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PREFACE.

By reason of recent legislation many eontradielions ocenr in the
Georgia sehool laws. For instanee, prior to 1910, s Connty Sunper-
intendent was required to have cerlain qualifieations and was elected
by the Connty Board of Education; later this legislation wes modified
in part and leter still the eleetivn and qoafifications of this offieial
were further changed. This iz also trne with regand to other parts of
onr sehonl system. If the General Assewbly will anthorize the eodifi-
cation or systematie and logical areasgement of these laws, 1t will be
a pleasure for the State Department of Eduoeation in conjunetion with
the Ailomey-(General to do this work withoul expense or eost of sny
kind, and in the interest of the publie, T asgk for the passage of an act to
this effeet. The publieation of a ecowplete compilstion of Georma
Sebool Laws and Decisions witheot sueh 4 re-arrangement meraly eon-
fuses even the lawyers, to say nothing of the officials and parents.
For ihis reason it has been thoughl wise to publish exirects of oor
more important snd most neeessary edueational legislation until the
right iz graoted to arrange lhe laws changed, omit those practically
repealed, and to print a complete and thorongh school eode.

Very_traly,
M. L. BrITFAIN,
Slate Superintendent of Sehools.
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STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION.

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State
of Georgia and it is hereby enacted by the authovity of the same,
That there shall be a State Board of Edueation ¢omposed of six mem-
bers, as follows: The Governor, the State Superintendent of Behouls,
and four other persons, who shall be appointed by the Governor of
the State, two for two years and two for four years, their terms of
offies thoreafter to be for four years each, or until their smeeessors
are appuinted and qualified. At least three of said appointess shall be
men of praectical experisnee in {eaching sehools and of high standing
in edueational work, having st least three years practical experience
as & teacher in the gehools of Georgia, and being thoroughly eonversant
with the operation of rural schools. Should a vacaney oceur at any
time in said Board it shall he fllled by the Governor; preveided, That
the nomination -of the Governor for membership on the State Board
of Eduestion shall he subjeet to confirmation by the Senate; and
providad further, That an appointment made when the Senate is not
in session ghall be effeetive nntil the Legislatyre convenes and sets on
the appomntment, No perfon who 18 now or has been connseted with
or employed by & sehool book poblishing eoncern shall he eligible to
me¢mbership oo said State Board of Eduweation, and if any person
ghall become so conneeted or employed after besoming a member of
said Board his place on said Roard shall becume vacant.,

5e0. 2, The waid Board of Edueation shall take oaths of office
and enter upon the disehavge of their duties immediately after their
appuvintment. They shall meet in the office of the Biate Superintendent
of Behools. The GGovernor shall preside over their body as Chairman
of the Board when it is practicable for him to be present; but when
he can not be present, they shall select their Chairman and proceed with
their business whenever & majority of the Board is present. The
Board shall meet at least quarterly in regular session and at any other
timg when an emergeney arises, and they shall be called together by
the Governor of the Btate or State School Buperintendent. The four
appoiniees ghall recaive as compensation for their services $250.00 per
annum each, whiech shall be paid out of the Btate Treasury on the
warrant of the Governor and be allowed their aetual traveling ex-
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penses in geing and returning to their homes, upon submilting
sworn itemized statement, accompanied by proper vonchers and net
otherwize. The total expenses for the four appointees shall not exceed
#100, .

Ser. 3. The Staie Board of Ednealion shall provide rules and
regulations for the supervision of all schouls in the State. They shall
provide the course of study for all common and high sehools of the
Siate receiving State aid. They shall seleet and make oui & lisl of
text-books to be taught in said sehools, which ean be changed only every
five yenrs; unless the pecualiar conditions of avy county or community
demsand certain ehanges, in whieh ease, the County Board, togeiher,
with the County Superintendent, shall make applicalion to the State
Board suggesting such chenges and give their reasons therefor, where-
upon il the said Board sees proper, their reguest shajl be granted.
Provided, This elause shell in no way effect the present State adoption
of books. This Board of Fdneation shall be the final eonrt of appeal
to hear and deeide all matters which have been appealed {rom ile
State Superintendant of Sehools, They shall determine the necessary
office Toree of the Btate Buperiniendent of Schools, and shall fix the
compensation of the same. Not however, to exeeed $1,900.00 per
annom more [han at preseot paid. )

