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+ Bud whilst they sang, our hearts were strangely toached, and our eyes
wandered away from those slagular peasant-angels and iheir peasang
audience, up 19 the decp cloudless sky ; we heand the rustle of the wrees,
and caught glimpses of the eountaing, and afl seemed a strange, poatical
dream."—Anx4 Maky Howirt,
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PREFACE.

———

MaNY English and American travellers who wend their way to
the Bavarian Tyrol in the summer of 18go will be interested in
the following pages.

‘ART IN THE MOUNTAINS® is a picture of the *Passion
Flay ! at, what was probably, its culminating point of excellence
in 1870, '

The changes which time has caused in the distribution of the
parts amongst the villagers, in each decennial performance, is
shown overleal, Once more the interest centres in the reverent
performance of the Christus by Joseph Mair (whose portrait is
engraved on page 77), who takes this part for the third time by
wish of the people. * If I impersonate the Saviour again,” he
writes in the summer of 1889, “it is because I am cast for it ;
if one more suitable were found, I should have to give way like
anyone else” Several of the children who tock part in the
tableaux in 1870 and 1880, are now prominent members of the
company, The youthful St. John, the beloved disciple in 1870,
is now cast for the réle of Judas, which was filled with great
ability in previous years by Gregor Lechner,

Other changes in 1850, such as a new inner stage, improved
scenery, and better accommodation both for visitors and for the
peasant audience, will not, we are assured, take from the simple
religions character of the Passion Play as it has been handed
down from father to son for represmtaﬁon, ance every ten
years, in the village of Oberammergau,

London | #arck, 180,

*.* ¥or Information for Travellers in 1880, seo p. 168.
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