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A CENTURY OF
ROMANCE OF THE ANNANDALE PEERAGES.

WITH LETTERS OF HENRY, LORD BROUGHAM,
LORD CHANQCELLOR

1799-1894.

No bistery of the fumily of the Johnstones of Jolmstone, Earls and Marquisca
of Anpandale, would be eomplete without & nutice of tha cluims to the peerages
of Anpaudale These have been before the Howse of Lerds sa subjects of eon.
teat and litigation for upwards of a centory, and are etill not fnally decided ly
thet sugust tribunal.  This, together with the mony eminent lorde-chaneellor whe
have heard and adjudged wpon the particular claims, the array of able snd learned
counsél st the Hnglish and Scottish bare who bave been enguged in them, the amouns
of evidenoe which has been adduced, the cumber of the priuted cases and speeches, ths
Adiffieultien encountered, and the several iutricate poiuts in peerags law which have been
£ettled, all concur in constituting the Annanidsle case me oma of tha most celebrated
which has enguged the attention of $he House of Lords, and as one which has occupied
it for a longer period than any other.

In the exhaustive memoira of the first Earl of Harifell, the first Earl of Annandale,
and the Gt Marquls of Annandale, which are given in the firet volume of this work,
the history and creativn of their respociive peeragea of Johnsione, Hartfell, Annandale,
Annand, Lochmaben, Moffatdala and Evandale, are all minntely detailed, and must be
teferred to for the origin and creation of thess respective pecragen.  DBut it scems
necessary Lo supplement these Memoire with the present statement to explaiz, if
poasible, why it is that all these peerages, the uriginal patents of which under the
Great Seal are all existing and entire, and duly registered in the Great Seal under
their respective dates, with more claimants for them thaw ever appeared in any other
casp, should have remained for upwards of a ventury eatirely dormant,
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2 A CENTURY OF ROMANCE OF THE ANNANDALE PEERAGE

In moking such » statement nnd teview, it is not intended to cost any ungencrous
reflection on the suguet tribunal of the Honse of Lords, or on any individual member of
that great assembly, from the lords-choneellor whe have taken part im the long-continued
hearings of the case, or on any of the cluimanta or counsel acting for thewn from time to
time. But it does seem strange that thess peerages, on the claina to which vast learning
and mesns have been expendacd, should still be in & state of slormancy.  Even cur grest
notional novelist, Sir Walter Scott, haa expressed his regret that the nams of Johnstone,
whose estates were g0 extensive, and still so nearly entire, should have dropped from the
roll of Scottish peerages, wien these estates have Leen iwherited by and are in such
worthy hands, The etetement which follows is ehivfly founded upon the officially
printed Minutes of Evidence in the Annendale peerage procesdings, the offieinl reports
by shotihand writers of the speeches of connsel, and other jmpers in the Anvandale
charter-chests,

The eentury of litigation which lhas token place in reference to the Annandale peer-
ages may be divided iuto thres epochs or stuges in the progress of the cluima to the
peerages,

FIRST PERIOD.
Frem 20th April 1792, when George, third Marquie of Annandale died, to 14th

May 1834, the date of tho propsed jud by Lord Ghanesllor Brough
In favour of the claim of the lste Jobn Juwes Hope Jobnatone, Esquire,
of Annandale,

Tae Jomssronzs o WESTARFALL AND TEE ANNAKDALE PrERAcES.
Coaiws MADE BY THEM, 1792 amDp 1804,

Afer the death of George, thizd Marquis of Anvandals, Sir James Johnstone,
‘Boronet, of Westerhall, waa the ficst to lay cloim to the Annundale peerages. He
claimed fo be heir-male general to the thindl marquis, sod to be descended from =
Matthew Johnstone, who he averred wes the second son of Adam Johustome of John-
stone, owner of the Juhnstone estates in the year 1413-1454.  In anticipation of the
marquis dylog without lssus, the Westerhall family had over B lengthened perind
male extensive investigations to discover proof of their descant. Their opportunitics
for dving this bad been peculiarly favourable to them. Both the father and gremd-
futher of the claimant were advocates at the Bcottish bar, and were successively
employed oa factors ot otherwise on the afpira of the Earls und Marquisea of Anoan-



