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PREFACE.

Tam volumae is the offspring of practlen] necessitles, connested
with tha Isbors of & somiezlon and cedinstien similar to chat which
Fanl, when tha time of his deporinre was at band, bestowed upon
Fimpthy: “ Wateh thou in a1l thinps; endure nilizlions; do the
worl of au evangelizt; make full praof of thy wisiatry.™

£Ta da the work of nn eroagellst,” the wrleer was gent to China
in the year 1846, He spest several yesre thore smidst the pro-
tractod seenes of that harrible war by which Christian natiens, for
muney, moeseded at length in ernpelliog the povarbment of & gremd
aod peacefol houthen copdrs to legalize a trafic which waz deliber-
ately poisyning with oplom, rear by roar, millivne of its people.

In tho yenr 1852 he wee sene to Bulifurnis lo prewsh Christ to the
Chiveds whoom tho pewer of woney broupht thare, amldst tha tena
of thounsarde from all the nations of the bubitsble plobe,  Ho wit-
peeeed the strange, frantic ipbuxicetion of iless moltitedes; wod
saw the erimos which oo wece williog w eommit for mobey. o
LAAT ba war obligod to feave bie work, exhaosted and expacted to
dig, partiy beenuse, amwidat the boandloss and nest impertant work
t bo dona fn that field, the Christlans of gur eountey ennliled the
Board of Foreizn Missions to graot bot & minor part of what the
work demsnded, sod be was Torced to add to hiz infipitely more
importany lshora thosa & begeing snd working to get moncy, for
building, for the printing of s oewspaper (o Chiness and Boglish,
aud for eopplies of medigins and booke, and other evaugeliztis
neaegBitien

In eight yemre apent in the great and most interesting home mis-
wion felds of the far Bouth and of the apper Missipsippi valley, and
la the years since 1885, smidst the 0ils of wn olfice whase end 18 to
raise up and qualify lebarers for all the jmmense harvests which
hawe bean referred to, the experieoce bas beon the same.  The
grenter and mors iwportaot work, the prenching of the godpel, and
the lecrease and traiping of the mew wha are neoded by hundreds
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4 PREFACE,

where the Chursh is wupplying tens, is ever and ever drngged to the
warth by the simple want of that which Christians in Americs bave
in abundanes to give, but do nat give: money,

It hae been such negssgitiss ag these whick have driven the writer
first to atudy, with peayer, avery text frons the begloning to the end
of the word of Oad which raleles io any way to money; next, to
inguire ints the legsons of the bistory of the Church of the Lord
Jeaus Chiiet zines his wicension, te peoertain what huve been ita
experienacs g5 t0 money; then to leok into guestions of pulitieal
gooniomy, nabionu] finsnce, and commerss, which conld throw Hght
ppon the subject of money.

By these means he has basn led to the overwhelming comnviction
that God bas, in bis ompissient wizdew, abd forethouphl, iod grics
throoph Christ Jesns, made Koown by the Mow Testament Chureh
guffieient Rule for Giving, nod the prosaiples which ghoold regulats
it. The propumbons fop if jn Che 00d Teslomeit, the presshiog of
Jubhn the Bepliet, the peraonal toweling nnd cxumnpla of e Box oF
G#on, the anteeedent pnd wuereeding instrootions of the epistles and
the bosk of Bevelativn, buve piven e thiz Bole—wamderinily hriet
g5 it ie, and simple amd easy to be remcembered, nnd wiaptod to all
life's way-faring men, 80 that ctheogh fools 1hey need not crr therein
= dignity taed power whieh prove chat L iz divine.

To expliin, to illustrate, o bnpesss, and to put ioto efecton] nee,
for the good of the Chemb of the Tord Jesus Chriet, and for the
conversion of the warldl to him, Gon's Bene roR Cwiissras Grvine,
ig the one ohicet of this valume.

In this carmest, practiond, wnd hopefol e, tnen have singhé ouk
end made useful to them the grend principles of many departments
of phyzical esience, of politicul cconomy, new made broador and
nobler &5 “sosial zoisnce” And of moral sgiemce. The present
neeme to be atlme for Christisns te advance from the pant hortatory
way of frenting the sublect, to eonzider the preat principles of
religions pnd eoclesinstion) foapce, for which perbape o mors
nppropriate name cun e foubd thao chat of the Bcrexor or Onnis-
Tia% Besxoxy., Upon it depend muoy tmomen baus quedlions relitsd
to that rapid and generat ndvapecnient of the kKingdum of eir Loks
Jrsvs Cumist, whish should gow be the great aim and ewployment
of hin Chureb.
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