve wi' yoo auld tale
Ahesnt the meal,
Whilk he aft tauld withoaoten fail,
An' cheor'd ve wael,

Yo weel may hing your heide sn’ moas,
Av’ saban' greet o mournfe’ toue,
YVerll hear pne mair o © Sodger Jebn,™
Or 4" Krin-go-Brangh 37
Your uoblest singer’s bul o sivons,
Noo Ham's awa’,
Yoo rillngeo o Troon mey wel
Hing doun yonr heids wu’ monrning toll
TLoo b i Tife did seun’ his bell
The village ronud,
Aw’ wi stentorian lungs waud vell
Things losk er fomnd.

Yo'l nefer again gol =iy & ohiel

To bell the village lanf zae weel §

When herrin’, nackerel, shute, vr eely
By fishonoew,

Are cpughit by fempting Lail o oreel,
Mol will ye ken ¥

Cinid, lonest Laghorn, fage-thee-well,
Till the anld kivk tolls iy dying Eoell §
1 nane thee mours, ' monrn mysel’,
In bonudless woe,
Ant will Lo future ages tofl
hy worth below.



