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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING

0oF THE

WOMAN'S BOARD OF MISSIONS FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

HELo May 81, 18590,

That was s bright and beautiful morning which
ushered in the yearly gathering of 1899, and the
nudience-hall was most attractively embellished with
white lilies, their fair beauty, purity and perfume
significant of what the Christian woman of to-day
seeks to robe herself withal.

Vice-president Miss Chamberlain presided in the
absence of Mrs. Hyde.

The opening hymn was sung, ** Father hear the
prayer we offer” The topie for thought, was firet
that of prophecy, as found in the book of Isaish,
congidering war and ita peaceful end—Second, that
of fulfillment, from 8%, John, showing that it is the
Light of the World which is ushering in the era of
Peace Congresses-arbitration, and the lessening of
the horrors of war.

Prayer was offered by the President pro tem.,
speaking eloquently in behalf of Mrs. Hyde. The
minuntes of May meeting were given, some miscella-
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neous business attended to, and then the reading of
the Annual Reports began: That of Mrs. Judd, ss
Foreign Secretary, was given by Mrs, Dillingham;
Mrs. Bowen, a8 Home Secretary, read her own and
that of the Hilo Branch Bociety. Then followed
reports of the Auxiliaries:

The Gleaners, Iima Kokus, that of the Paushi
Miesionary Band, also those of the SBuperintendents
of mission work, the Hawaiian, Chinese, Portuguese
and Japanese, all of full and sostained interest.
Following were the Annual Reports of Recording
Becretary and Treasurer; this latter showing a fine
financial footing for the Bociety., A pause was given,
while Miss Kudick gave a pleasing piano selection.

The President announced that she had two mes-
sages to deliver from missionary mothers unabie to
be present. The first, Mrs. Parker, now in extreme
old age, but whose goul, still young, shines undimmed
through every festure of her face, and declares itself
by words of wisdom and aympathy most rare—** Give
my love to all,” she sgid. Mra. Rice, whose interest
and sustainment has ever gone far to make our
society & living, active one, also sent a message of
love. The President then spoke, ** I wish to intro-
duce to you s Hawaiian sister who, after forty-six
vears of self-denying labor in the Marguesas, has
come home to rest in her advanced vears.” It was
s plessure to see such a high native type as appeared
in Mra. Kekela, her face gentle, patient, good, her
voice pleasant as are those of her people. The
Report of the Nominating Committes was approved.
Ajournment was now made for luncheon and a most
agreeable social hour.

Afternoon Bession.—The Girls of Kamehameha
Behool, under the leadership of Miss Clymer, grati-
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fied the audience by their excellent remdition of
““Lesd Thou me on"-—a second number was called
for, and then a beloved Viece-President asked for a
third ** Only remembered by what I have done.” °
The iutelligent faces of the choir, their sdmirable
appearance and department, spoke volumes for the
care and encouragement that watches over them.
The event, to which all else was preliminary, was
the Annual Address given by Mrs. Jobhn Gulick in
her paper on Japsn. Mrs. Gulick went to. the
““Bunset Land"” more than a score of years ago,
consequently she has gone with the progress of the
people since the doing away of the old feudal-system,
and the course of enlightenment whish has g0 mar-
velously widened and deepened in that ambitious
nud rejuvenated eountry, The returned Hawaiian
Miseionary then spoke, the Rev. Mr, _Gulick interpre-
ting, in the folowing words: “I'rejoice to meet
?'ou this day Christian friends. We left our native
d in 1853 and went to the Marquesas, the land
of darknesa and civil war. We taught them of
escape from darkness. ILater, some listened and
became good Christians; now darkness fled away, war
ended, cannibals were no more. I spesk not Eng-
lish but my mother-tongue. It was the Emerson
family that taught me, and after that Miss Ogden of
Wailuku. As the Hawniians study English, so the
Marquesans study French. I am glad I went there.
Should be glad to go Inek, We, our children and
grandehildren, are forty in number.” Miss Winne, a
grand-daughter of Mother Thurston now sang, ac-
comparied by Mrs. Frear. Mrs. Newman of Nebraska,
who was among the visitors,- being asked for a word,
said: *° I represent the Woman's Nakional Cﬂu.nu.'il.,
and I feel mysell © stepping heavenward * while here,
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not through trial and stress as she of Mrs. Prentiss
good book, but in elevated and joyous experience.”
Mres. Pearson, wife of the thodist Episcopal
" minister, gave 8 cheery word of appreciafion. Sinoce
she came among us, she has so extended the hand of
fellowship that both pastor and people of her church
seem in A& way identified with us. We felt the ab-
sence of Mrs. Garvin of the Christisn Chureh, who
used often to grace our meetings by her presence,
and. lend us timely assistance, Mra. Bugwell,
formerly a valued visitor among our Chinese women,
hae returned and was given a welcome. The Rev.
Johu T. Guliek spoke saying, he echoed the words
of Mr. Doane when away from his beloved Ialanders
""My heart, my heart is over the sea.” ‘I say it too'—
Mre. 8. Adams of Maine, made a tearful scknowledpe-
went of all she has g‘aumd while here.  Mrs, Hall
told of Nanpie, of Ponape, prisoner of Spain during
the past year. He was not treated with severity,
however.

The Aunual Meeting was now drawing to a close,
As 18 the customn, the acting-President gave the
watchword for this coming vear: **I am the Light
of the World,"” and ** Come ye, Oh, House of Jacob,
and let us walk in the light of the Tard.

The Inncheon eommittes, which had regaled the
company most penerously under charge of Mrs.
Fuller, as usual, was voted thanks, and * aloha,”
added the Prea:lﬁanti Algo those who had besutified
the place of our gathering, and all who, by their
activities, keep our missionary ship well on her
course, It was voted, finally, that Mrs. Hyde should
be advised of the prosperity of her much loved
organization. Respectfully submitted,

Ter Recormixe BRORETARY.
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