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PREFACE

FIansen's theory of the Bevilkerungsstrom, or
population current, is in sociology what the theory
of the circulation of the blood is in medicine. This
book owes much to him. My earlier data have
been drawn largely from American conditions; the
differences between them and those in Germany,
which Dr. Hansen knows best, led me to my first
new idea — that the nearness or remoteness of the
Malthusian limit is the key to these differences in
conditions.

This brought me to the theoretical consideration
of a static condition, and the generalization of a
two-class system, which covers Hansen's three
classes in a different perspective, and seems the log-
ical extreme. This gives a long-needed division of
the troublesome question as to whether the family
or the individual is the unit of socicty, Provide
recognition for both, in distinct classes necessitated
by understood conditions, and the whele social
organism seems simplified.

As the book grew, it appeared that the keynote
to the forces and movements involved in the discus-
sion is not economic but pedagogical; it is what
Solomon and Socrates and Confucius have all told
us: that wisdom is better than riches. In other
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words, what makes a fecund class is not the posses-
sion of land, but the intelligence which enables them
to get and hold control of the first condition of
existence — food supply; and the permanence of
the land-holding class is duc to the educative influ-
ence of their mode of life, which automatically
makes abler men of them than life in the cities does.
The same pedagogical key — conditions which make
automatically vne environment or mode of life con-
tribute more to intelligence and will-power than
another, appears in other lines of thought in the
book.

If T had had more time and opportunity, I should
have verified quantitatively many of the data which
I have used in a general way., Tt makes, however,
no difference with the main theses if the facts differ
by centuries or millions of sguare miles from the
estimates I have used, which are in all cases the best
accessible to me. The quantitative facts in many
cascs are not known accurately to anyonme. Many
of the straight lines in the diagrams are generaliza-
tions of curves which could be actually plotted if
statistics were available.

I have no desire to initiate any propaganda in
favor of the establishment of a system of society
different from the present one; I have simply taken
up what seems to be an actual tendency in the normal
course of evelution, and thought it out to the logical
extreme. It has thrown much light for me upon
many of the puzzling questions of the day, and I
hope it may do the same for others. If new argu-
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ments can be drawn from the book in favor of such
recognized salutary measures as the “ Back to the
land "' movement and efforts for world peace, and
against over-hasty Socialism and indiseriminate
charity, [ shall be glad to have contributed my mite
to the work of human progress.
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NOTE TO THE AMERICAN EDITION

This baok is published in England with the title, “THE
MALTIIUSIAN LIMIT: A THEORY OF A POS-
SIBLE STATIC CONDITION FOR THE HUMAN
RACE.”

‘While that is clearly a logical title for the contents of the
book as a scientific thesis, it says nothing as to the practical
lessons to be drawn from it; it has therefore scemed to the
author and publishers that the American reader will pet a
more definite ides of something of interest in the book under
the tide chosen,
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