Bee. 4. Each eounty in tha Btate shall constitnte a school distriet
and the pulilic sehool funds shall be apporlioned among lhe several
distriets by the Btate Board of Education s8 mow provided hy law.
They shall also provide for nermal instruction of teachers in sach of
the distriets, either by institutes or otherwise, They shall have power
to compel the sitendanes of teachers wpon sueh normals and institotes,
te provide penalties for non-attendance, o provide for the examina-
tion of the teachers of said State, and to grant liecnses to those that
are qualified who desire a Slate or special lieense,

Bro. 6. That the State Board of FEdueation shall eonstitute an
advisery body, with whom the State Sehool Commissioner shall have
ihe right to eonsult when he Is in doubt as to his offieial duty and also
a body in fhe mafure of a conrt {0 whieh appeals shall be made from
the decisions of the State Sehool Commissioner upon any guestion
touching the eopstruetion or administration of the school laws and the
desision of the State Board, when rendered, shall be finnl and eon-
clusive npon the malier in issue. Appeals to the Siale Board must be
made throwgh the County Commissioner in writing, aod muost distinetly
set forth the guestion at law, as well 4s the faets, in the case npon
which the appeal is taken. Upon any guestion invelving the eonstrue-
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tion or administration of the school laws, the coneurrence of a major-
ity of the whole Board shall be necessary in order to give validity to
the deeision.

Additional Duties of State Board of Education,

As Biate Schoolbook (lommission, State Board iz requirved to selecl
text-books for the eommon sehools of the Siale.

Swpe. 6. Be it further ensoted, That no metsher of the State Board
of Eduestion or any appointees of said Board or any other person or
persons that has the authority of welecting or in any way aiding in the
seleetion of school books for the sehools of Georgia shall nol for-them-
selves or any member of their respeetive families reecive any gifts, com-
pensation or remaoneration of any kind from any schoalbovk publish-
ing house, ¢orporations, individuals, or the agents or repressntatives
of cither, nor shall any person, publishing house or eorporation en-
gaged in publishing or the sale of sehool hooks offer to any of =aid
board or their families or appoiniess any giff, eompensation or re-
numeraiion, direetly or indirectly. Any person violating the provisionz
of this seetion shall be guilty and punisheble for a misdemeanor.
Should any of the aforementioned publishing housee, corporations or
persons engaged in publighing or selling schoo) books offer fo any of
the aforcmentioned offieers, their families or appoiniees any sueh com-
pensation, renumeralion or reward of any kind, it shall be their duty
to report the same to the gremnd juries of their respective couniies,
and on Pailure or refusal to do so, they or either of them =o failing
or refuszing shall be guilty and punishable for a misdemesnor, and
suelh offieers on convietion thereof shall be removed from office.
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STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS.

Election—charged with administration of schoel law and superin-
tendence of common school affairs.

Sgeriow 1. Thers shall be a State School Commissioner elecled
by the people at the same time and manner as the Governor and Siate-
house officers are elected, whose term of offiee shall be two years and

cuntil bis woeeessor s elecled and qualified. His office shall be at the

seat of government and be shall be paid a salary not to exceed two
thousand dellars ($2,000) per annpm. The General Assembly may
substitate for the State Sehool Commissioner such officer or officers
ag may be deemed necessary to perfeet the system of publie eduoestion.

Sec. 2. He shall be charged with the admmistration of the sebool
laws, and a peneral superintendenee of the business relsting to the
common schools of the State. He shall preseribe suitable forms for
the reports requived of suboedinate sehool officers and blanks for thair
suidance in transacting their official business mnd shball, from time to
lime, prepare and trassmit to them aueh instruetion as he way deem
necessary for the faithful and efficient exeemtion of the school laws,
and by whatsoever is thus communieated te them shall they be bound
to govern themselves in the diseharge of their official duly; provided
pevertheless, there shall slways he an appeal from the State School
Commissiener to the State Board of Education as hereinbefore enaeted.

Some specific duties—~Contents of Annual Report.

Sec. 3. Thai it shall be the duty of the Staie Behool Commissioner
to wvisit, as often as possible, the geveral eounties of the Btate for
the purpose of exsminipg into the adminisiraiion of the school law
in said counties, of counseling with school offieers, of .delivering
popular addresses, of inspeeling school operations, and of doing sueh
other aetz as he may deem subservient to the inderest of popular
education.

Suc, 4. The State School Commissioner shall see that the proper
aetions provided by law are hrovght sgainst all offieers and agents of
the system, who are liable to the same, for missppropriation of the
schoal fund or other eansa,



