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A'-"st‘», L NOTE,

This sketelh was prepared, in the first place, at tha
invitation of the Roston Baptist Ministers' Conference.
Baing onable at the time to write it myself, it waa
composed from my notes and suggesiions, by my wife;
.and was read to the Conferance by the Rev. Philip 8. |
Moxom, I D, Tt was then poblished in the Weaich-
man, of Boston, I have since had an opportunity two
make some additions and slight alierstions, and it is
now printed by the courtesy of Mr. F. W. Ayer, of
Camden, N.J. T have written it for the sake of him
whose memory it attempts te preserve; es slso for
her sake, who alta in the ever-lengthening shadow of
her affliction; and for the sake of the children, of
whom it is expectad that they will ba not leas noble

- than their noble father.

HNorwich, Conn,, Nov. 8th, 1880, D.HT






WILLTAM TREAT BURKS.

William Treat Rurne was born March 141l 15848, in
Milferd, Conn, His ancestors for several generations
had lived in this plessant old town, and are remem-
bered as contributing to its social forces in no stinted
mensure that stuedy quality of character, which con-
atituies the strength and durability of 8o many New
England ecommunities.

We are not accuatomed in onr country to laying
miteli streas nupon ancestry. It is rather the fashion
tn assnme that each person, by nsing and displaying
his individual qualities, and by developing them in
combit with the peculine eircumstances which snr-
eonmd fiim, 28 to atenad or full on s own merits, with-
ont reference to the personal ynalities and charneter
of his ancestors, Buot the laws of heredity are not tn
be gainsaid, and the person who is the leir of geners-
tions of strong, temperate, (God-fearing progenitnre
teas an inheritance, the value of which can scarcely he
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enmputed. Of sunch an inheritance Mr. Burps was
the fortunate possessor. As we recall the striking
featurea of his character we will find that they answer
to prototypes appesring in elear lines in the character
of his parents and grand parents,

The puternal grandfuther of W. T. Burps wus a
shosmaker by trade, and he browght up his feur sons
to thesame ocoupution. They were steady and assid-
wous workers, applying themselves to their vocation,
and providing comfortably for their large famiiies.
From their persistent industry, oo doubt, Burns in-
herited that nntiring application to work, which was
his most marked characteristic. The Tibballa family,
to which Burns' mather belonged, were alsp old resi-
dents of Milford., ‘That they were lovers of books Is
imdicatesd by the fact that one of Burng' uncles,
Mr. N. Tibballs, has been for many years s noted
priblisher and book-seller in New York, Through
hiz mother, perhaps, Borne inherited his great fund-
mesa for books, as well as an ingight into deap spicitual
truthe; for that mother was a woman of keen intel-
leet, a careful student of the Bible, s devoted and
apiritnal-mioded Christian. She not only read the
Holy Soriptares for herself, but, like Eunice, the
maother of Timothy, she instencted her boy in the
knowledge of them, so that from his youth he showed
a remarkable familiarity with the Word of God,
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Under influences for good so clearly marked as
these, onr brother hegan hia etrong, busy, besutiful,
though short, life. In after years it was one of his
delights to spend a day or two, soatched from in-
cessant toil, in Milford, rowing or fishing or resting
among the scenes of his borhood and with the frienda
and relatives whom he loved.

When William was sbont ten years old hir father
removed with his family to New York City, To the
eager boy the metropolis was an El Dorado, and dur-
ing the five years pased in the city his vidon was set
steadily toward its manifold chances for ad vancement.
He was ambitions ;3 ha meant o win; he had no in-
tention of occupying o place nmong the insignificant.
Conecious of his budding powers, feeling the thrill of
their hourly wnfolding strength, he proposed in his
bopish leart to do great things. His parents kept
him at school; bot he bad surplus energy, and for
thie he songht other employment. For two or three
© years he took hia place regularly every afternoom in
the line of boye who delivered the FEeenimg Fosl,
That he did this work faithfully no one will quesiion;
though it was under the influence of these associationa
that he was led into & youthful enterprise which years
afterwards lis sharp eonscience condemnad.

In 1864 we follow young Burns, then a lnd of
wixteen, froan New York to Ohio.  Tf he had been

T
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year or iwo older it I8 more than probable that his
native patriotiem would have earried him into the
army, for those siirring times were charming away
the hearts of some of the noblest young men. His
youth, however, protected him and held him in re-
perve for a still grander sacrifice. In Cleveland he
joined the Sunduy-school of the Second Baptist
Charch, where there apon came to him that knowledge
of his Lord which determined his subsequent career,
He was baptized and united with that church, now
the Euelid Avenue, March 17th, 1885, three days after
his seventeenth birthday. From that time his mind
was fixed npon the service of the Lord Jesps.  All hia
realons ambition was transferred to his new Master,
and with his accustomed vigor he began at onee to
prepare himsalf for seme sphere of Christian service,
either as teacher or preacher, to both of which his
netiral talents were ndmirably adapted.

His college course was taken st Denison University,
Giranville, o, from which he graduated in the class
of 'TL,  Those were the years when Dr. Sansom
Talbot was leaving the impres of his enthusiasm
upon the minds of the young men who gathered at
Denison, and HBorms came from his colleginle work
with all his intellectnal life aglow with faming
enthusiaem, kindled at the fires of the eager and
unibitions spirit of his muster,



