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CHAPTER: XIX,

An smportant incident anmounced in prefty
language.

BuT white the fair Nymph thus
continued to hang her virgin offerings on
the fhrine of friendfhip, Mr. Clermont
acknowledged himfelf f{ubdued by the
irrefiftible force of a fuperior divinity.
His heart was natorally fufceprible of the
power of beauty, and his youthful imagi-
pation, unreftrained by experience, and
unfubdued by time, annexed to the lovely
form of Marianne Dudley, every idea
of ¢ perfe&, fair and good; all the
images of exceilence that

A g ‘¢ Fable
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e Fable ever feign'd,

“ Qr youthlul poets fancy when they love.”
He perceived through the clear tranf-
parency of her exquifite complexion,
a mind unclouded by any fhade of error,
and radiated by all the fplendor of grace
and virtue: and in the fwimming lultre
of her azure eyes he mot inaccurately
read the foft emotions of a melting foul.
Did ten thoufand worlds prefent equal
attraflions to that &f calling fuch an
angel his? 1 am confident every lover
under twenty will anfwer—no,
" To.accelerate the conqueft of his heart,
love was increafed by dificulty. Her
rejection of Mr. Pelham was a convincing
proof that the was not eafily won; and
though the fmile which beamed in her
lovely face at his approach, might have
told him he was a welcomé guclt, he had
too high an idea of her perfedtions, to
fuppofe they would be the reward of his
vows. Bur fhould the goddefs be pros
pitious, might not - parental authority

- inter-



