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PREFACE

In regard to form the Downing Legends are
rhymed “magazine stories.”

In regard to spirit they are extravaganzas. They
will not be liked except by readers who like such
works as the Odyssey, the Arabian Nights, the
Otlando Innamorato of Bolardo and Berni, the
Orlando Furioso of Ariosto, the Pilgrim’s Progress,
Gulliver's Travels, Knicketbocker’s History of New
'Yﬂrk, and Hawthorne's Wonder Tales.

Of course Downing is American “manifest destiny
in a whimsical guise. As to an exact correspondence
between his adventures and our national doings I
leave that question to Congress, the Supreme Court
and the American people, sitting in joint referendum.
+ These adventures will no doubt be stipmatized by
eritic Gradgrind as incredible, unpractical and absurd.
From his judgment I appeal confidently, like any
other author, to remote posterity.

Good old Mr. Feeble Mind (well known to admirers
of Bunyan) will also have somewhat to say, which
will not be clearly understood, and so need not he
answered, at least not prophetically.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Tue WitcE oF SHILOH.
Section, Liss,
2 24 {iles Cory was pressed to death at Salem, 1602, for
refusing to plead to the charge of witcheraft.
Exen = Eyes,
Filyted = flitted.
Thromwed g iransformation. From *"Threw a fit."”
NMigéon.  (ld scashore form of Neptune, sometimes
used for Satan.
42 30 Shingle whecting. Spinning a toad aloft by put-
ting it om one end of a halanced shingle and hit-
ting the other ond with a bludgeon,
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THe LAST OF THE WAMPANOGALS,

I 2 Haldybird. The hald cagle.
4 24 Metocows = King Philip, or Philip of Pokanoket.
Killed 1656,
o 3 Withouten = without.

THE GENTLE LARL,

5 11 To weet = To wit; to know; to note,
17 12 Brandon’s fole=5t. Brandon's [sles.
20 6 A-pley = Astray,



